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Internet Church appoints first ‘web pastor’ 



A LAY minister in the Church of Scotland has 
been appointed as the first pastor of the ground- 
breaking new Internet Church. 

Alyson Leslie is a leading social care expert 
who has chaired national enquiries into cases of 
child abuse. She also has extensive experience of 
using the internet for ministry, having set up 
Scotland’s Web Church. 

I-Church is the first web community to be 
a fully recognised Anglican church. 
Although parishioners from all over the UK 
will take part, the church will be part of the 
Diocese of Oxford and will be overseen by 
the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd Richard 
Harries. 

Alyson, who is based in Dundee, said I-Church 
was a ‘wonderful opportunity’ for ministry. 

‘People at different stages on their spiritual 



journey can come together and feel comfortable 
on the web. Through the internet we have the 
opportunity to reach out to millions of people. 

‘My job will be to help people to build rela- 
tionships - and create space for the Holy Spirit 
to work.’ 

I-Church will seek to build a community 
through prayer and a common commitment to a 
way of life. 

The original idea of communications director, 
the Revd Richard Thomas, thousands of people 
from across the world have already expressed an 
interest in joining I-Church. 

Some of those are already members of a 
parish church, but want something ‘extra’, 
while others are unable or unwilling to attend 
their local Church on Sunday mornings. Others 
are seekers, who are looking to find out more 



about Christianity. 

I-Church is funded by a grant from Cutting 
Edge ministries. 

Richard Thomas said: ‘We are delighted with 
this appointment. Alyson brings long experience 
of working with Christian internet communities, 
having founded Scotland's Web Parish. She 
brings a deep spirituality, together with her expe- 
rience of working with professional organisa- 
tions at a very senior level. She was an outstand- 
ing candidate at interview, and the appointing 
body was unanimous in its decision.’ 

In an exciting new development, the Mission 
for Seafarers is to be a partner in I-Church and 
will develop ‘pastorates’ for seafarers as part of 
the network. 

For more about Alyson and her plans to develop 
I-Church see next month's Door 





A warm welcome 
for Stephen 



STEPHEN Cottrell was consecrated as the 
new Bishop of Reading in a packed service in 
St Paul’s Cathedral in London. 

Bishop Stephen was surrounded by friends, 
family and well-wishers from his previous 
post at Peterborough Cathedral for the emo- 
tional service. Pictured left with his wife, 
Rebecca and their three sons (from left to 
right) Samuel, 8, Joseph, 14 and Ben, 10, he 
said afterwards he ‘wanted people to know 
that the Church is there for everyone, includ- 
ing gay and lesbians’. 

His consecration brings a new Bishop to 
Reading after a gap of 14 months, and brings 
to an end the difficult period following the 
earlier proposed appointment of gay canon 
Jeffrey John. He had been forced to step down 
in the wake of protest from the wider 
Anglican Church. But just days before Bishop 
Stephen’s consecration, Canon John was 



appointed as the new Dean of St Albans - a 
post vacated by Christopher Lewis, who 
moved to Christ Church, Oxford, last autumn. 

Bishop Stephen has been welcomed by 
both liberal and evangelical Christians in 
the Diocese. 

Joy at his consecration could not be damp- 
ened by the heavy rain outside, and hundreds 
queued for seats. He was consecrated in a 
service that, despite its solemnity, was a joyful 
family occasion as Bishop Stephen was sur- 
rounded by his extended family. His wife 
wiped away tears as the new Bishop, handed 
his plain staff, was presented to the people to 
tumultuous applause. 

The sermon was given by Canon Martin 
Warner of St Paul’s. Drawing attention to the 
heavy scaffolding that masked the Cathedral 
(continued on page 20) 

Read Bishop Stephen's message ; page 8 
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Deep Christian faith which inspired struggle for Europe 

Tony Dickinson, European contact for the diocese, urges us all to go out and vote on 10 June and remember the vision behind the Union 



WILL you be voting on 10 June? That’s the day 
when across the country there will be elections 
to local authorities and to the European 
Parliament. Rumour has it you won’t. And, if 
past performance is anything to go by, neither 
will a large majority of people in this country. 
Archbishop Rowan Williams recently drew 
attention in a sermon in Cambridge to the 
apparent disconnection of people from what is 
sometimes described as ‘the democratic process’. 
It’s becoming hard enough to get voters to turn 
out at a general election (the 2001 election pro- 
duced the lowest turn-out since the First World 
War), harder to get them to the polling stations 
for local elections, and hardest of all to get them 
to vote in European elections. But these 
European elections will be taking place against a 
highly significant background. On 1 May the 
European Union celebrated its enlargement to 
include ten nations of central and eastern 



Europe, from the Baltic Republics in the north to 
Malta and Cyprus in the south, via Poland, 
Hungary, the Czech Republic, Slovakia and 
Slovenia. In mid-March changes of government 
in Spain and Poland revived active discussion of 
the proposed constitution for this enlarged EU. 

'Europe' is not something from 
which we are, or can afford to be 
detached 

On 20 April, the Prime Minister announced to 
Parliament his conversion to the idea of putting 
approval of this constitution, when it reaches its 
final form, to the people of Britain in a referen- 
dum. One of the reasons for our indifference to 
the European Union is the unrelenting barrage of 
anti-European propaganda which comes from 
part of our national press. Another is the appar- 



ent irrelevance of ‘Europe’ to life in the places 
where we live and work - and, of course, to 
British traditions of suspicion of the stranger, 
most sharply expressed in the profoundly un- 
Christian attitudes to refugees and asylum-seek- 
ers in government and the media. However, the 
European Union is a fact of economic and social 
life in our diocese. Many people in these three 
counties are employed by organisations whose 
headquarters are in mainland Europe or work 
for organisations which do significant business 
with the mainland. Probably many more of us 
have been on holiday to at least one of the coun- 
tries of mainland Europe (that includes the 
Balearics, Sicily, Corsica and most of the 
Aegean). And a significant proportion of us has 
other European connections - through family, 
friends, neighbours, or (increasingly) through 
Church contacts. So, ‘Europe’ is not something 
from which we are, or can afford to be, 



detached. Despite the refusal of the commission, 
chaired by former President Valery Giscard 
d’Estaing. to include a reference to God in the 
preamble to the draft constitution, the vision 
which provided the seed from which the EU as 
we know it has grown was a profoundly 
Christian one. Its aim was to promote peace and 
reconciliation between nations which had been 
at war with one another repeatedly during the 
previous centuries - and especially between 
France and Germany. Those who were at the 
heart of this project in its earliest days were men 
of deep Christian faith, such as the first 
Chancellor of West Germany, Konrad Adenauer, 
and the French politician, Robert Schumann. It 
is this, rather than Mrs Thatcher’s insistence on 
Britain’s budget rebate, which makes the struggle 
for Europe worthwhile and which will, I hope, 
encourage people to exercise their vote in the 
elections to the European Parliament. 



Church fights off closure as villagers flock to services 




Methodist minister Graham Tidmarsh and Revd Richard Hancock with Mia Munnelly and Eleanor 
James at St James 7 patronal festival. Photo David Collier 



A CHURCH in the process of being shut down 
has suddenly burst into new life. 

Around 75 people are now attending a 
Saturday service at St James, Bourton each 
month - though just months before the pews 
were deserted. 

The Revd Richard Hancock said that last year 
he despaired of St James’ having a future after 
‘he had tried everything’. It was agreed last win- 
ter that the church would have to be made 
redundant because, with no congregation, the 
Diocese couldn’t afford to keep it open. 

But news of this spurred Bourton resident 
Dennis Offer into action. 

He wrote to every villager in the 200-home 
parish warning them that the church would close 
unless they used it. He also included a standing 
order form asking people to donate towards the 
£6,000 needed to keep the church open. 

When Mr Hancock turned up for his usual 
service at the beginning of January, expecting to 



see the pews empty as usual, he was amazed to 
see more than 30 faces smiling back at him. 

The congregation has now, five months later, 
grown to more than 75 people. 

Mr Hancock said: ‘For the Easter service, 
people had to stand at the back. It was amazing. 
What is so good about it is that it is the villagers 
themselves who have saved the church. They 
haven’t just sat about and waited for the vicar 
to do something; they have done it themselves. 

‘The village have accepted that the church is 
their responsibility and that there just isn’t a 
pot of gold which can be used to keep open all 
these small churches if people don’t use them.’ 
The village has now raised more than £2,000 
through standing orders and it was confirmed 
this week that the redundancy notice on the 
church has been rescinded. 

Sight impaired people can now get a free audio 
version of The DOOR by contacting Graham 
Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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Ever wish you had a second 
chance at Education P 



RETURN TO LEARN 

at 

PLATER COLLEGE OXFORD 

• No entrance qualifications 

• No fees (subject to status) 

• No age too old (min age 19) 

Study for the 1 year Certificate of Higher 
Education course (equivalent to the first year of a 
university degree) pathways include: 

• Social Administration • Legal Studies 
• Theology and Religious Studies, Business 
Studies with Business Ethics and Politics and 
Development Studies 

SHORT COURSES ALSO AVAILABLE 

Including Counselling, Skills for Life and I.T. 

For more information contact Monica: 

• Call: 0800 083 0813 (Freephone) 

• Email: admissions@plater.ac.uk 
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News 



Extending the table 



Rebecca Paveley explores in the growth in the number of churches allowing children to take communion before they are confirmed and below, Colin 
James, assistant curate at Wokingham All Saints, explains why his Church recently invited children to share at the communion table 



CONFIRMATION services were, it used to be 
said, a passing out parade for youngsters. The 
Church held onto children through Sunday 
school, through confirmation classes, until they 
were judged old enough to make their own dec- 
laration of faith. This done, and the bread and 
the wine finally received after years of curiosi- 
ty, kneeling alongside their parents at the altar, 
the teenagers upped and left. 

Now however, the church doesn’t even hold 
onto them that long. Children in their early 
teens are rare among our congregations. They 
refuse to come when they outgrow Sunday 
school and consequently the number of confir- 
mation services has plummeted. 

There is a growing movement in some 
churches to include children and young people 
in the life of the church, right the way up to the 
communion rail. 

More than 40 churches in the Oxford Diocese 
are now allowing children to take communion. 
The decision is taken only after months of dis- 
cussions and close work with Jenny Hyson, the 
children’s officer. 

She said that while there is still resistance to 
the principle of child communion, many people 
mistakenly think it is a ‘rule’ of the church 



which goes back centuries. 

‘The idea that confirmation was the path to 
communion was actually a nineteenth century 
one,’ she says. 

Allowing children to take communion before 
they are confirmed would restore confirma- 
tion’s importance, she said. 

‘It frees confirmation from being just about 
wanting to take the bread and the wine. 
Confirmation is about confirming our faith, 
moving onto an adult, active life of faith and 
work for the Church. 

'The idea that confirmation was the 
path to communion was actually a 
nineteenth century one' 



‘Child communion raises questions about 
what is baptism, what is the Eucharist and 
what is confirmation. 

‘People make a big issue of understanding - 
but the disciples didn’t understand what Jesus 
was doing at the Last Supper. It isn’t about 
worthiness either; after all Judas was the first 
person to whom Jesus gave the bread.’ 

She said churches wanting to offer commun- 



Welcoming children, welcoming church 



AT Easter last year we at All Saints, 
Wokingham, had the joy of welcoming about a 
dozen unconfirmed children to receive com- 
munion for the first time. Since then others 
have joined them and become regular commu- 
nicants. Their new status appears to have been 
fully accepted by the congregation. Like other 
churches that have gone down this road, we 
are tempted to ask ‘What was all the fuss 
about?’ It now all seems so natural. 

Nevertheless, this step took placed after 
extensive preparation of the parish as much as 
of the young people themselves. When you 
change the practice of centuries, with which 
everyone has grown up, it is hardly surprising 
if some remain sceptical. For all the careful 
teaching and explanation we offered, it is at 
the level of feelings that many judge whether 
it seems right or not. 

Most of the teaching to prepare children for 
communion takes place within a newly revised 
Junior Church programme. However, there are 
also a few sessions 
with the children 
and the parents 
before the actual 
admission to 
> communion. At 
these, the children 
have shown a lively 
interest and asked 
some 





perceptive questions. 

The children have been every bit as reverent 
at the altar as the adults. I have never had a 
moment when, as I placed the host in a child’s 
hands, I have thought ‘this is wrong, I 
shouldn’t be doing this’. On the contrary, I 
have felt I was sharing in the blessing Jesus 
held out to the children, whom the disciples 
tried to turn away, and this is very powerful 
and precious. 

I have never had a moment when, 
as I placed the host in a child's 
hands, I have thought 'this is 
wrong, I shouldn't be doing this' 

There has been no pressure on the children 
or their parents to participate. A few we might 
have expected to accept have chosen not to. 
Some would rather be confirmed and have 
been. We have been eager to accept that the 
choice is theirs. 

In the longer term, we hope that children will 
see a natural progression leading from com- 
munion at a fairly early age to confirmation 
when they are a bit older. But we are in a tran- 
sitional phase in which the old and the new 
arrangements have to co-exist. 

This development has taken place as part of 
a more general re-evaluation of the place of 
children and young families in our wor- 
ship. We still have some way to go, 
but we have the evidence of a num- 
ber of newcomers who tell us they 
feel that ours is a welcoming 
church. We believe that the wel- 
come to our children at the Lord’s 
Table is a vital component in this. 
Our experience is well summed 
up in the title of the excellent 
diocesan handbook - We 
Welcome You. 

Revd Colin James 
Assistant Curate, 
All Saints Wokingham 




ion to youngsters underwent extensive prepara- 
tions with their congregations and with their 
children. 

Though children aren’t offered ‘confirmation 
type’ classes, the priest will often speak to the 
parents or wait for the parents to speak to him 
or her. 

It is all about a child’s ‘readiness’ said Jenny. 
‘If it was about understanding, then some chil- 
dren and adults with learning disabilities could 
never receive.’ 

Diocesan guidance does say children as 
young as 4 should be able to take communion 
if a priest approves, but in practice, the 
child is often 7 or 8 before he or she 
wants to receive. Baptism is the only cri- 
teria for children wanting to receive. 

Communion is not a panacea, nor 
should churches expect it to be, 
warned Jenny. 

‘There are no guarantees that 
child communion will keep chil- 
dren in the Church, it isn’t a magic 
solution. That won’t happen 
unless parishes begin to work and 
make relationships with children 
and the young. At the moment chil- 



dren are leaving at the age of 8, 9 10 long 
before they come to confirmation. 

‘But if we really want our kids to have a sense 
of belonging we may need to let them receive at 
the altar.’ 

It is no longer possible for churches 
and priests to simply say they do 
not agree with child communion 
and will not consider it. 

Guidance from the House of 
Bishops says that no child who 
has been allowed to receive in one 
church should be turned away 
in another. With 
an increasingly mobile 
population, this 
means all 
I churches are going 
to have to look at 
their policy on 
children and 
communion. 




Every year in Oxford Diocese, 4,700 children run 
away, often from neglect and abuse at home. 

Right now many of them are in danger on the 
streets - cold, alone and scared with nowhere safe 
to go and no one sound to turn to. 



We urgently need volunteers to speak out for these 
children and to increase support in this diocese. 

To find out how you can use your skills and time to 
bring hope, love and understanding to the children 
we work with, contact us now. 



ii in 



Call our friendly Supporter Action Team on 

0845 300 1128 or visit 

www.childrenssociety.org.uk/Volunteer for details. 




The 

Children’s 

Society 



With children, for children, with you 
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People & places 






Rolling Rev in action in 
Oxfordshire villages 



A CAMPER van known as the 
Rolling Rev will be motoring 
around the villages of the 
Ray Valley in Oxfordshire as 
a part of a new project to 
help parishioners stay in 
touch with their clergy. There 
are eight churches in that 
Benefice and some do not 
have a service every week. 

It is planned that the 
Rolling Rev will visit vil- 
lagers regularly, armed with 
refreshment, and will park up 
and invite people to pop in 



and see the vicar. The camper 
van will have a laptop to 
allow clergy to work in quiet 
times. The van will also be 
used to support the youth 
group in the area. 

The Bishop of Dorchester, 
the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 
blessed the van in a ceremo- 
ny at Piddington. 

He said: ‘The Rolling Rev is 
a bright new venture. I am 
pleased to endorse a great 
idea which raises the profile 
of the Church in villages.’ 



Prayer of 
dedication for 
home 

THE Bishop of Dorchester 
opened the newly refurbished 
care home, Huntercombe Hall, 
near Nettlebed last month. 
More than £250,000 was spent 
on the refurbishment. 

The home was commis- 
sioned by Lord Nuffield in 
the early part of the last 
century. 

Bishop Colin unveiled a 
plaque to mark his visit and 
offered a prayer of dedication 
before touring the home. 



Scrap metal 
music therapy 

SCRAP metal is the first com- 
munity music therapy of its 
kind. The idea is the brainchild 
of Stuart Wood, a music thera- 
pist in Bucks who works in 
neurological rehabilitation. He 
has been holding workshops in 
St Mary’s Church, Aylesbury 
and will hold a concert on 
Saturday 19 June at 6.30pm. 
A large scale installation by 
local artists Caroline Meynell 
and Liz Meier will highlight 
the project. 



Coming to a 
church near you! 



'GOSH, what a good idea; yes, 
we'll have one'. 

'We've got one already - 
copies just fly out of it.' 

'At the very least it has helped 
to tidy up the table at the 
back of the church.' 

Some of the comments we've 
had so far as reaction to the 
Door Display display stands. 
During the month of May, 
members of the Door team 
have been going to as many of 
the Episcopal Visitations as 
they can manage, a total of 11 
by the end of the month. Lots 
have people have seen the 
stands, many are thinking of 
having them. If you haven't 
got yours yet and you want to 
join the promotional effort, 
then e-mail 

penny.stephens 
@oxford.angli- 
can.org or call 
Penny on 

01865 208225 
or buy one on 
the website 
at www. 
oxford, 
anglican. 
org 

David 
Shepherd 



Celebrating Community and Countryside 



A CIRCULAR walk from 
Dorchester with prayers in 
Little Wittenham church on the 
way, followed by a 
Rogationtide service, drew 
about 150 people to walk and 
more to crowd the Abbey, to 
praise God for His creation and 
to pray for His blessing. The 
whole event was the idea of 
Mrs Anne Kelaart, this year’s 
High Sheriff of Oxfordshire. 

The Lord Lieutenant, Hugo 
Brunner, said: ‘It is a great to 
be here. This is a wonderful 
idea to promote the rural life 
of Oxfordshire and to revive 



the church’s traditions relating 
to the countryside.’ 

In his introduction the Revd. 
Glyn Evans, the diocesan rural 
officer, said that Rogation has 
a long pre-Christian history 
going back to the Romans, 
who used to ‘spray the fields 
with prayer’ to their goddess in 
an attempt to ward off mildew! 
He said that Rogation is a time 
for us as Christians to pray not 
only for our fields and harvests 
but also for our communities, 
and for the communities them- 
selves to come together in 
prayer. 



This same theme was taken 
up by Revd Anne Hartley, a 
farmer’s wife and Ordained 
Local Minister (OLM) from 
Milton under Wychwood, 
who spoke on the parable of 
the sower and spoke about 
preparing the soil for the seed 
and our lives for the word of 
God. ‘All soil can be improved 
by cultivation and a good dose 
of manure’ she said. ‘And 
prayer is the foundation, the 
ground is made more fruitful 
with the help of God’. She told 
us of the joys of being settled 
in one place and ministering to 



the people who live where she 
lives. ‘ 

This is one of four events 
which Mrs. Kelaart is initiat- 
ing in her shrieval year, mark- 
ing the four moments when 
the Church pays particular 
attention to agriculture. 

Clemency Fox 



New layout at St Helen’s 



THE first stage of a major 
development plan for St 
Helen’s, Abingdon has been 
completed. For the last 6 
months the congregation has 
been worshipping in 
Abingdon School chapel but 
returned on Palm Sunday. The 
work completed includes 
underfloor heating, a new 
nave sanctuary and reinstated 
pews on three sides. 

The church is to be used for 



performance and display, 
including ‘Textiles for Peace’ a 
cross cultural project from 
East Oxford. 

The next phase of the proj- 
ect involves the restoration of 
the organ case and the 
rebuilding and resiting of the 
instrument. A final stage will 
be carried out when there are 
enough funds, to include a 
new entrance, toilets, vestries 
and servery. 



Cornerstone community centre 
opens in Wokingham 



ALL Saints’ Church Wokingham 
held a grand opening of The 
Cornerstone, their new 
Community Hall, last month.* 
Spirits were high and banners 
and balloons were adorned over 
the Cornerstone welcoming 
everyone to a day of celebration. 

The hall was opened by Lady 
Elizabeth Godsal, MBE, DL, 
High Steward of Wokingham, 
and one of the patrons of the 
Fundraising Appeal.t 

The Chairman of the 
Wokingham District Council, 
Bob Wyatt presented David 
Hodgson, Rector of All Saints’, 
a cheque for £76,000. This is in 
addition to their earlier contri- 
bution of £100,000. This fan- 
tastic news means the 
Cornerstone is paid for and 
open for use, on the same day. 



David Hodgson, Rector of 
All Saints’ said. ‘I congratulate 
everyone who has worked to 
provide this community facility. 
I hope it will be used to the full 
by a whole range of communi- 
ty purposes.’ 

Anne King, Chairman of the 
Cornerstone Development 
Team said: ‘We can now move 
forward with the real work - of 
bringing the building to life as a 
really lively meeting place for 
everyone in this part of 
Wokingham.’ 

Jane Mellor 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

Economy dentures for senior citizens 
Delicate chrome plates 
Comfortable soft linings 
Evening appointments 
For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 



Phone for a free information pack 



DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 



Guild centenary 

The Guild of Health is cele- 
brating its centenary this year 
and there will be a service of 
celebration in Christ Church 
on Saturday 26 June at 
2.30pm. Sister Frances 
Domenica and Canon 
Finnemore, of the chaplaincy 
at the John Radcliffe hospital 
will contribute to the service. 
Soprano Beatrix Stewart will 
sing and Jeremy Boughton 
will play the organ. 

Healing prayers and the lay- 
ing on of hands will be offered 
at the end of the service. 



Women priests traced 

We have been contacted by 
more of the 66 women who 
were the first to be priested in 
the Oxford Diocese in 1994 
(see April Door). Ann 
Mackenzie is current team 
vicar at West Swindon and 
the Lydiards; Margaret 
Saunders is team vicar in 
Grantham, Lincoln Diocese; 
Sylvia Bareham moved to 
Suffolk;and Liz Johnson, who 
was not in the photo of the 
66, is in ministry in the Shill 
valley and Broadshire 
benefice. 



Celebration of Animals 

The first British interfaith 
service in celebration of ani- 
mals, sponsored by the World 
Congress of Faiths, will be 
held at Golders Green 
Unitarian Church, Hoop 
Lane, London at 3pm on 13 
June. Professor Andrew 
Linzey, who holds thejA/orld's 
first post in theology and ani- 
mals at Oxford University, 
will give the keynote address. 
He said: T believe that reli- 
gions should speak out on 
behalf of protection of ani- 
mals'. For more information 
email andrewlinzey@aol.com 



Pilgrimage preacher 
is made a peer 

The preacher at the St Birinus 
Pilgrimage 6.30pm Service 
on Sunday, 11 July, Methodist 
minister, Dr Leslie Griffiths, is 
to be made a working peer. A 
patron of the Christian 
Socialists, he will sit on the 
Labour benches of the House 
of Lords where he takes a 
particular interest in three 
areas: international relations, 
education and the role of faith 
in society. Commenting on his 
appointment Leslie saysT feel 
this is the place where I can 
argue about things 1 feel pas- 
sionately about with decision 
makers, and policy makers'. 
During the mid 1970s Leslie 
was the Methodist minister at 
Caversham. He is well known 
for his broadcasts on Thought 
for the Day on the BBC Radio 
4 Today programme. He will 
take part in the latter part of 
the pilgrimage walk and 
preach in Dorchester Abbey. 
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Interview. . . 






A year in life of a new curate... 



EMMA Coley decided at the age of 15 that she 
wanted to become a priest. Her ambition was 
grounded very firmly in reality - as her mother, 
Liz Johnson, was one of the first women to be 
priested in 1994, Emma knew exactly what 
was involved. 

Now, still only 27, she is about to take up her 
first post, a curacy in the market town of 
Wendover, Buckinghamshire. She has also been 
set another challenge: to record the experiences 
of her first year for Door readers. 

She said she is ‘thrilled and excited’ by both 
challenges. 

Brought up in a Christian family, she was 
confirmed at 15. It was then that she made her 
decision that she wanted, one day, to seek ordi- 
nation. She went on to study English Literature 
at Exeter University and it was there that she 
met her husband, Lee. They married three years 
later, when Emma had completed her post 
graduate certificate in education, which took 
her into teaching in Dorset. 

But though she began a teaching career, she 
was still firmly on track to fulfil her earliest 
ambition. 

She said: ‘Becoming a teacher for a while was 
a very logical step; I knew that teaching 
requires many of the same skills and I needed 
some experience before going forward to ordi- 
nation, so I thought I would do that for a few 
years. I really loved my time in Dorset. I love 
working with teenagers and am looking for- 



ward to doing that in Wendover. 

‘I moved back to the Oxford Diocese after a 
year to teach at the Marlborough School. My 
husband’s job brought us back here. But after a 
few terms I had a real crisis of confidence in 
teaching and left and worked for the university 
for a year. This experience shattered my confi- 
dence, and I thought maybe if I can’t teach, I 
can’t become a priest either. 

‘But it took God just three months to restore 
my confidence. One morning I woke up and I 
knew I was ready. I went to see the vicar in 
Woodstock, where we were living, Roger 
Humphreys. He was brilliant!. I found myself at 
a selection conference just a few months later and 
then at Wycliffe a couple of months after that, 
which is very speedy for the Church of England!’ 

It seems hard to imagine Em, as she is 
known, being daunted by anything. But she has 
known tragedy and has gone through a period 
of questioning her faith, she says. 

‘My father died six years ago. He knew I 
wanted to be a vicar and thought it was fantas- 
tic, so it is very sad he won’t be there for my 
ordination. 

‘His death prompted a crisis of faith of sorts 
for me. He was young, only 51, and he died 
unexpectedly. Up until then, I had expected 
God to protect me from tragedy and my 
father’s death really impacted on the way I saw 
God. I realised that he was not there to prevent 
bad things from happening to me, not there to 



New 'green 7 car for Bishop 




Bishop Richard and his chaplain with the new car. Photo Frank Blackwell 



THE Bishop of Oxford has 
taken delivery of a new ‘clean’ 
car which will help to save the 
planet from greenhouse gases. 

The Toyota Prius is a hybrid 
car which has an electric 
motor and a petrol engine. 

The car’s electronics auto- 
matically run the petrol engine 
as necessary to keep the bat- 
tery charged. At low speeds, in 
towns and cities, the car is 
powered purely by the electric 
motor. As the speed climbs, 
the petrol engine cuts in. 

Toyota claim it is the most 
eco-friendly mass produced 
car on the planet. 

Bishop Richard said: 'No 
car is eco-friendly, but I am 
glad to be one of a growing 



number for whom environ- 
mental considerations feature 
prominently in their choice of 
car. Roll on the day when our 
public transport systems are 
such that using the car is a less 
attractive option, and roll on 



the technology when vehicles 
across the world do such min- 
imal damage as the natural 
world can comfortably con- 
tain.' The car is leased for the 
Bishop by the Church 
Commissioners. 




Eco-column 



THE Diocese has undertaken to reduce its 
emissions of carbon dioxide from burning fos- 
sil fuels by 15% by 2010, in line with the 
Kyoto Protocol. The build up of human-gen- 
erated carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is the 
most serious, and most long term problem, 
the planet faces. What can we do to meet the 
Diocesan target? 

Car use accounts for about 15% of the car- 
bon emissions from a typical British house- 
hold. If, like Bishop Richard, you need to 
drive substantial distances as part of your 
work, then it will be more. Short of abandon- 
ing your car altogether - and therefore failing 



to do your job properly - is there anything you I 
can do? 

You will have read above that Bishop jj 
Richard has just taken delivery of a new car. * 
It looks like many other smart ‘executive’ j 
cars. But under the bonnet, it has a special ^ 
feature - it is powered by a hybrid petrol/elec- | 
trie system. When it is more efficient, the | 
petrol engine drives the car. But in circum- | 
stances where the petrol engine is inefficient, | 
the engine is used to generate electricity, and | 
the electricity drives the car. As a result, the | 
typical petrol consumption is more or less I 
halved, compared to a conventional car of 1 
comparable performance. So, congratula- 1 
tions, Bishop Richard! At a stroke, you are i 
now halfway to meeting the Diocesan target! * 
I’m sure we will all be on the lookout to * 
reduce the Bishop’s other carbon emissions! J 

Ian James g 
Diocesan Environment Advisor g 
DrLNJame5@Btinternet.com § 




cocoon me, but that he would be my rock when 
things did happen. I had been quite idealistic in 
my faith - I think that crisis has matured me.’ 

Her mother is very proud of her achieve- 
ments. They are the first mother and daughter 
combination to have trained at Wycliffe Hall- 
and to minister in the diocese. 

Though Em says her mother has given her 
‘every encouragement,’ she is looking forward 
to moving out of the Oxford area. 



‘It will be good to move into a new area, with 
people I don’t know, and start afresh,’ she says. 
‘Though I have loved Wycliffe I am looking for- 
ward to getting out there and starting as a 
curate and working with different people. I 
guess the fact I am so eager to begin is testa- 
ment to Wycliffe ’s success!’ 

Emma's first column from Wendover will 
appear in the July Door 



Produce your own 

MAGAZINES 
NEWSLETTERS 
PARISH INFORMATION 




with the 



OSD0O 

Digital Printer 



New & Refurbished 
Photocopiers always available 



Professionally 

Efficiently 

Economically as a Printer 
Delivers 130 copies per minute 
Operates like a copier 
1,000 copies cost only £1 .37 

(plus paper) 




APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 



For details or demonstration phone 

( 023 ) 80 330611 ^7 

Unit 5 • Viceroy House • Mountbatten Business Centre • Southampton • S0 15 IHy 




Sheltered Housing at 
West Court Banbury 

West Court is a friendly, modem development of one 
bedroom flats adapted to meet the practical needs of older 
men and women and within walking distance from a variety 
of amenities. Each flat is centrally heated with a lounge, kitchen, 
bathroom and either a single or a double person bedroom. 

The scheme is run by Methodist Homes Housing Association, and a Manager 
provides general support throughout the week and there is an offsite emergency call system 
outside of these times. West Court is not just for Methodists however, applications are welcomed from any 
older person in the community (from the age of 55 years upward), and who feel that living in a secure 
environment will meet their future needs. 

Facilities include a large communal lounge and a laundry room and there is a guest room available for 
visitors at a reasonable charge. 

For more information please contact the scheme manager on:01295 258859 ^ ^ 

45 West Street Banbury Oxon 0X16 3RA ^^ m 'h^H0US1Y|CJ 

Company Limited by Guarantee - 4043124 Registered as a Charity - No 1083995 f*i Association 
Methodist Homes for the Aged is part of MHA Care Group support and cho*« for older people 





6 



THE DOOR : JUNE 2004 



Adver 


tisir 


ig TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 


Hoi 


id 


ays 2C 


1 

0 


Let's Get Away!! 



Torbay’s historic fishing port 

Fully equipped Self-Catering 
Apartments. Magnificent 
Marina & Sea Views. Harbour, 
Coastal & Country Walks. 
Private parking. 

Tel: 01803 857361 



ANDALUCIA 

Bird watcher's 
comfy apartment in 
Estepona, Southern Spain. 

Sleeps 2-4. Pool. 

Sea and mountain views. 

From £180.00 pw. 

Non smokers only please. 
Tel: 01934 843951 



Isle ot Wight 

Sandown 

ETCW Friendly Family Hotel 
Child reductions when sharing. 
Half board available by request. 
Ferry inclusive deals available. 

Tel: 01983 402551 



SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAY 

WATCHET 

Caravans & chalets 
overlooking the sea. 
Special offers for senior citizens. 

Tel: 01984 631781 

www.helwellbay.co.uk 



BARBADOS 

ST. JAMES 

Luxury beach front 
cottages, villas, studio. 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265683 



Somerset Cottage 

Bed & Breakfast near 
Cheddar. Area of natural 
beauty. Fresh en -suites. 
Bristol airport 1 0 mins. 
Parking + transport tba. 
Bob & Anne Loveridge 

Tel: 01934 843252 



LONDON 

HAMMERSMITH. NICE B&B. 

Comfortable central family home, 
ideal base for sightseeing holidays, 
business events, exhibitions. 
Direct line to all attractions & 
airports. Double/twin/triple 
£24 pppn. Single £34. 
Childrens reductions. 

Tel. (oio) 738 s 4904 
www.thewaytostay.co.uk 



South Wales 

Crickhowell 

Self-catering, traditional 
Lodge Cottage, beautiful 
countryside, lovely walks 
from front door, woods, hills, 
river & canal. Sleeps 5. 

40 mins from Severn Bridge. 

Tel: 01179 572320 




GROUP ADVENTURES 

for 

Churches Youth Families 

• dinghy sailing 

• open canoeing SSSaflfc J 

• walking holidays £/q 

• optional Bible studies 




Call: 01983 522195 or visit 
www.medinavalleycentre.org.uk 
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A HOLIDAY MADE FOR YOU!! 



Merton House Hotel - is a special 
hotel catering for the elderly and 
people with disabilities. Situated in 
the historic market town of Ross-on- 
Wye, Herefordshire, Merton House 
has a beautiful location overlooking 
the River Wye with views from our 
glorious gardens across to the Black 
Mountains of Wales. 
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Enjoy a Special Summer Holiday in this picturesque location 
in our beautiful hotel dating back to the 1780 s. 

Join us on August 14th this year 

For a special holiday week celebrating the 1940 s and the 
Second World War years - not to be missed!! 



All holidays are half-board and include a free trip in our specially adapted 
mini-bus. Entertainment four nights of the week in our newly refurbished 
sun lounge and additional sight-seeing trips as requested. 

Don't delay - book as soon as possible as only a limited 
number of rooms available. 

TO BOOK - TELEPHONE THE HOTEL ON: 

01989 563252 



Please remember to mention 

the Door 

when replying to advertisements 



History galore and much to explore on England's 
wild and wonderful South Coast 



Those who discount the South of England coastal 
towns as a holiday destination because they picture 
shrinking landscapes overrun with Prescott's new hous- 
ing schemes, miss a great experience. This area offers 
far more than cream teas, retired old colonels or the 
costa del dole. The beauty of God's creation here and 
much else besides, comes free of charge. 

The less than 200 miles from Eastbourne to Sidmouth 
and including the Isle of Wight is crammed with his- 
toric churches, cathedrals, castles, country houses, 
downland and coastal paths, ancient woodlands, red 
squirrels, lichens, wildflowers, fossilised forests, pre- 
served railways and social and industrial history all the 



Wells / 
Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & 
holidays. Our cottages are 
comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 
See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: info@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

Tel. 01749 672 857 



SOUTH DEVON 

HOLIDAY FLAT 

Just yards from the sea and 
sandy beach. Level throughout. 
Suitable for persons with 
limited mobility. Close to 
harbour & boat trips. 

Tel: 01 17 937 3528 or 
0776 956 8798 



Costa Blanca 

Semi detached Family Villa 
in off road location 

Nr Torrevieja, Alicante 

dose by Villa Martin Golf Course. 

Sleeps 6, 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, 3 terraces. Right next to 
2 pools. Central heating, Cable TV. 

From £260 - £490 p/w 
Villa for sole - Sept 2004 
Enquiries tel: 01 189 476664 

Tel: 01189 476664 



TUSCANY & UMBRIA 

Over 1000 self-catering villas, 
farmhouses and apartments, 
many with pools. Ideal base for 
trips to Florence, Rome, Assisi 
etc. Also Sardinia, Amalfi Coast, 
Puglia and Venice. 16 years’ 
personal service. Colour 
brochure .01603 812212 

www.onestopitaly.com 



KINGFORD HOUSE HOTEL 

Lynton 

♦♦♦♦ E.T.C. 

A warm and traditional welcome awaits you at our family run 
hotel, where you can enjoy excellent home cooked cuisine. 
Fabulously situated for touring Exmoor. Enjoy a Short or long 
term stay. Rooms available for permanent retired residents 
Telephone Tricia Morgan for Brochure and Tariff. 

01598 752361 



Peace in rural France 

Our Loire Valley tranquil riverside house 
in a charming village near Saumur is 
simply furnished, but comfortable. You 
can fish from the garden and good food, 
swimming, bike rides, tennis etc are close at hand. It is available 
from May to October and sleeps six plus; from £250 per week 
but reductions are possible especially for those in ministry. 
Telephone: 01993 813569 evenings or 0976 438336 day. 




CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 



GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA ♦♦♦♦ 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian & Liz Pedlow 
Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 51B712 

Email: info@aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 

NON SMOKING 
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BEST VALUE 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged For Church Magazine Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 

NEW! Family Travel Insurance 

This Months Special... Annual Worldwide Cover for £85.00 (saves you £20) 



Family Cover - 2 adults with up to 5 children under 19 yrs of age 

Mist Pre-nisti ief m\ osiiitiins icceptid 

We now sell 
Annual Travel 
up to 80 years of age. 

New Group Insurance., call for ‘Best Prices' 

Call For Details 

0116 272 0500 

Real People... not machines !! 
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way from prehistoric times to present 
day. 

Go to church on arrival and ask fellow 
worshippers for some suggestions. You 
will be spoilt for choice. Military bands, 
displays and tennis at Eastbourne, 
antiques and theatres in Brighton, 

Arundel, or Chichester. Festival of the 
Sea and D Day 60 anniversary events in 
Portsmouth, smugglers tales and the 
amazing Newtown natural harbour on 

ONE STOP 

your passport to 

Why not try a taste of Italy this year? 

A land which has inspired generations 
of artists, writers and thinkers, leaving 
a rich cultural and spiritual heritage 
for the visitor to discover. From your 
base in the glorious countryside you 
can explore fascinating churches in 
enchanting medieval hill-top villages, 
seek out ecclesiastical treasures in 

Florence, Rome and Assisi or 

simply relax with a glass of Chianti by 
your pool. 

ONE STOP ITALY offer over a 1000 
self-catering properties in Tuscany, 
Umbria, Amalfi coast, Lazio, Puglia, 



the Isle of Wight, Corfe Castle, 
Tyneham's silent village, Swanage 
Railway, Seaton's tramway and the 
magnificent Jurassic coast through to 
Lyme Regis, Beer, Branscombe and 
Sidmouth's red cliffs. Christian-run guest 
houses, self catering facilities, hotels and 
conference centres abound, giving value- 
for-money, quality hospitality. Return by 
way of the New Forest, historic 
Buckler's Hard and Exbury Gardens. 

ITALY - 

La Dolce Vita 

Sardinia and Venice. Whether you are 
looking for an apartment, farmhouse, 
villa, cottage or castle, we have them 
all - and full of charm and character 
at competitive prices. 

With over 16 years' experience we 
treat each client as an individual - 
perhaps that's why so many of our 
bookings are recommendations and 
repeats. 

To order a brochure, simply call us on 
(01603) 812212. Or visit our website 
at www.onestopitaly.com to find out 
more about us and see details and 
prices of all our properties. 




Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 

Email: parkway@eircom.net 



RIBBLE VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Wheelchair friendly 
Tel: 01200 445370 

pilko@highergills.co.uk 

www.highergills.co.uk 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air-conditioned, 
privately owned villa. Sleeps 
8/10, own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 

Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01 865 326776 



SHROPSHIRE 

Cosy cottages. 

3 & 4 star ETB Graded. 
Wheelchair Access M2. 

Linen provided. Dogs 
welcome. Short breaks. 
Brochure. 

Tel: 01694 722869 

www. botvylefarm.co.uk 



Villa* 

edroom cotta 
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Exmoor 

Comfortable 2 bedroom 
adjacent beautiful countryside [ 
near Devon/Somerset coastline. | 
Ideal location for exploring, « 
walking, riding, fishing, X 
-rp dining-out or just relaxing. \ 

1 Tel: 01984 618226 ! 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel: 01454 260619 

www.wolstenhomes.co.uk 



Eastern Dordogne 

Saint Sozy - a newly furnished 
house in a beautiful village 
between Souillac and Martel. 
3 bedrooms, sleeps 5. Close 
to river, fishing, canoeing. 
From £220 per week. 

For details phone: 

01258 837134 (eve) 
or 01258 458799 (day) 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed. 
Apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 
Open all year. 

Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



SNOWDONIA 

NEAR ABERDOVEY 

Stunning views of estuary, sea 
& mountains. Comfortable well- 
equipped two bedroomed chalet, 
sleeps 4. Shower bath, 2 wc’s. 
Quiet site with heated pool, shop 
& clubhouse. £ 1 1 0 - £290 weekly 
Mrs I Cretchley - 01494 71 1959 
email: irene0cretchley.fsnet.co.uk 




Non-smoking family 
Hotel. Spectacular sea 
views. Walking distance 
of beach, castle and town 
centre. Free parking. 
From £21 pppn - en-suite. 

Tel: 01723 364901 



Dorset 

Situated between 
Lyme Regis/Charmouth 

2 bedroom modern attached 
house, sleeps 5. Hotel on site 
with outdoor heated pool, lakes, 
great for families and walkers. 
Very reasonable rat ei. No pets. 
Tel: Nicky 01297 560352 




EASTBOURNE 1 

Sleeps 12,6 bedrooms, 3 bath/ 
shower rooms, games room, 
well equipped, garden, 
parking for 6 cars. 
Tel/fax: 01323 440977 



CHURCH GRANGE 
GUEST HOUSE 



Bradley in the Moors, Alton 
Family & En-Suite Rooms 
All Rooms Include T.V., Light 
Refreshments, Tea & Coffee. 
Residents Lounge, Ample Car 
Park, Full English Breakfast. 

Tel: 01889 507S25 

www.chgrange.co.uk 



Chapel House 

Camelford 

A tranquil base for exploring 
the Beaches Moors and Tourist 
attractions of N. Cornwall. 
Sleeps 7. All mod cons. Special 
rates clergy. But all 04 school 
hols now booked. 
Contact Jenny: 01722 710434 



ALGARVE 



Vale Do Lobo 

Privately owned luxury villa. 
Sleeps 6, 3 bedrooms, pool, 
maid, garden. Club 
Barrington. Reduced golf. Nr 
Gold Club, tennis and sea. 



Tel: 01722 780213 



BOURNEMOUTH 

Hengistbury Head 

Come let us spoil you! 

Offers luxury, non-smoking 
accom. Excellent facilities, 
inc. fridge. Near sandy beach. 
All you can eat, scrumptious 
breakfast. Free pick-up from 
station. B&B from £23pppn. 

Tel: 01202 417531 




fax: 11527 892152 

E-uil: 

cnsMiiiitNis@nr!ii.iH 



DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 
Heated Indoor Pool. 
Games Barn. Peace and quiet 
in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 

www.northcotemanorfarm.co.uk 












THE DOOR : JUNE 2004 




. 7 

Education 



British culture ‘would 
collapse’ without 
Christians, report warns 



Valuing children, parents 
and faith in our schools 



Finding the right school for your child is one of the most dif- 
ficult choices a parent has to make. Church of England 
schools are enormously popular, and in many areas there are 
several children chasing every place. A quick glance at the 
school league tables gives one indication why - church school 
often rank among the top schools academically. But this isn't 
the only reason so many parents want their children to go to 
church schools. As the new Director of Education for the dio- 
cese, Leslie Stephen, explains, the distinctive ethos which 
church schools offer is one that puts building nurturing and 
loving relationships at the top of the curriculum. 

Interview Rebecca Paveley, photo Frank Blackwell 




Children from Finchampstead Church of England primary school, 
Oxfordshire. Photo Frank Blackwell 



A NEW report blasts local 
authorities for ignoring the 
contributions Christians 
make to the cultural life of 
Britain. 

The study, headed by the 
Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt 
Revd Colin Fletcher, accuses 
local authorities of failing to 
realise that without the devo- 
tion and work of churchgoers 
much of the voluntary sector 
in the UK would collapse. 

Called Faith in Culture, 
the report was drafted by an 
group from the Diocese of 
Oxford. It is in response to 
draft strategies published pre- 
viously by regional groups at 
the behest of the Government, 
which were intended to pro- 
mote and set out a ‘joined up 
approach to culture’. 

These strategies failed to 
credit spirituality, religion or 
Christianity as playing any 
part in Britain’s cultural fab- 
ric, the Church report says. 

Bishop Colin said the 
drafts showed ‘deep confu- 
sion’ about what culture 
actually is. 

He said: ‘Many of us have 
come to realise that, because 
as Churches we have often 
failed to ‘tell our story’ 
beyond our own congrega- 
tions it is not altogether sur- 
prising we were ignored. Yet 
the fact remains that we, as 
faith communities, are the 



largest family of voluntary 
organisations in the Thames 
Valley and our involvement in 
a wide spectrum of cultural 
activities is second to none.’ 

The Very Rev Nicholas 
Coulton, Sub-Dean of Christ 
Church, Oxford, says in the 
report, ‘Any truthful repre- 
sentation of heritage needs to 
acknowledge the role of faith 
in sponsoring and inspiring 
the building of churches and 
cathedrals . . . and its flowing 
out into the community in 
social work, in education 
and in hospitals. 

‘The part played today by a 
great army of volunteers 
deserves to be recognised. A 
disproportionate number of 
them come from the churches. 

‘Though fewer than 10 per 
cent of the population are 
frequent churchgoers, more 
than a million people go 
once a week and these are 
twice as likely to engage in 
voluntary work as those 
who do not regularly go to 
church. Those who go to 
church produce some 30 per 
cent of all the people who 
keep alive the country’s vol- 
untary organisations. With- 
out the contribution of 
Christians much voluntary 
work would face collapse,’ 
he warns. 

The full report is available 
at www. oxford.anglican.org 



YES, the league tables show 
that church schools have an 
excellent record, but I don’t 
want to focus on the league 
tables. They show only one 
aspect of our schools. What 
they can’t show is the value we 
place on every single child, 
every single family, regardless 
of their faith tradition or their 
background. Nor do they show 
the value we place on being a 
central part of the Church’s life. 

We have 278 schools in the 
Diocese. They range from 
small, rural primary schools, 
larger urban primaries, through 
to large secondary schools. 
Unlike many other faith 
schools, most of them do not 
try to limit their intake on the 
basis of the faith of the parents. 
Even our aided schools, where 
the governors set the admis- 
sions policy, try to keep a bal- 
ance between church and com- 
munity intake. Sadly, because 



they are so often oversub- 
scribed, choices need to be 
made. But like the Parish 
Church, our schools are there 
for everyone. That is one of 
the essential facts of Anglican 
mission; we value everyone, 
regardless of race, creed or 
position. That is one of our 
core values, and we try to 
ensure that it is a central part 
of the Christian ethos of our 
schools. 

Our schools are an essential 
part of the ministry of the 
Church. We don’t set out to 
convert people, but we do want 
to set an example of Christian 
living. It is much more than the 
way we teach Religious 
Education: it is expressed as 
much in the playground as it is 
in the classroom. It is about 
valuing each other, about set- 
ting a clear vision matched to 
each child’s ability, and about 
surrounding the whole school 



in love and prayer. The local 
church has a role to play in 
praying for its school, its 
teachers and its students. It 
can bring all kinds of 
resources into play, releasing 
creativity in all sorts of ways. 

Part of my vision is to 
increase the number of Church 
secondary schools in the 
Diocese. There is huge demand 
for places that we cannot cur- 
rently meet, and parents don’t 
want the Christian ethos to dis- 
appear once a child has reached 
eleven and has to change 
schools. We need to do more to 
celebrate the work of our 



schools - the parish school part- 
nership, the work of governing 
bodies and the professionalism 
and commitment of our head- 
teachers and teachers. Many of 
whom are working in areas 
where the school provides just 
about the only framework for 
stability in many young peo- 
ple’s lives. 

We have a great deal to thank 
God for in our schools. Above 
all, let’s pray for them, fot their 
children, parents, teachers and 
governors, asking that they can 
bring each child, no matter what 
his or her background, to their 
fullest potential under God. 




WOLFKTON MANORS) 

A Quality Retirement Residence 



Located on the edge of Charminster, one mile from Dorchester, this fully 
modernised home stands in 272 acres of beautiful gardens with rural views. The 
Manor provides quality living in a comfortable and caring environment for 
elderly people who cannot or choose not to fend for themselves. There is 24 
hour staffing, nurse call system and all rooms en-suite. A high standard of food 
is a speciality of the Manor with many guests dining with relatives and friends. 
In the grounds are two sheltered accommodation suites with full “hotel” services 
provided by the Manor for the more independent. 

Due to demand the Manor’s accommodation was recently extended with 8 
more ground floor en suite residential rooms and 5 assisted living suites. All 
with garden views and fully registered for care. Additionally a new sun 
lounge and conservatory were added together with l /i mile of garden paths. 

If you wish to check for vacancies, or would like to receive a brochure 
or visit, please contact: 

Sandra & Keith Shaw 

Wolfeton Manor, Charminster, Dorset DT2 9QL 

Tel: 01305 262340 Fax: 01305 257915 

E mail: - shaw.wolfeton@tesco.net. > 
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Go on - do nothing! 



The holidays season 
is nearly upon us. 

So, for my editorial, 
a little word in 
praise of doing 
nothing. 

We live in such a 
busy, frantic, 
crowded world. Life 
is ever more pres- 
sured. Everyone 
seems to be expecting instant 
response and instant gratifica- 
tion. A recent survey reported 
that on average most of us get 
two hours less sleep per night 
than we would have done 
thirty years ago. Most of us 
are also working longer and 
longer hours. I'm writing this 
at midnight! 

So here's hoping you will 
have some time off this sum- 
mer; and I do sincerely hope 
you are able to waste some of 
it: that you spend it doing that 
rare and beautiful thing - 
nothing. 

In support of my case I 
quote a wise and venerable 
source: 'What I like doing 
best,' said 
Christopher Robin, 'is 
Nothing. 

'How do you do nothing?’ 
asked Pooh, after he had 
wondered for a long time. 

'Well, it's when people call 
out at you just as you're 
going off to do it, ‘What are 
you going to do, Christopher 
Robin?’ and you say ‘Oh 
nothing,’ and then you go 
and do it.' 

'Oh I see,' said Pooh. 

'It means just going along, 
listening to all the things 
you can't hear, and not 



bothering.' 

This seems to me 
to be a very good 
way of spending 
time. In fact I think 
the world would be 
wiser and happier if 
we spent more time 
listening to the 
things we cannot 
hear and therefore 
coming closer to the things we 
cannot see. For ‘faith is the 
assurance of things hoped 
for; the conviction of things 
unseen (Hebrews 11: 1)’. Or 
as C.S. Lewis put it: ‘Heaven 
is much too serious a place for 
work. It will be all dance and 
play there.’ 

Often God can best be 
found in the silences between 
the notes; in what is written 
between the lines: not 

through our effort, or hard 
work, or even our goodness, 
but in those moments of for- 
getfulness, of sleeping and 
dreaming, when we are sud- 
denly caught unawares by the 
wild and mysterious beauty 
of the world. 

So switch off the TV; put 
this paper down for a 
minute; shut your eyes; 
breathe deeply; dream; do 
nothing but listen to the 
things you can't hear. 
Nurture your inner slob. 
You might even find you 
begin to pray - not saying a 
lot of stuff to God, but 
enjoying the intimacy of 
God's presence and the frag- 
ile beauty of each passing 
moment. Or put it another 
way: don't just do some- 
thing, sit there! 



i® I 




BY THE 
BISHOP OF 
READING 



June Appointments 

Revd Anthony Ellis, Team Rector, 
Kidlington w. Hampton Poyle, also 
to be Area Dean, Oxford; Revd 
Margot Hodson, Curate, Grove, to 
be Chaplain, Jesus College, 
Oxford; Sister Irene Lees, Church 
Army Sister, Water Eaton, has 
retired; Revd Richard Martin, 
NSM St Thomas & St Frideswide, 
Oxford, is to resign; Revd David 
Michaels, Team Vicar, Wolvercote 



w. Summertown, to be Priest-in- 
charge, Launceston, Diocese of 
Truro; Revd John Tomlinson, 
Team Vicar, Cowley Team 
Ministry, to be Team Rector, Upper 
Wylye Valley Team Ministry, 
Diocese of Salisbury; Revd 
Margaret Whipp, Tutor, Cranmer 
Hall, Diocese of Durham, to be p/t 
Ecumenical Chaplain, Oxford 
Brookes University. 



Happy ethical holidays! 

Brian Woolnough gives advice on making sure your summer holiday is ethical and not exploitative 




The stuff dream holidays are made of: but is it an ethical destination? 



During the summer most of us think of 
holidays. We used to think of holidays to 
Bournemouth, then to Majorca or 
France; increasingly we are thinking of 
even more distant parts - India, Africa or 
South America. Such travel is taking our 
affluence into poorer regions of the 
world, to developing countries. Tourism 
is big business, both in this country and 
abroad. The public in the UK now spend 
something like £20 billion per year on 
international tourism, of which over £2 
billion is spend in developing countries 
(almost half the amount that the UK gov- 
ernment spends on overseas aid!). In fact, 
eleven of the world’s twelve poorest coun- 
tries depend on tourism for a significant 
part of their foreign exchange and 
employment. 

There are many reasons why we go on 
holidays; to get away from the pressures 
at home, to find relaxation and refresh- 
ment, to spend more time with our fami- 
lies and friends, to develop our hobbies, 
to see something more of the beauties of 
the world and to meet its people, to make 
the world a better place - or at least not 
to make it a worse place. For it is likely 
that our overseas holidays will affect not 

There are too many examples of 
horrendous tourism practices, 
for us to be complacent about 
the effects of our holidays on the 
countries we visit 



only our own lives but also the lives of 
those in the countries we visit - for better 
or for worse. Which brings us to ethical 
tourism. 

Does your holiday enhance or exploit 
the local community? Is your hotel for- 
eign owned, using imported food and 
cheap local labour, and taking the profits 
out of the country, or locally owned, 
using local food with responsible working 
conditions, and feeding into the local 
economy? Has your holiday resort been 
built sympathetically with the local envi- 
ronment or has it destroyed and distorted 
the countryside for the benefit of western 
tourists? Is the holiday encouraging and 
building on the local culture or is it 
importing foreign, western ways? 
Ethical tourism or exploitative tourism? 

A couple of examples from recent visits 



to India. Two excellent hotels in Goa; one 
Indian owned, blending in with the 
coastal environment, employing local 
staff and resources, being used by the 
local community for weddings and as a 
training centre for local chefs, the other 
American owned, with a picture of the 
founders of the chain prominent in the 
entrance lounge, built in western style 
and dominating the local headland, with 
imported food and exported profits. 
Two restaurants in Delhi; one, the 
Quality , Indian owned, with excellent 
Indian food and traditional service, the 
other, Pizza Hut , identical in food and 
service to any other Pizza Hut in the 
world and quite foreign to this local cul- 
ture. The former in each case was rein- 
forcing and benefiting the local communi- 
ty, the latter was exploiting it. 

So what? Can we do anything to make 
our holidays both beneficial to ourselves 
and to the local community? Yes, quite a 
lot. Check with your local travel agency 
that your holiday, your hotel, does fit in 
with the principles of ethical tourism - 
many tour operators are aware of these 
issues now and responsive to them. Find 
out all you can about the local situation 
you will be visiting, and respect and 
explore the culture when you get there. 
When abroad be consciously aware of the 
local community, and get to know them. 
‘Look behind the curtains’. Use public 
transport where possible - it is never less 



than ‘interesting’. Shop and eat where the 
locals do. Go to church with the locals, 
you will be inspired as you recognise the 
oneness of the family of God worldwide - 
especially, but not necessarily, if you share 
the same language. Many of the most 
moving services I have enjoyed have been 
in churches in other countries. And, of 
course, seek to leave the environment as 
you found it, if not better. 

And if you find things around your hol- 
iday more exploitative than ethical, do 
not be afraid to register your disapproval 
and, even, campaign with others when 
you return. There are too many examples 
of horrendous tourism practices, from 
lager louts and property developers Which 
destroy the environment, through ‘all-in’ 
holiday packages and the watering of golf 
courses which destroy the local farming, 
to sex tourism in Asia which destroys vul- 
nerable lives, for us to be complacent 
about the effects of our holidays on the 
countries we visit. 

But above all, when your turn comes, 
do have a great holiday. May it refresh 
and enhance your lives as it does those in 
the local community. 

Brian Woolnough is a volunteer for 
Tear fund 

If you want to find out more about ethi- 
cal tourism contact the following ; 
www.tearfund.org (for A Tearfund guide to 
Tourism ), www.foc-uk.com, www.tourism- 
concern.org.uk. 



NEW MINORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON FICTION, 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORIC, 

POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG. U.K. 
E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 



OLD RAILWAY 
TICKETS 

(Particularly Pre 1950 
and especially platform) 
wanted for private 
collection. 

Tel: 0)227 130344 



ORGANIST 

Committed Christian and MA, FRCO 
is available to deputise in Oxfordshire, 
at short notice, including weddings and 
funerals. Wide experience : reasonable fee 

Tel: Woodstock (01993) 813933 



FIRST DAY COVERS and 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

[01234] 32S531 



Artists in Staged Glass v 

DavId Wasley 

rtlA.ATC.DipAD.FITlGP. 

ConsERyAtOR^ft 
RfstORAtion Specialist 

01494 773712 

www.3RpmitLEnnivmARji$fs.co.UK. 




MIDWINTER 

TABLEWARE 

Popular patterns 
available for 
replacements/additions 
We also buy 
Call: 

020 8888 4725 



Watches Wanted 

Gents pocket and wrist 
watches, military or civilian, 
any condition. Also associated 
items, i.e. chains, keys etc. 
Gold and silver items 
and medals. 

Please phone: 

01691 831162 anytime 



ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER 

needed for small but enthusiastic choir at St. Giles' Church, Stoke 
Poges, Bucks. Sunday services at 9.00am (Common Worship 
Morning Prayer/Communion) and 6.30pm BCP Evensong - except 
first Sundays and festivals when Family Communion at 10.30am. 
Regularly maintained two-manual organ by Rutt & Co. of London. 
Committed Christian and Team Player required. RSCM rates. 
For further details please contact Revd Harry Latham on 
01753 642261 or email: harryandtracy@isaiah61.freeserve.co.uk 



ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, contact: 
GEORGE TUTHILL 

who will be pleased to show you around. 

T^ardington Near Banbury, 

T^OUSE Oxon 0X17 1SD 

NURSING HOME Telephone: (01295) 750513 



Make Money@Home 



Make your house work for you! 

If you are a qualified EFL teacher 
with a spare room, why not host 
and teach mature overseas students 
on short courses. Excellent rates. 

Call Lynn on: 08456 588 440 

or email: learn@intuitionlang.com 
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View from here 






I to the editor 



PC = Proper Courtesy 



‘What I said was 
racist - but Pm 
not a racist. I am 
an idiot’, so said 
Ron Atkinson in 
an interview with 
New Nation, the 
leading newspa- 
per for the black 
community. The 
interview was, no 
doubt, part of a 
damage-limitation exercise 
necessitated by his use of the 
‘N word’ to refer to Chelsea 
defender Marcel Desailly. 

Two things happened in the 
immediate aftermath of his 
insult. Firstly, there was lots 
of discussion about the fact 
that Atkinson thought that the 
microphone was off. Indeed, 
this seemed to be put forward 
as a mitigating factor. Are we 
to understand, then, that this 
kind of language is used of 
black football players all the 
time in commentary boxes 
off-air - it’s only idiots that 
get caught using it in public? 

Secondly, there was the 
familiar venting of spleens 
by those who feel that any 
restriction on people’s lan- 
guage and vocabulary is an 
assault on ‘free speech’. This 
argument is usually (though 
not exclusively) put forward 
by those who have never 
been subjected to any form of 
institutional discrimination 
(and no, being slightly 
taller/smaller than average or 
having red hair does not 
count, for such discrimina- 
tion is not bred into our soci- 
etal bones in the way that 
racism is). Such people sim- 
ply cannot be bothered to 
‘watch their language’. 
Unlike those who are dis- 
criminated against (eg black 
people, women, people with 
disabilities, lesbian and gay 
people) they are used to hav- 
ing the freedom to behave 
exactly as they wish. Such 



freedom is a privi- 
lege, but to them it 
is experienced sim- 
ply as a natural 
entitlement. Their 
argument is against 
the infringement of 
privileges they 
don’t even recog- 
nise that they have. 
The term ‘Political 
Correctness’ or 
‘PC’ is their invention. To 
accuse someone of being PC 
is to say, ‘Just leave me to 
enjoy my unwarranted privi- 
leges and don’t bother me 
with this stuff’. 

Atkinson asked his inter- 
viewer, ‘so, tell me, do you 
think I’m a racist?’ The reply 
came: ‘I don’t think you are 
a racist, but I do think you 
have a racist element in you 
and I don’t think you are 
aware of what racism is.’ 
What a great answer. No 
white person with the ‘N 
word’ in their vocabulary 
can have learned much 
about the history of slavery 
and worldwide racial 
oppression through which 
the ‘N word’ evolved. 
Neither can they have done 
much self-reflection about 
their own part in it. White 
people can never go the 
whole way with this process, 
but we are called to engage 
with it constantly. 

A priest sharing Big Ron’s 
surname said this to me the 
other day, ‘I’ll tell you what 
PC means to me. It means 
Proper Courtesy. I believe 
members of oppressed groups 
have a right to choose how 
they are described.’ Those of 
us who share in institutionalised 
privilege have two choices: to 
opt for the personal conven- 
ience of doing and speaking 
exactly as we please - or to 
work for the dignity of oth- 
ers, including by minding 
our language. 




On Pilgrimage; Clergy bookshelves; Christ Church cards 



Teenagers on Pilgrimage 

O N April 18 we took a 
group of older teenagers on a 
pilgrimage as the culmination 
of our looking at the story of 
the Exodus. Like the Israelites 
we ate together, packed up 
the leftovers and set off. 

We were thrilled to be greeted, 
prayed with and encouraged 
on our way by George 
Cannon at Brightwell 
Baldwin, who had just 
taken the Family Service 
there. We met welcoming, 
positive people at the other 
churches we visited 
and finished at Dorch- 
ester Abbey where John 
Crowe gathered us up for a 
great tour of the abbey, 
lots of information, a 
‘ghost’ story and final 
prayer. The tea and cake at 
the abbey was like manna 
from heaven. 

The purpose of this letter 
is to express our delight 
and gratitude to the 
church family who made 
this such a memorable day 
for the young people, as 
well as us leaders. The 
heavy, perpetual rain 
made it something of a 
wilderness experience but 
the joy of church life and 
the Spirit working every- 
where we went was a great 
encouragement, which we 
shall all remember. 

Jean Carroll 
Hermione Evans 
Emmer Green, Reading 



Clergy reading? 

ON World Book Day this year 
we heard that clergy as an 
occupational group are at the 
bottom of the league in the 
hours they spend reading for 
pleasure; on average only 2 
hours 40 minutes per week. 
One explanation for this is 
the busy-ness of the clergy 
person's day. How many of 
the clergy read regularly any- 
thing more substantial than 



the constant stream of neces- 
sary, but ephemeral, material 
that flows across our desks 
from the whole range of local 
and national church-related 
organisations? Fewer than 
might be expected, I infer 
from that survey. Unless read- 
ing for spiritual and profes- 
sional development is utterly 
unpleasurable and has been 
excluded from the count, 
which I can't imagine it was, 
then there is at least a hint 
here that clergy generally are 
not reading enough to sustain 
their consistent development. 
And even if the clergy figures 
reflect only relaxed reading 
for pleasure outside of strictly 
religious topics it suggests 
clergy as a group are not as in 
touch with contemporary cul- 
ture as others in their commu- 
nities. Neither of these posi- 
tions is a good one for the lead- 
ers of the church when there is 
so much change in society and 
the church's mission. 

Are there any remedies? I 
agree the demands of the cler- 
gy day appear to leave little 
time for reading. Yet I believe 
limited access to new books, 
and lack of information 
about books is a very impor- 
tant barrier. Many church 
members including clergy will 
have books sitting on their 
shelves at home that others 
would benefit from hearing 
about and borrowing. Might 
it be possible to facilitate the 
sharing of enthusiasm about 
good books, and also the lend- 
ing and borrowing of books, 
using some form of web-based 
information exchange, creat- 
ing a sort of virtual and col- 
lective lending-library? I'd 
love to hear from anyone 
interested in this idea. My 
email address is david@all- 
saintswokingham.org.uk 
Revd David Hodgson 
Wokingham 



All change at Christ Church? 

The May edition of The Door 
has been the most successful 
edition that I can remember, in 
Christ Church at any rate. 
Why? Because all the copies 
available at Christ Church dis- 
appeared long ago and a 
steady stream of people are 
looking for a copy. What has 
caused all this interest? Two 
articles, on membership cards 
and a centre spread looking at 
Christ Church as our 
Cathedral. Herewith I add my 
contribution to the debate. 

Not another flipping card! 

I did a quick check. My wallet 
already contains more than 20 
different cards. Credit and 
Bank cards, Professional 
Society cards, library and 
other membership cards, loy- 
alty cards. Where will it all 
end? Soon I will need to carry 
an index card to find the one I 
want. Now I will need a card 
to get into my Cathedral. 

Don’t get me wrong, I thor- 
oughly support the introduc- 
tion of this card, but I suspect 
it is being introduced for the 
wrong reasons and may be 
symptomatic of the ‘New 
Broom’ currently sweeping 
through Christ Church. 

Why do we need a card? We 
are told it is to make us feel we 
belong and to let us gain easy 
access to Christ Church. 
Access to Christ Church? I 
have never had a problem in 
20 years although I admit 
some people have run the 
gauntlet of the custodians. 
However, will this card help 
address the problems some 
people face? 

As presented, this card will 
make no difference to regular 
congregation members. It may 
make life easier for visitors 
from the rest of the Diocese 
but I am not convinced. 

Probably the bulk of visitors 
are those making specific trips 
to the Cathedral to hear the 
choir or marvel at the build- 



ing. These people often travel 
hundreds, even thousands of 
miles but the card won’t help 
them even if they are members 
of the Church of England. 
Armed with the knowledge 
that access to Christ Church 
depends on a card, access at 
the main gate will become 
more not less difficult without 
a card. 

As I said, I support the con- 
cept of a Membership Card, 
but this should be a Church of 
England card, not one that 
seeks to separate the Oxford 
Diocese from everyone else. 
Also, if the aim is really to 
make people feel that they 
belong, why not link the card 
to tangible benefits. Allow 
people to obtain a discount at 
the shop on production of 
their card. This may really 
stimulate a sense of belonging 
and draw more people to our 
marvellous Cathedral. 

John Weir 
Kennington 

Christ Church cards 

What a couple of very odd 
articles in the May Door about 
the Cathedral. I have known 
the place for over 60 years. 

I have worshipped there in 
high summer with the sun 
shining gloriously through the 
variety of stained glass win- 
dows. I have worshipped there 
in the dark of winter, whep the 
friendly shadows enclose me in 
a loving embrace. It is not the 
people who matter there, they 
come and go, but it is the 
peace of God which matters. 
For these people, who cannot 
feel this, I am sorry. Try sitting 
quietly, either during a service 
or just for 10 minutes in 
silence and open your mind to 
what is there. 

Jane Birch 
Oxford 

The Editor reserves the right 
to edit all letters submitted 
for publication in The Door 




COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by experienced and 
qualified practitioner. Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



cross 









& 
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Choices to make? Feeling stuck? 

I am a trained personal coach with a background 
in ministry training in Oxford Diocese, and offer 
a 4-session coaching programme that can help 
you discern your next step. 

Dr Anne Borrowdale 01865 432915 
email: anne@anneborrowdale.co.uk 
www.anneborrowdale.co.uk 



ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL 

READING, BERKSHIRE 

An independent day school for girls aged 3-18. 

PREPARATORY DEPARTMENT 

with after school care facilities 

OPEN MORNING 

SATURDAY 12 JUNE 2004 
10.00 A.M.TO MID-DAY 

Join us for coffee and croissants 
and bring jour friends 

• Applications are now welcome for entry in September 2004 
from girls aged 3 to 10 years. 

• Places are available in Year 6 following the expansion of our 
very successful Junior Department. 

For further information and a copy of our prospectus, please contact: 

St Joseph’s Convent School, 

Upper Redlands Road, Reading, Berkshire RG1 5JT 
Tel: 01 18 966 1000 
www.st-josephs.reading.sch.uk 
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Michael Brierley, chaplain to the Bishop of Oxford, married his wife Joss at a church in Glastonbury 

Civil or church? - adding 
up the costs 



CIVIL: Sharon Howard married her husband 
earlier this year at the Bignell Park Hotel, in 
Chesterton, near Bicester. 

She says she chose a civil ceremony for a 
number of reasons. 

‘We normally only attend church for wed- 
dings, funerals and christenings. We are not 
regular church-goers, nor are our friends and 
family, and we have both been married before. 

‘We also wanted a location which could 
cater for all aspects of our day - ceremony, 
reception and accommodation for guests, all 
in one location,’ she said. 

The couple live in Bicester and both work 
for the same company. Sharon is a finance and 
human resources administrator and Andy a 
Company Secretary. 

Though she was nervous of adding up the 
total cost for her big day, in fact it only came 
to £4,300 - far less than the average wedding 
today, which is around £17,000. 

Of these costs, the room hire at the hotel for 
the ceremony cost £250 and hiring registrars 
£310 By far the biggest cost was her reception, 
on which she spent £1950. She saved money 
by buying her dress in a sale for just £100. 
Many brides spend more than a £1,000 on 
their dress. 

TOTAL COST £4,300 



CHURCH: Penny Stephens is getting married 
in July She has spent months preparing every 
detail of her wedding day, at St Mary’s in 
Iffley, near Oxford. 

The total cost of her wedding will be much 
closer to the national average, around 
£15,000. But the church costs are just a frac- 
tion of this, at around £400. This figure even 
includes the bellringers, organist, flowers, 
reading the banns and the certificate. 

‘We couldn’t believe it was so little, com- 
pared to the cost of everything else,’ she said. 

For Penny and her fiance Nick, a church 
wedding was the only option. ‘It was impor- 
tant for us as we are both Christians. We 
weren’t going to church in Iffley originally, but 
we have become communicants there and are 
on the electoral roll. The vicar agreed to 
marry us if we would join the electoral roll. 
Iffley is very popular for weddings as it is so 
pretty.’ 

Penny said she would have loved to have the 
chance to get the whole ‘package’ from the 
Church, as Jeremy Trigg suggests (right). ‘It 
would have made planning much easier, if the 
Church had links with photographers and 
caterers.’ 

TOTAL COST £15,000 



Sharing faith between 
Oxford and Eastbourne 



THE Church of St John the Evangelist in Meads, Eastbourne 
held a nine-day ‘Celebration of Faith’ at the beginning of May, 
in which a team from St Nicholas, Marston, Oxford, was 
invited to take part. This was an opportunity for faith-sharing 
by the St Nicholas team and the St John’s congregation with 
the latter’s neighbours and friends. 

Meads is in a beautiful location high on the edge of 
Eastbourne, with great views of the sea and the rest of the 
town. The parish boundary includes the whole of Beachy 
Head, and one of the most significant events of the week was 
a seven-mile prayer walk round the bounds of the parish, 
praying as we walked and at special points of which one was 
the top of Beachy Head itself, near the edge of the cliff. 

Members of the congregation had organised no less than 65 
events during the week. These included a boat trip to the 
Beachy Head lighthouse and a concert. We also took part in 
and shared our faith at lunches, tea parties, a visit to a bistro, 
coffee mornings, visits to the local school, a garden party, vis- 
its to care homes, a meeting for the St John’s bereavement 
group, a Saturday morning breakfast (especially appreciated 
by working people) and Sunday and weekday services. 

Rosemary Green led the team from Marston, and with her 
were Tony and Alison Price, Guy and Marion Greenstreet, 

Tess Nowell, Jane Burd, Jenny Parker, Ieuan and Valerie Lloyd 
Jones, Clemency Fox and Michael Green, who joined us for 
the final weekend and spoke at four events. 

We all experienced an exhilarating sense of warmth and love 
and hospitality. There was some apprehension, too, at the 
beginning of the venture, but that was dispelled after a very 
short time by the rediscovery that, as we shared our faith and 
the love of Jesus with others, God showered his love on every- 
one. The Revd Geoffrey Daintree, the Vicar of St John’s and 
the Revd. Katie Lefroy, the curate, commented at the end of 
the week: ‘Lives have been touched; the faith of some here has 
grown and for some been ignited’. 

Thanks be to God! _ 

Clemency Fox 



Address Postcode . 

Tel 020 7388 4954 fax 020 7383 4812 email stluke@stlukeshospital.org.uk 
www.stlukeshospital.org.uk Registered Charity No. 209236 



St Luke’s 



HOSPITAL FOR THE CLERGY 

I9C4-2004 !QC Yean; of Christian Core 



St Luke's is 
independent, 
surgical hospital 
providing free 
consultation and 
treatment for Anglican 
clergy and their families. 

255 honorary consultants 
give their time for free 
but the hospital still costs 
£4500 per day to run and 
we rely entirely on 
donations for this. With 
your help we can give life- 
saving treatment, carry 
out 700 operations per 
year and provide specialist 
care in an atmosphere of 
peace and reflection. 

Please help us to help them. 



Please send your donation to St Luke's Hospital for the Clergy, 14 Fitzroy Square, 
London wit 6AH (Please make cheques payable to St Luke's Hospital for the Clergy) 
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Weddings 



What price 
a traditional 
church wedding? 

Jeremy Trigg explains the idea behind a new drive to put the 
church back at the centre of the wedding industry and, (left) 
two brides say why they picked their venues - and reveal 
how much they spent on their big day 



‘I THOUGHT this marriage thing was old fash- 
ioned and irrelevant.... then I met Kate.’ Words 
spoken to me by a friend not long ago. He was 
describing how discovering that he loved Kate 
as well as being in love with her had made him 
change his mind. He’d always vowed he’d 
never get married. Now he couldn’t wait for 
the day. ‘It’s the only thing you can do with 
love that says how serious you are,’ he said. 
‘It’s just a pity it’s so expensive to do it proper- 
ly and we’re going to have to spend so long 
saving up.’ 

The more I thought about that, the more I 
saw that he was right. The average cost of a 
wedding today is £17,000 to £20,000! Now it 
may be true that your wedding day is the most 
important day of your life, but come on! 
There’s got to be a different way of doing 
things. What chance have you got of paying 
that if you’re on benefit? That’s not to say you 




Iffley St Mary's is always a popular choice for 
brides and grooms. Photo Frank Blackwell 



can’t do it for less, but of course we all know 
you get what you pay for. 

The ‘Wedding Industry’ is booming. If 
you’ve any doubt about that get hold of a 
publication like ‘The Wedding Guide’, or go 
online and type ‘Wedding’ into any search 
engine and you’ll see what I mean. The num- 
ber of people getting married in church is 
declining, but the industry is booming. So 
where are we going wrong? There’ are lots of 
theories on this, but I’d like to put two very 
simple ones forward. 

The big attraction of hotel and stately home 
weddings is that you can have everything on 
site, and they’ve gone out of their way to 
think about important little details like well 
kept indoor and outdoor areas for photo- 
graphs and in lots of cases safe areas for chil- 
dren. They’ve also got a bar to pass away the 
endless hours while the photographer does his 
stuff. It makes more sense. The second reason 
is that the Church has often been guilty of 
making things hard for people to get married. 
It’s not entirely our fault since the legal frame- 
work is not the most liberal in the world and 
the bad news is it doesn’t appear that even the 
proposed changes to legislation are going to 
make it much easier for us. We’re also hung 
up on the idea that Christian weddings can 
only take place in churches. Yet anybody 
who’s up to date on their mission reading will 
have picked up that most people today don’t 
necessarily look to the Church as a place 
where they encounter God. 

Belief in marriage 

So it’s time to do something about it! The first 
thing I want to say is we need to own and be 
quite unashamed about our belief in Christian 
marriage. It’s the best thing since sliced bread! 
We then need to say so, and say so where we 
will be heard, and there’s a sporting chance we 
might make people think. That to me says we 
need to be in the wedding market place. We 
have something unique to offer people: a life- 
long package of support, and we’re not out to 
make money out of them! So we need to place 
ourselves and the package we are offering to 
people alongside others who are competing 
with us. In the wedding fairs. To put my money 
where my mouth is, we’ve had one very suc- 
cessful wedding fair in St George’s Church, 
Wolverton and we’re hoping to have another in 
the near future. When we do, come along and 
see how the church can creatively engage in the 
wedding market place. 



Using our assets 

The second thing we need to do is to make the 
best possible use of the assets we have: our 
church buildings and our vast experience at 
conducting weddings. We know what we are 
doing! That’s not complacency: it’s fact! 
Where we let ourselves down is in the little 
things, like working with a local photographer 
to select A+ conditions. Photographers want to 
take good photographs and will talk up the 
places where they know they can do so. 

But there are two more things that need to be 
done. We need to try to get down the cost of a 
wedding to an ‘affordable price’ without com- 
promising on the memorable occasion. How 
do we do that? By looking at the possibilities 
for holding the wedding breakfast on site as 
near as possible to the church. We need to have 



We have something unique to 
offer people. A life long package 
of support, and we're not out to 
make money out of them! 



the confidence to form our own little local 
businesses to compete with the ‘everything on 
site’ option at the hotel or stately home. 
That’s exactly what we’re trying to do in 
Wolverton. In our case we have no church hall, 
but we do have a lawn. So we’ve entered into 
an informal partnership with a marquee firm 
and team of caterers to offer the complete ‘on 
site’ wedding. Our early sums suggest that 
we’ve chopped a considerable sum off that 
average cost. We do aim to make money, but 
this is what we plan to do with it. We will put 
25 per cent into a fund run by a local parish 
based charity to help those who cannot afford 
to get married with the cost of their weddings. 
Of the rest of the income, 10 per cent will go 
into the Deanery Share account, 40 per cent to 
cover what we see as the need for additional 
pastoral and ministerial hours, and 25 per cent 
into maintenance 

That’s our vision. It all started from our 
belief that Christian marriage is so good we’ve 
got to share it, and make it as accessible to peo- 
ple as we can. What will turn our vision into 
reality is prayers, yours and ours. 

Jeremy Trigg 

Rector of Wolverton 






autosave 



Put 

yourself 
in the 
driving 




For over 20 years Autosave has provided quality new, 
nearly new and used vehicles at exceptional prices to 
churches, charities and associations. Now you too can 
take advantage of this excellent service. 

£99 deposit drive 
away deal. 

2003/53 

Vauxhall Corsa 1.0 (1 2v) GLS 
5 door 

• 12,000miles • Choice of colours 

• Power steering • Electric windows 

• Immobiliser • Airbag 

• Central locking • Save £3,821 

autosave price 




2003/52 
Ford Mondeol.8 LX 5 door 

• 1 2,000miles • Choice of colour 
• Air Conditioning • Power steering 
• Electric Windows • Immobiliser • ABS 
> Airbag • Central locking • Save £5,647 
autosave price 




2001 /Y 

Citroen Picasso 1.6 LX 5 door 

• 38,OOOmiles • Choice of colour 

• Power steering • Electric Windows 

• Immobiliser • ABS • Airbag 

• Central locking Diesels also available 

autosave price 



2000/W 
Fiat Punto 1.2 3 door 

• 36, OCX) miles • Red • Power steering 
• Immobiliser • Airbag 
• Radio Cassette 

£17.17 pw equivalent 

autosave price 



3,599 




Each car comes with; 

• 120 point quality inspection and you 

are provided with an independent 
report * 

• Service and prepared prior to delivery 

• 1 2 months parts and labour warranty 

• 1 2 months Mot 



cn • 6 months road tax 




Tailor Made Finance Service 

Total credit charge 
£1,073.42 



Price £3.599 

Deposit £99 

Amount of credit £3500 
Charges £888.42 

Acceptance fee £125 
Purchase fee£6Q 



Repayment balance 
£4373.42 

Total amount payable 
£4,672.42 
Weekly equivalent 
£17.17 

APR 11.4% 



simply the best way to buy your next car 

0114 2554040 

fax: 0114 255 4949 Autos* 1 



www.autosdve.co.uk 

email: heipUne@>autc?save.c©.uk 



Autbs*v4 Limited 
London House, 
little London Road 
Sheffield SB DUH 



www.autosave.co.uk 
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me 



Volunteer Reading Help 



- to Volunteer 



For better 
mental health 



Volunteer Vacancies 
with Oxfordshire Mind 

We are looking for volunteers 
in the following roles 
The Crisis Line Listening & supporting people in distress 
is a tough call, could you rise to the challenge? 

Full training program, good support & supervision, evening work 
from home. Training starts Thursday 17th June in central Oxford. 
Call Jen Cothier on 01865 791 105 or email crisis.line@virgin.net 

Treasurer Needed 

To join the Board of Trustees & provide help & guidance over the 
financial management of the organisation. Do you have a sound 
knowledge of accountancy & finance? Call Patrick Taylor on 
01865 310 830 for more details. 



VOLUNTEER LINK-UP 

recruits volunteers for organisations in Witney 
and the surrounding area. 

Could you offer your skills or time to help with arts 
and crafts, computers, home-visiting, secretarial 
work, gardening, fund-raising, driving? 

For further information or more ideas, 
contact us on: 01993 776277 
Email: westoxonvb@freeuk.com 
Web: www.westoxfordshrvb.care4free.net 
or call in to the office in the Methodist Church 
Centre, 10 Wesley Walk, Witney, 
open 9 - 1 every weekday. 

Registered Charity No: 297805 



Books and reading are generating a 
great deal of excitement at the 
moment. More books are being 
bought than ever before; there are a 
growing number of literary prizes; and, 
everywhere, there are book clubs - at 
work, in libraries, online and in private 
homes. Mention of a previously 
unknown book on 'The Book Club 7 slot 
of 'Richard and Judy 7 generated an 
increase in sales of 870%! 

It 7 s easy to forget that for a large 
number of adults and children there is 
no enjoyment to be had from reading 
or discussing books. When you strug- 
gle to read the easiest words and sen- 
tences, working your way through a 
book is a depressing, tedious chore. 
Volunteer Reading Help, a national 
organisation, was set up with the aim 
of helping children to discover the 
pleasures that reading can bring. 
Volunteers visit a local primary school 
and give one-to-one attention to chil- 
dren who are finding reading difficult. 
As Volunteer Co-ordinator, my role is 



to recruit, select and train new volun- 
teers, and to ensure that all volunteers 
feel well-supported by Volunteer 
Reading Help (VRH). Part of my job 
involves visiting schools, talking to 
headteachers and teachers, and seeing 
volunteers in action. 

Recently I went into a school where 
the head and class teacher were both 
keen to talk to me about one particu- 
lar boy. Jack is ten and used to hate 
reading and writing. He was quite 
often ill and away from school, which 
meant that he had fallen behind. 

He was one of three children chosen 
to work with Volunteer Reading 
Helper, Sue. She came into school 
twice a week and saw each child for 
half an hour each time. She had a 
box of books and games supplied by 
VRH, which she used as the basis for 
relaxed and lively sessions with lots of 
conversation, encouragement and fun. 
All the children have benefited from 
their time with Sue but for Jack, in 
particular, the effect has been dramat- 



ic. He has started saving up his pock- 
et money to buy books, and has even 
been seen using his precious break 
time to practise writing sentences. 

This, the Head was keen to assure me, 
was "all down to Sue/ 7 
All over the county, more than 240 
volunteers are working in about 140 
primary schools. They all have similar 
stories to tell - of children gaining in 
confidence, and becoming excited 
about reading and books. 

Volunteers don't need any qualifica- 
tion; just enthusiasm, patience and 
three hours a week to spare during 
term times. Training is free and local. 
If you feel you would like to help make 
a difference for children like Jack, do 
please contact me on 0845 4500329, 
oxfordshire@vrh.org.uk. or at VRH, 
Oxford Community School, Glanville 
Road, Oxford 0X4 2 AU. 

Hilary Burr -Volunteer Co-ordinator, 
Volunteer Reading Help. 



VOLUNTEERING FAIR - Saturday 5th June 2004 
9.30am - 1.30pm at Banbury Town Hall 



Did you know that 1st - 
7th June is National 
Volunteers Week? What 
better time could there be 
to promote the work of 
volunteers and encourage 
those living in and around 
Banbury to give a little of 



WHERE CAN YOU VOLUNTEER? 

Find a world of opportunities in the 2004 Guide to volunteering and 
working overseas for development. Details at www.wse.org.uk 
We also offer: 

♦ comprehensive travel insurance for overseas volunteers and workers 

♦ voluntary placements and electives 

♦ unique and effective self coaching through e>volve 

♦ Opportunities Abroad the UK’s only development job magazine 

♦ the Survival Guide - the complete travellers e-book 



AFRICA EUROPE ASIA LATIN AMERICA INDIA FAR EAST UK 

Christians Abroad 237 Bon Marche Centre 241-251 Ferndale Road London SW9 8BJ 

www.cabroad.org.uk tel 0870 770 7990 registered charity 265867 



their time to help others 
within their local 
community? People 
volunteer for many 
different reasons and have 
varying amounts of time to 
spare. They may have skills 
and interests to share or 
they made need to develop 
new skills and interests. It 
is, after all, a two way 
process and volunteering 
should provide a fulfiling 
and enjoyable experience 
however simple or involved 
the task may be. If you 
think you might be 
interested in volunteering 
or, for the moment, would 
just like to know more 
about the opportunities 
available and the work of 
the many charitable and 



voluntary organisations in 
the area; please attend this 
event. You will be able to 
talk to representatives 
from many organisations 
and those of us 
representing the Volunteer 
Bureau and Council for 
Voluntary Service. Most 
organisations offer relevant 
training, support and travel 
expenses so although you 
would not be paid for your 
work you should not be out 
of pocket and could gain 
new skills, interests and 
friends. We look forward 
to welcoming you and hope 
that you might find what 
YOU are looking for. 

If your organisation uses 
volunteers, please come 
along and support this 



event the reward may 

be more volunteers. 

The town Mayor has 
agreed to open and host 
the volunteering Fair. To 
make it a success we really 
do need a good 
representation of the many 
volunteer deploying 
organisations in and 
around Banbury to attend. 
There will be a small 
charge for a table to 
display your wares or you 
may prefer to share a 
table. If you just want to 
wander around that's fine 
but 

DO COME. 

For more information, or 
to book a table contact 
Moira or Mary on 01295 
279515. 



Oxford • Research • Group 

Building bridges for global security 

Oxford Research Group is a NGO working to 
promote non-violent solutions to conflict, based in a 
village near Oxford. We are looking for a part-time 
volunteer to help with general office tasks during a 
particularly busy period in June/July. In return we 
offer experience of working in a busy, happy 
atmosphere, homemade lunch, expenses, 
and insight into how a small NGO operates. 

Please visit our website on: 
www.oxfordresearchgroup.org. uk 
and telephone 01865 242 819 






Volunteer Reading Help 

confjflfen? children. literate fc* life 



Nine-year old Jack used to hate 
reading. Now, he saves up his 
pocket money to buy books. 

What made the difference? 

Sue, his Volunteer Reading Helper, 
gave him the confidence he needed to discover that 
reading can be fun. 

Could you make a difference for children like Jack? 

You don’t need qualifications; just enthusiasm, patience 
and a few hours a week to help children in a local school. 
Training is free and local. Any travel expenses will be paid. 

To find out more, contact Hilary Burr on 0845 4500329 
oxfordshire@vrh.org.uk VRH, Oxford Community School, 
Glanville Road, Oxford 0X4 2AU. 



r 7eam workers" 
aged 1 7* needed 

for children’s & youth camps 
WHERE: Devon + Dorset WHEN: July & August 
For more details & free video loan contact: 
Youth Office, WEC International, Bulstrode, 
Oxford Rd, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8SZ 

Email: youth-bulstrode@lineone.net 
Website: www.weccamps.com 

Tel: 01753 278 113 



ABINGDON 8 DISTRICT 
VOLUNTEER CENTRE 

URGENTLY 

NEEDS YOU 

HAVE YOU RECENTLY RETIRED? 

DO YOU HAVE A CAR? 

DO YOU ENJOY MEETING PEOPLE? 

DO YOU HAVE A FEW HOURS SPARE TIME? 

IF SO. THEN BECOME ONE OF OUR 
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS. 

YOU WILL RECEIVE REIMBURSEMENT TO 
COVER YOUR PETROL COSTS. 

INTERESTED? 

Then either call in to see us at 
The Baptist Church Centre, 35 Ock Street, 
Abingdon or 

Telephone: 01235 522438 

The office is open every weekday between 
10.00am and 12.30pm 

Registered Chanty No. 269398 



ABINGDON a DISTRICT 
VOLUNTEER CENTRE 

The Centre started up just over thirty 
years ago and gave help to local elderly 
and infirm people, with such things as 
Gardening, Shopping and Transport. In 
recent years however, due to the age and 
numbers of available volunteers, we have 
concentrated on transport only. It now 
provides volunteer drivers to take people 
who need help (due to frailty or financial 
reasons) to attend appointments at 
Hospitals, Health Centres and Doctor's 
Surgeries in the area, eg. John Radcliffe, 
Raddiffe Infirmary, Marcham Road Health 
Centre etc. It is very rewarding to do, and 
is much appreciated by the clients that are 
carried. We Have now reached a point 
where the demand for transport is, on 
occasions, stretching us to the limit and 
we have unfortunately not been to 
provide it. It is for this reason that we are 
urgently appealing for more drivers to 
help us continue with this worthwhile 
work. 



Can you spare 2 hours a week to be a 

family friend? 

family friends is an independent 
voluntary organisation which offers 
support to families in the 
Royal Borough 

• Full induction training given 

• Develop new skills, ongoing training 

• Meet other volunteers, make new 
friends 

• Make a difference to the local 
community with hands on 
involvement 

Like to find out more? 
Contact Keith or Lindsey for an 
informal chat on: 

01628 683395 

After all... What are Friends For? 



Headway Oxford 

Headway Oxford provides support for families and 
individuals affected by brain injury. We work with 
people aged 19-70 who may have had a 
traumatical ly acquired brain injury through say an 
accident or assault, or other types of injury such as a 
stroke, tumour, cerebral haemorrhage, or viral 
infection. Based at 4 Bagley Wood Road, 

Kennington, our activities fall into three areas: a day 
service; support in the community; and breaks for 
carers. 

The day service aims to help members to continue 
rehabilitation after discharge from hospital and to 
maximise skills. We work on memory problems, 
social skills, confidence building and physical skills 
such as balance and hand-eye co-ordination. We have 
a computer training room where members can 
improve their IT skills and use the internet. 

Our community support worker makes regular visits 
to the main hospitals where she meets with families 
of people recently injured and passes on information 
about brain injury and services available from 
Headway and other local organisations. She also 
makes home visits to provide advice and support in 
finding the next step after hospital discharge. 

Support for carers is an important part of Headway 
Oxford's work. Time off for carers is provided 
through the day service and via short holidays. Some 
carers get a total break at home, while others, whose 
family member cannot be separated from them, 
come along as well. With the help of staff and 
volunteers everyone has a great time and carers are 
given as much free time as possible. Further 
information on the work of Headway Oxford from 
Sheila Sargeant on 01865 739373 or Jackie 
Goodwin on 01865 326263. 



Banbury Volunteer Bureau 

VOLUNTEERS’ FAIR 

Saturday 5th June 2004 

at 

Banbury Town Hall 

9.30am - 1 .00pm 

Come in for a cup of coffee and find out more 
about the many organisations in and around 
BANBURY who are in need of volunteers 



HEADWAY 

OXFORD 




Headway 



the brain injury association 



Lively group with Brain Injury 
need VOLUNTEERS 

at Day Service in KENNINGTON on 
Tuesdays and/or Fridays. 

Activities include computers, memory work, 
art and craft, gardening, and outings. 

Further information from Sheila or Jackie on 

01865 326263/739373 




Volunteering 
fc england 

Invite you to Change lives 
including your own 

For further information contact your local 
volunteer centre (a member of Volunteering 
England) 

❖ Aylesbury Vale , 

Christine 01 296 337456 \ 

email: volunteering@valevolunteers.org.uk 

❖ Chiltern 

Joy 01494 793 470 email: vb@vacsb.org.uk 

f * High Wycombe 

Sue or Tess 01494 451 700 
email: wycombevb@volunteerfocus.org.uk 
❖ Milton Keynes 
Kate 01908 662 744 
email: enquiries@volunteermk.co.uk 
❖ South Bucks 

/Oi Sheila 01 753 893 793 

email: sthbucksvb@care4free.net 

You’ll be amazed at what you can do! 
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Saturday 26th & Sunday 27th Jui 
from 10.30am - 4.30p 



Kfc Sheep Dog Trials *& Falconry Displays 
Tours of the Rose Garden 
Advice from garden writer - Gareth Salter 



*4. Learn a new painting technique with 

Sharon Townsend 



FREE Wine tasting Visits from so 

Fun FREE to enter 



compettti 



€x®itien Cksatre 

Nuneham Courtenay, Oxford 
Tel: 01865 343454 
w\vw. notcu tts.co . uk 



E ipi # # # # 

run activities 1 
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Women priests 



A celebration of 
ministry and unity 



ST MARY the Virgin in Oxford 
has been the scene for many 
historic sermons and events 
and last month was no excep- 
tion. Campaigners and women 
clergy ordained almost every 
year since April 1994 gathered 
for a panel discussion about 
ten years of women priests in 
the life of the church in 
England and wider afield. 

Anna Thomas Betts and 
Bishop Richard, both of whom 
voted in favour in General 
Synod, were joined by a vicar, 
Janet Russell, Pauline Perry, 
who chaired the review on the 
Crown Appointments system, 
and by Bishop Jane Dixon, the 
recently retired Suffragan 
Bishop from Washington D.C. 
The main focus of the ques- 
tions was about living with 
division and the only area of 
real disagreement came over 
whether to rescind the act of 
Synod. Both Jane Dixon and 
Pauline Perry were strongly for 



the end of it while the others 
were continuing to live with 
the two integrities. 

After lunch we were off to 
the Cathedral for a service of 
celebration and re-dedication, 
and then a cup of tea in the 
Great Hall. 

It was a very moving serv- 
ice. Archdeacon Sheila 
presided and Bishop Jane 
preached. The full sermon is on 
the diocesan website 
(www.oxford.anglican.org) 
but she reminded us that we 
needed to live the inclusive 
Good News that Jesus pro- 
claimed and lived himself. 
Many of the women ordained 
priest in 1994 in the diocese 
returned, robed and processed, 
making a striking centrepiece 
among all three of the bishops, 
archdeacons and the residen- 
tiary Canons. Readings by 
Catherine Ross, and Penny 
Nairne, and intercessions led 
by Rosemary Tucker, all of 



whom had been active sup- 
porters of the ordination of 
women, wove together clergy 
and laity in this celebration. 

Sunday morning saw a 
woman either presiding or 
preaching in most of the 
churches in the diocese and 
Sunday evening brought the 
celebrations to a close with a 
service in each of the churches 
that had witnessed the ordina- 
tions in April 1994: St Mary’s 
in Reading, All Saints in High 
Wycombe, St Mary’s in 
Banbury, St Nicholas in 
Abingdon, St Peter and Paul in 
Buckingham. There were sto- 
ries from women, a ladies’ peal 
of Yorkshire Major at 
Chalfont St. Giles, and in all 
these places a celebration of 
the wholeness which ordina- 
tion of women to the priest- 
hood has brought to the 
ministry of the church. 

Keith Lamdin 
Director of STEM 







Procession of the first women to be ordained into Christ Church 

photo Frank Blackwell 



Joy at Banbury 

MORE than 100 people cele- 
brated the 10th anniversary of 
the ordination of women at a 
special service in St Mary’s 
Church, Banbury. Led by the 
Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt 
Revd Colin Fletcher OBE, 
men and women priests from 
Banbury and the surrounding 
area reflected on the changes 
that they have seen in the life 
of the Church of England 
since the original ordination 
service at St Mary’s. Stella 
Fairbairn, associate priest at St 
Mary’s, was ordained at that 
service. She spoke of her joy 
on that day, and of the privi- 
lege since then of being able to 
serve the people of Banbury as 
a priest both at St Mary’s and 
at the Katharine House 
Hospice where she had served 
as a part-time chaplain. 




Rt Revd Colin Fletcher and 
Stella Fairburn, associate priest 




ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265683 



BARBADOS 

ST. JAMES 

Luxury beach front 
cottages, villas, studio. 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air-conditioned, 
privately owned villa. Sleeps 
8/10, own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 

Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01 865 326776 



CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel AA+++ 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 



I SHROPSHIRE 

Cosy cottages. 

3 & 4 star ETB Graded. 
Wheelchair Access M2. 

Linen provided. Dogs 
welcome. Short breaks. 
Brochure. 

Tel 01694 722869 

www.botvylefarm.co.uk 



RIBBLE VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Wheelchair friendly 
Tel: 01200 445370 

pilko@highergills.co.uk 

www.highergills.co.uk 



DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast 
2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 
Heated Indoor Pool. 
Games Barn. Peace and quiet 
in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 

www.northcotemanorfarm.co.uk 



Holiday Inn Southampton "Your Perfect Venue" 



Special rates available to suit 
your budgets and needs 

• Conferences midweek and weekends 

• Exhibitions 

• Family Celebrations 

• Weddings 

• Christening Receptions 

• Funeral Gatherings 

To discuss your event call Sarah 
Morgan or Cindy Page on: 

0870 400 9073 - Quote PP04 
Holiday Inn Southampton 
Herbert Walker Avenue 
Southampton S015 1HJ 
www.holiday-inn.com 



The Holiday Inn Southampton is centrally 
located next to Mayflower Park and enjoys 
views of the Waterfront and the Historic Walls of 
Southampton. The hotel is situated within 
walking distance to the City Centre and a stone 
throw from the Isle of Wight ferry terminal. 

Located just a quarter of a mile from 
Southampton Central Train Station, 5 miles from 
Southampton International airport 
and 5 miles from the M27. 

The hotel has ample parking facilities on site. 
132 newly refurbished bedrooms all with private 
bathroom. Comfortable bar and lounge area and 
Junction Restaurant offering a selection of dishes 
to suit all tastes. The hotel has 5 conference 
rooms catering from 2 - 200 delegates. Free use 
of the Spirit Health and Fitness club to all 
residents including Pool, jacuzzi, sauna and gym. 
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Rhubarb & Strawberry Mousse 

Recipe by cookery writer Ann Way 



TRADITIONALLY, June is one of the 

most favoured months for weddings. 
The chances of mild weather are fairly 
high and it is such a beautiful month in 
the UK. Those long summer days have 
a fresh beauty that gladdens the heart 
and the eyes. Many of us have great 
pleasure in harvesting crops of fruit 
and vegetables locally and strawber- 
ries in particular are very much associ- 
ated with June. I have a special recipe, 
which could be an ideal sweet to grace 
the tables of a wedding reception - but 
I can thoroughly recommend it for any 
other special summer occasion. My 
husband always declared he didn’t like 
rhubarb but when I made up this dish 
he said it was delicious and all our 
family love it! 

Ingredients 

1 lb (500g) rhubarb 

Juice of 1 whole orange plus half and 

orange 

1 pack of orange jelly 
5 fluid oz water 

2 tablespoons caster sugar (approx) 

1 pot (200ml) creme fraiche 

1 heaped tablespoon of thick Greek 
yoghurt 

lib strawberries 

1 small pot of double cream for piping 



Method 

Cook the rhubarb gently with one 
tablespoon of water, the juice of one 
orange and one heaped tablespoon of 
the castor sugar. Grate the zest of the 
orange and add to the rhubarb as it is 
cooking. Cover the pan with a lid to 
avoid too much evaporation but stir fre- 
quently so it doesn’t stick to the base. 

Dissolve the orange jelly in the rest of 
the water (I do this in my microwave as 
it is easier). 

When the rhubarb is tender, liquidize 
it in a blender and add the orange jelly, 
yoghurt and creme fraiche. Keep 
whizzing until it is smooth and well 
blended. Taste to check it is sweet 
enough. It should have a nice acidic 
flavour, but not too sour. Add more 
sugar if required. Turn the mixture into 
a jelly mould and set in the fridge. 

Hull the strawberries and slice any 
large ones so they are roughly all the 
same size. Sprinkle them with the juice 
of the other half orange and the rest of 
the sugar. Turn out the mousse into a 
pretty dish. Whip the double cream to 
piping consistency and decorate the top 
and sides of the mousse wit this and a 
few o f the sliced strawberries - arrang- 
ing around the base of the pudding. 
This is nice served with short bread 
fingers or boudoir biscuits. 



World Church 

Volcanoes, bananas, beauty and 
poverty in Nicaragua 



ST James the Great, 
Radley, is linked to 
Nicaragua through the 
work of Seed Inter-nation- 
al Fund Trust (SIFT), 
which we support. In addi- 
tion, Margaret Norgett 
and I are trustees of SIFT. 
It was in this connection 
that we visited Nicaragua 
for two weeks in April. 

Now peaceful, Nica- 
ragua is the largest and 
poorest country in Central 
America. It is a land of vol- 
canoes, many of which are 
still active. Fruit abounds 
and, by western standards, 
is incredibly cheap. A 
bunch of 50 delicious 
bananas cost us 60p. It is a 
country of outstanding 
beauty with both a 
Caribbean and a Pacific 
coast, and Lake Nicaragua 
with its tropical islands. But 
is also a country of great 
poverty. On the Caribbean 
Coast, for instance, there is 
98% unemployment. 

SIFT is a small 
Christian aid agency, seek- 



ing to bring help to this 
needy nation. SIFT spon- 
sors children through 
school, whose parents can- 
not afford the small state 
charge. It helps support an 
orphanage of 70 children 
in the capital Managua. 

On the island of 
Ometepe in Lake 
Nicaragua SIFT is building 
seven medical clinics and 
paying for the training of 
nurses to run them. We also 
have a feeding programme 
there for the most malnour- 
ished children, and have a 
scheme of sustainable liveli- 
hoods. In this we lend 
money to individuals to 
start a small enterprise, 
which is repaid in time and 
then lent out again. • 

In addition, SIFT has 
taken up the cause of fish- 
ermen who are being 
thrown off their islands in 
Lake Nicaragua where 
they have lived for genera- 
tions, as these islands are 
being sold to rich 
Nicaraguans and out- 




Volcano overlooking Lake Nicaragua photo Tony Rogerson 



siders. We have just pur- 
chased 26 acres of land on 
a peninsula in the lake to 
rehouse these fishermen. 

Let me introduce you to 
three people who we met: 

• Isaac lives on the side of 
an enormous rubbish tip. 
His pathetically small shack 
with leaks in the roof, hous- 
es him, his wife and four 
children in one room. He 
had his foot blown off by a 
mine and SIFT has paid for 
him to have an artificial 
one, but he struggles to feed 
his family. 

• Marie (aged 9) was at 
the twice weekly feeding 
programme. As visitors 
we had given out sweets 
to the 50 children - a rare 



treat. Marie’s brother 
arrived late while a story 
was being told. I saw her 
look at her one precious 
sweet and hand it over to 
her brother. 

• Carlos (aged 10) leads 
his family ox every day 3 
miles there and back to the 
nearest well to fetch water. 
SIFT hopes to put in piped 
water to the 30,000 peo- 
ple on Ometepe. 

If you are interested in 
learning more about the 
work of SIFT, please con- 
tact me for a brochure 
(01235 532860) or look 
at our website: www.seed- 
trust.com 

Revd Tony Rogerson 
Radley 




Seminar on contemporary issues 
for the Church - John Bell 



24-26 Septembe 



A retreat introducing the 
tradition and practice of 
Christian meditation. 
Lawrence Freeman OSB 



Christian Retreat, 
Conferences and 
Holiday Centre 



• Fxumenical Programme of 
Retreats and Workshops 

• Perfect venue for Restoration 
and Re-discovery 

• Comfortable rooms with 
ensuite facilities, catering 
for groups, families and 
individuals 

• Idyllic location offering 
panoramic views of 
neighbouring islands 



LES 

COTIIS 



For more details please contact: Meg Wh ite 
Les Cotils, St Peter Port, Guernsey, 
Channel Islands GUI 1UU. 
Tel: 01481 727793 Fax: 01481 701062 
e-mail: info@lescotils.com 
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LIVING ON THE EDGE 

Shell Cottage, three miles from Land's End, offers space for up to six people to follow the 
example of so many of the Celtic saints in living on the very edge of the Atlantic, where 
land, sea and sky meet in eternal timelessness. The cottage nestles in a small fishing 
cove, just yards from the sea, surrounded by stunning scenery and breathtaking cliff 
walks. 

It is a place for spiritual and physical refreshment where those in the ordained ministry 
are especially welcome to step aside from their demanding routine for a while. Cell groups 
find it an ideal setting for a combination of silence and relaxation, study and prayer, whilst individual retreatants are 
equally welcome. 

The cottage is spacious and welcoming with sea views from all the rooms, and there are parts of the house that are 
always kept silent. There is a small oratory for private prayer, and a large communal room that is used for meetings, 
study groups or worship. Each of the comfortable bedrooms has an armchair, a desk and a kettle, and the farmhouse 
kitchen has scrubbed pine furniture and an oil-fired Rayburn providing constant warmth and hot water. 

Outside the cottage is a sheltered paved area and terraced lawns with plenty of seats built into the walls, and high on 
the cliff above is a small hidden hermitage with uninterrupted views over the sea to the horizon. 

For further information please visit our website, www.shellcottage.net 

Enquiries: The Thatched Cottage, Penberth, St. Buryan, Penzance, Cornwall TR19 6HJ 

tel: 01736 810659 fax: 01736 810941 email: bridget@shellcottage.net web: www.shellcottage.net 
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THE KINGWOOD TRUST 

SUPPORT WORKERS 



All Levels (Full and Part time) 



Abingdon, Didcot, Reading and Kingwood Common 



£11,948 - £17,441 pro rata (Plus weekend enhancements) 

Forget everything you think you know about people with autism. Autistic people can 
be creative, vivacious, motivated and interesting. They just have difficulties coping with 
certain aspects of life, giving them the need for your friendship and support. 

As one of our clients put it: 

M l want nice people who understand me. I like to go shopping, cook, play sport and go to 
the cinema. I can do most things for myself, but I need some help with things that make 
me feel anxious. I don’t like loud noises. I sometimes get upset about something and then 
need someone to talk things through with." 

You don’t require previous experience to join us. and help make the lives of autistic 
people more complete and rewarding. You do need the ability to become enthusiastic 
about whatever interests your clients - which could be anything from shopping and 
cooking to playing pool or visiting the pub. 

But above all, you'll need to be genuinely interested in them as people. 

Comprehensive induction and ongoing training will give you all the skills you need to 
make a big difference - both to your life and others’. And you can expect an excellent 
pension scheme, a full four weeks' holiday and additional payments for working weekends 
and bank holidays. 

The Care Standards Act requires successful candidates to obtain an Enhanced Disclosure 
from the Criminal Records Bureau the cost of which will be met by the Trust. 

Ring 01491 410450 for more information or to request an application form. 

E-mail info@kingwood.org.uk 

The Kingwood Trust is committed to equality of opportunity in employment O 

Registered Charity No: 1041 9 24 



GFS Platform - Winchester House 

Shanklin, Isle of Wight 

Overlooking the Sea 

Accommodation for Group Holidays and Conference Facilities 
The Main House offers catered accommodation 
for groups of 30 - 100 and adaptable communal rooms for conferences 

Our self catering accommodation consists of our recently refurbished 
Lodge and two self contained flats, all with modem facilities 
The Lodge sleeps up to 24 people 
One of the flats has disabled facilities 

Sandown Road, Shanklin, Isle of Wight P037 6HU 
Tel: 01983 862441 Fax: 01983 863513 
Email: winchesterhouse@lineone.net 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel: 01454 260619 

www.wolstenhomes.co.uk 
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SOLICITORS PRACTICE 

FOR SALE 

OXFORDSHIRE: Christian Sole Practitioner 
offers thriving and smooth running 
non-contentious Practice for Sale. 
Central location in Market Town with 
population in excess of 20,000. Gross fees 
£335,000, very profitable and great scope 
for growth in other areas of work presently 
regularly referred elsewhere. 

Some Christian Staff and Clients and 
secure Lease. 

Consultancy to aid smooth transfer and 
Client retention. 

Details from: vernon.coles@btinternet.com 
or at 205 Farmers Close, Witney, 
Oxon, 0X28 INS. 



ALGARVE 



Vale Do Lobo 

Privately owned luxury villa. 
Sleeps 6, 3 bedrooms, pool, 
maid, garden. Club 
Barrington. Reduced golf. Nr 
Gold Club, tennis and sea. 



Tel: 01722 780213 



Chapel House 

Camelford 

A tranquil base for exploring 
the Beaches Moors and Tourist 
attractions of N. Cornwall. 
Sleeps 7. All mod cons. Special 
rates clergy. But all 04 school 
hols now booked. 
Contact Jenny: 01722 710434 



Torbay’s historic fishing port 

Fully equipped Self-Catering 
Apartments. Magnificent 
Marina & Sea Views. Harbour, 
Coastal & Country Walks. 
Private parking. 

Tel: 01803 857361 



Word for Life Trust lL-=7 

The House of Bread, Ross Road, Christchurch, 
(Forest of Dean), Nr. Coleford, Glos 

29 May, Teaching with Ministry Day, 
10am - 4.30pm Overcoming Abuse' 

4 June, Quiet Day 10am - 4pm 

Walking on Water' 

18 June, Quiet Day 10am - 4pm 

Seventy times Seven' 

18-20 June, Healing Retreat 

Friday evening - Sunday afternoon 
"Cod is my Strength ~ 

26 June, Teaching with Ministry Day, 
10am - 4.30pm Overcoming Addictions' 

2 July, Quiet Day 10am - 4pm 

Workers in the Vineyard' 

3 July, Teaching with Ministry Day, 
10am - 4.30pm Overcoming Stress' 

10 July, Teaching with Ministry Day for Men, 
10am - 4.30pm God's Strength' 

Prayer Ministry Days - Every Monday from 2.30pm 
(ex ex B/Hols), 8 every Wednesday from 10.30am, 
with teaching worship and personal prayer. 

For further details please telephone the 
Word for Life Trust office on: 

01594 837744 or Email: courses@wflt.org 



The Church of the Holy Family 
(LEP) 

in Blackbird Leys, Oxford, is seeking to 
appoint a second 

Church Community Worker 

(full-time) 

to work with community organisations 
(including a Credit Union and Community 
Information Centre) on a “marginalized” 
Blackbird Leys estate in Oxford, initially 
for 3 years, with the intention of extending 
to 5 years. 

Salary for suitably qualified candidate: 
£19,000 p.a.. 

For further details and forms contact: 
Jim Hewitt, Holy Family Church, 

1 Cuddesdon Way, Oxford OX4 6JH 

(01865 718503 ) 

Applications to be returned by: 
Thursday 1 7th June , 2004 
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Advertising 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



Retreat and Conference Centres 



Beech, Alton, Hants GU34 4AP 

Tel: 01420 562145 

Anglican Benedictine monks offer 
personal and group retreats. 

For details of special study days and 
retreats, contact the Guestmaster. 



Westcountry Pilgrimage 

Guided walks exploring faith in the 
local landscape - from small hidden 
gems to the finest architectural 
treasures. Friendly hospitality with 
good food at home base. 

17th -23rd July. £245. 




Sheldon, Dunsford, Exeter EX6 7LE. 
www.sheldon.uk.com smm@sheldon.uk.com 
01647-252752. reg charity no 327394 



FOR CHRISTIAN CONFERENCES 



www.christianholidays.co.uk 



The Christian 
Holiday People 



5 Centres ideal for Family and Church Holidays 
Conferences - Mid-Week Breaks - Alpha Groups 
Special Interest Weeks 



CONWY Beechwood Court North Wales 01492 593405 

SALTBURN Brockley Hall North Yorks 01287 622329 

ISLE OF WIGHT St. Rhadagunds Ventnor 01983 852160 

RHOS-ON-SEA St. Winifreds North Wales 01492 544128 

OVERSTRAND The Pleasaunce Norfolk 01263 579 212 
( Self Catering Bungalow in grounds ) 



COACH HOLIDAYS To all the Centres 01200 442645 
2004 COLOUR BROCHURE 01695 573372 



Christian Endeavour Holiday Centres Ltd. A Registered Charity 



Advertisement 

Feature 



Christian Centre 




CAUTIEY HOUSE 



A haven of love and healing in a 
needy world, offering 

• Ministry for Healing 

• Rest and Refreshment 

• Private Retreat • Holiday 

• Daily Services 

• 5 minutes walk from sea 
Groups and individuals welcome 

on daily or residential basis. 

15 en-suite bedrooms, with TV's 
tea/coffee making facilities 
(Residential Conferences -28 beds) 
A week's full board for 
£180 per person 
Director: Revd Patrick Jones 
Contact: Cautley House 
95 Seabrook Road, Seabrook, 
Hythe, Kent CT21 5QY. 

Tel: 01303 230762 
Email: 

cautleyhouse@compuserve.com 

www.cautleyhouse.org.uk 

Charity No. 802861 



Shallowford 
House 

Set in the heart of 
picturesque Staffordshire 
A Christian Centre for Spiritual renewal, refreshment and relaxation 

Approved Disabled Facilities, with wheelchair and special diets available 

OPEN PROGRAMME 2004 

Lichfield Diocesan Retreat and Conference Centre 

13th - 15th August 2004 £90 ‘The Bishop's Retreat ’ 

‘Going Deeper into God' 

led by The Rt. Revd. Alan Smith Bishop of Shrewsbury 
16th - 23rd August 2004 £230 “Poetry. Paintine and Prayer ” 

A week of relaxation. Reflection and recreation 
(A CARM retreat) led by 

Chaplain: Revd. Canon Owen Vigeon Poetry Ttitor: Dr. Sara Serpell 
Painting Ditor: Revd. Margaret Stein 
6th - 8th September 2004 £90 * Silence & Sharing ’ 

(A John Young Foundation Retreat) 
led by Revd. Jeff Leonardi 

27th - 29th September 2004 £90 “Three Wheels on my Waeon” 
Experiencing prayer & meditation 
led by Linda Probyn & Valerie Humpherson 
1st - 5th November 2004 £175 Individually Given Retreat 
A time apart to meet God in silence and stillness 
led by Revd. John Hall-Matthews and Irene Vickers 
For further information on any of the above please contact: 

The Warden at Shallowford House, 

Shallowford, STONE, Staffs ST15 0NZ 
Tel: 01785 760233 Fax: 01785 760390 

Email: warden@shallowfordhouse.freeserve.co.uk 



Trinity College Bristol 
Conference Centre 

Planning an Alpha away day, 
church weekend or PCC quiet day? 




We can provide 
Comfortable meeting rooms 
Friendly staff 

Catering to suit your requirements 
Attractive grounds 
Easy access to motorway and city 

Contact Fran Brealey Tel: 0117 968 2803 
Email: fran.brealey@trinity-bris.ac.uk 
Website: www.trinity-bris.ac.uk 




Experience the tranquility, space and 
opportunity for prayer 



by staying at Ampleforth for a few days, 
either as an individual or join one of the 
Pastoral Team promoted retreats 
- a full listing is available 
by contacting the office - details below. 

Hospitality & Pastoral Office 
Ampleforth Abbey 
YORK, Y062 4EN 

tel: 01439 766889 / fax: 01439 766755 
e-m: pastoral@ampleforth.org.uk 



IVY HOUSE 

St Denys Retreat Centre 
Warminster BA12 8PG 
Summer and Autumn Programme 2004 
June 11-13 Angela Ashwin - Wine Danced 
Quiet Day Cynthia Knowles - Prayer in the Garden 
C.A.R.M Painting and Prayer - Circles of Light 
July 5 -9 Prayer Book Society - Revelations of Divine 
Love 

19 Quiet Day Revd. Jean Thorn - Godly Play 

22-25 Francis and Elizabeth Dewar - Live fora 

Change - Retreat /Workshop 

August 13 Quiet Day Cynthia Knowles - A Day for a 

Walk 

14 - 22 IGR with Sr. Frances Anne CSD 
September 6 Quiet Day Bp John Neale - Christian 
Lifestyles 

13-16 Canon John Bowes - Spirituality on Screen 
17 - 19 Ven Alan Jeans - Thoroughly Equipped for 
Every Good Work 

October 4-8 C.A.R.M Poetry and Prayer - Feeding 
the Soul 

15 Quiet Day Revd Harold Stevens - Occupying the 
Unoccupied 

For further details contact the House on 01985 
214824 or email: stdenys.ivyhouse@btopenworld.com 




The Alabare Christian Community 



The Alabare Christian Community was 
founded in 1984 and has slowly grown and 
developed a significant ministry in the South 
West of England. 

Salisbury is the heart of the Community, but it is keen 
to develop small prayer cells across the South. Over 
the last 12 years the Community has conducted its 
social outreach through Alabare Christian Care 
Centres which now has over 35 projects stretching 
from Romsey in Hampshire to Clevedon in Somerset. 
These all work with the vulnerable and marginalised 
offering both residential and day care facilities. They 
work with the homeless, ex-offenders, women leaving 
the sex industry, young people and adults with learning 
difficulties. This year they will invest over £3 million 
pounds in care, helping make a difference in peoples 
lives. • 

It is important to the Community that they do not lose 
sight of their call to community which was to live, pray 
and work together with Christians of all 



Retreats 

A tranquil and safe place for personal or group retreat and 
renewal. Counselling, spiritual accompaniment, IGR’s, and a variety 
of hands on therapies available as part of our holistic approach. 
Full board catering, programme of events, quiet days, chapel, 
beautiful gardens, seasonal heated swimming pool, 1 mile from the 
sea, close to New Forest, Poole and Bournemouth. 

See our web site or contact the centre for full details. 

Facilities for group bookings or conferences from one day upwards. 

Green Pastures 

Christian Centre of Pastoral Care and Healing 

17 Burton Road - Branksome Park - Poole - Dorset - BH13 6DT 
01202 764776 

e-mail: admin@green-pastures.org 
website: http://www.green-pastures.org 



denominations. To further this aim they established 
Alabare House of Prayer as a small retreat in the 
heart of the city of Salisbury. This is the home of the 
Community offering both public and private retreats 
and courses as well as providing a centre for 
individuals to come and experience community in its 
varied shapes and forms. 

The Community welcomes newcomers including those 
who share in the common vision whilst living in their 
own family units. If you feel there must be more to the 
Christian life than you are currently experiencing and 
are drawn to the challenge of community then contact 
this lay community, who 20 years on have a greater 
vision for service and renewal than when they were 
first founded. 

Contact John Proctor, Alabare House of Prayer, 

15 Tollgate Road, Salisbury, SP1 2JA 
alabarehouse@alabare.freeserve.co.uk 



Centre for Christ 

Burstone Manor 

Holidays, Retreats & Conferences 
in beautiful mid-Devon. Open all year 

Families, individuals, church groups all welcome. 

Peaceful setting, views to Dartmoor, good food & 
facilities for all ages. Accommodation for 50 guests. 
Reductions for midweek bookings. 

Graham Loader - 




Bible Break 14th- 18th June 2004 



Further details from: Centre for Christ, 
Burstone Manor, Bow, Crediton, Devon EX17 6LB. 



Tel: 01363 82261 

E-mail: centreforchrist@burstone.freeserve.co.uk 
or visit our website: www.burstone.freeserve.co.uk 
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Ashburnham Place is set in the heart of East Sussex, 
4 miles East of Battle. It is surrounded by 220 acres of 
beautiful grounds, gardens, woodlands and lakes. We 
offer a well equipped Conference and Prayer Centre 
run by an international staff team. 

There are excellent meeting rooms, comfortable 
bedrooms (new en-suite rooms now available) and 
great food, set in a peaceful and beautiful environment. 
It's the perfect place for personal holidays, parish 
weekends, business conferences, training events and 
retreats. 

We can accommodate up to 270 guests and would be 
happy to answer any questions you have. 





Shepherds Dene Retreat House and Conference Centre 

^ experience the wide ttorthunbr. 



For further information contact the Warden 

Riding Mill, Northumberland, NE44 6AF. Tel: 01434 682212 

Email: shepherds_dene@newcastle.anglican.org 

Web: www.shepherdsdene.co.uk 



THE EDGE 

Shell Cottage, three miles from Land's End, offers space for up to six people to follow the^ 
example of so many of the Celtic saints in living on the very edge of the Atlantic, where 
land, sea and sky meet in eternal timelessness. The cottage nestles in a small fishing M 
cove, just yards from the sea, surrounded by stunning scenery and breathtaking cliff 
walks. 

It is a place for spiritual and physical refreshment where those in the ordained ministry 
are especially welcome to step aside from their demanding routine for a while. Cell groups 
find it an ideal setting for a combination of silence and relaxation, study and prayer, whilst individual retreatants are 
equally welcome. 

The cottage is spacious and welcoming with sea views from all the rooms, and there are parts of the house that are 
always kept silent. There is a small oratory for private prayer, and a large communal room that is used for meetings, 
study groups or worship. Each of the comfortable bedrooms has an armchair, a desk and a kettle, and the farmhouse 
kitchen has scrubbed pine furniture and an oil-fired Rayburn providing constant warmth and hot water. 

Outside the cottage is a sheltered paved area and terraced lawns with plenty of seats built into the walls, and high on 
the cliff above is a small hidden hermitage with uninterrupted views over the sea to the horizon. 

For further information please visit our website, www.shellcottage.net 

Enquiries: The Thatched Cottage, Penberth, St. Buryan, Penzance, Cornwall TR19 6HJ 

tel: 01736 810659 fax: 01736 810941 email: bridget@shellcottage.net web: www.shellcottage.net 



Shepherds Dene is an 'Arts and Crafts' 
house sitting in 27 acres of garden 
and wood in rural Tynedale. We are 
close to the roman wall and provide 
an excellent base for exploring the 
heritage of the northern saints, 
including Lindisfame, Jarrow and 
Durham. 

We run an extensive programme of 
open events and in July we have 
'Cleave the Wood and I am there', 
'Bring on the Clowns', 'Reading the 
Word in Stone' and a Northumbrian 
Walking Week. 
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Advertising 



Retreat and Conference Centres 



Centre for Christ Trust 
at Burstone Manor 



The Centre for Christ is 
a residential Christian 
Conference, Retreat and 
Holiday Centre situated 
at Burstone Manor in 
beautiful rural mid- 
Devon. 

Individuals and groups 
come here to relax and 
enjoy the beauty of Devon, 
to learn more about God 
and to draw close to Him 
in this 'place apart' where 



His presence is always 
truly felt - 

Guests often ask 'What is 
the reason for this special 
atmosphere .... this 
unmistakable sense of 
God's presence?' It could 
be because the first house 
on this site, over 1000 
years ago, was monastic 
and the prayers of those 
men have reached this 
generation, too; it could be 
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We practise and teach contemplative meditation 
in the Christian tradition at residential and day 
courses in Dorchester and elsewhere. 

We welcome visitors to experience the benefit 
of meditation in a group. The Centre has many 
book^relating to contemplative meditation. 

Marion Dunlop House is the home of the 
Fellowship where we hold small gatherings and 
meetings. 

We welcome people and groups to stay in our quiet, 
comfortable and friendly house. 

Please contact: 

Marian Dunlop House 
8 Prince of Wales Road 
Dorchester, Dorset DTI 1PW 
Tel: (01305) 251396 
fellowship.meditation@virgin.net 
www.fellowshipofmeditation.org 



Summer 2004 at 
Emmaus House, Bristol 

www.emmaus-house.co.uk 

12 July - Gay/Lesbian Spirituality 
Led by fr James Empereur s.j. 

An exploration of specific issues in light 
of recent church debate. 

13 July - The gift of living! working with 
Led by fr James Empereur s.j. 
Gay/Lesbian persons-An evening to 
answer questions & concerns. 
17-24 July - Individually guided retreat 
Led by Moira McDowall Sr of 
La Retraite & Fr Kenneth Brady c.p. 

6-12 August - Retreat in the City 
With Judith Collin & Sr M McDowall 
Praying with the whole of ourselves 
& especially with our feet! 

14-19 August - Creative Pathways ... 
Led by Srs of La Retraite 
Exploring God's creative gifts 
to us in later life. 

22-28 August - Enneagram Retreat 
Using your Enneagram space in 
a retreat experience. 

Led by the Emmaus House Team 

Further details : 

The Administrator, Emmaus House 
CHfton Hill, Clifton, Bristol BS8 1BN 
Tel: # 01 17 907 9950 Fax:0117 907 9952 
E-mail: emmaushouse@msn.com 



because the Word of God 
is faithfully proclaimed 
here every day and prayer 
is offered especially for 
those who will come under 
this roof; it could be 
because those who live 
and work here live as a 
'family' bound together by 
the love of God and, 
hopefully, our guests at 
least for a brief while 
become a part of that 
family and make their own 
contribution to the whole. 
Whatever the reason, this 
is a special place, 
dedicated to putting Christ 
in the Centre of every life 
it touches. Why not come 
and experience it yourself? 



Ivy House - St. Denys Retreat Centre 



How has life been for 
you recently? 

Summer days and sunshine or 
cloudy days and storms. 

Life, like the weather, changes. 
Sometimes the changes are 
seasonal - we have our spring- 
time moments when we feel we 
are growing, our fruitful times, 
our glorious autumn colours, 
and our times of hibernation 
and coldness. Sometimes the 
changes are unexpected, like 
the bright frost in winter, or the 
snowfall that catches by sur- 
prise as we wake to a white 
world. Sometimes there are 
thunderstorms, even hurri- 
canes! 

Our spiritual life can be a bit 
like the weather, sometimes pre- 
dictable, hot or cold. We have a 
growing seasons and fruitful 
times. There are times of sud- 
den storms and rainbows to 
remind us of hope and promise. 
And in all these times, where 
has God been for you? 

What we really need is to copy 
creation and stand waiting - 
waiting on the right season - 




A quiet retreat for healing, rest, renewal 

Set in beautiful Sussex 
countryside, 

a few miles from the sea. 

Easily accessible by road or rail. 
Daily Christ-centred worship, 
ministry of the Word, Holy 
Communion and twice-weekly 
healing services. Open to non- 
residents. Creative courses and 
special events. 

Craft, music and drama weeks 
Teaching/healing courses for Clergy 
and lay workers 
Clergy and lay training days 

Further information from The Secretary, 

The Old Rectory, Crowhurst, 

BATTLE, East Sussex TN33 9AD 

Crowhurst Christian 
Healing Centre 

Tel: 01424 830204 
Fax: 01424 830053 
E.mail: divine@theway.co.uk 
Web: \^ww.crowhursthealing.co.uk 




An elegant Georgian House set in landscaped gardens 
and a short distance from the M5 Junction 25 and 
Taunton main line Railway Station 

• Conferences, Seminars, Meetings, Exhibitions 
• Quality facilities for a minimum of 2 up to a maximum 
of 1 30 delegates 

• 1 8 bedrooms with en-suite facilities 
• Ample Parking 
• Competitive Rates 
Selworthy Road, Priorswood, Taunton, 
Somerset TA2 8HD 

Telephone: 01823 284649 Facsimile: 01823 323854 
Email: reservations@lyngford-house.co.uk 
Website: www.lyngford-house.co.uk 



waiting on God. 

Visit your local Retreat House, 
(or Ivy House in Warminster) 
where you will receive a warm 
welcome. 



Give yourself time to be, like 
the flowers and trees, then 
watch as God draws the blos- 
soms of your life into the fruit- 
fulness of His Kingdom. 




THE ABBEY 

SUTTON 
COURTENAY 

An Independent educational charity and retreat 
centre rooted in the Christian tradition and open 
to the wisdom of other faiths. 

• Sat 26 June Meisler Eekhart - The Way of Paradox 
with Hymie Wise & Wren Hughes 

• Tues 29 - Wed 30 June Training Workshop - Non 
Violent Communication (NVC) with Bridget Belgrave 

• Sat 3 July Day Retreat - A day with Shakespeares 
'Hamlet' held by Barbara Vellacott 

• Mon 2 - Thurs 12 Aug - Summer at the Abbey 
Living in Community 

• Sat 7 - Sun 8 Aug Weekend Workshop - Vioce 
workshop with Anita Daulne of Zap Mama 

To book, and for details of complete 
Programme of events 

01235 847401 

www.theabbey.uk.com 

Reg. charity no. 278687 







15 Tollgate Road, 
Salisbury SP1 2JA 
01722 501586/ 
340206 

Mobile 07802 631968 
Fax 01722 501586 



e-mail: alabarehouse@alabare.freeserve.co.uk 

June 

11-13 Walking in a sacred manner. Elizabeth Cave 

July 

Will God heal me? Eve Hastings 
September 

18 Sharing the bread of Christ. Rev Tim Woods 

October 

2 As the deer.. .meditations on the psalms. 
John Detain 

9 Ignatian based Christian participatory 
storytelling. Paul Butler & others 
22-24 Entering into a covenant. 

Alabare Community 

November 

27 Maranatha. Come Lord Jesus Mary Fisher 

December 

10-12 Advent Retreat. Alabare Community 



□□liege of the HdIlj Spirit 
millpnrt. Isle of Cumbrae 

The reputation of the Cathedral of The Isles and the 
College of the Holy Spirit is fast growing for 
the warmth of welcome, standard of 
accommodation and quality of 
meals on offer here. Yet the peace 
and tranquility to be found here 
remains largely undiscovered. 

Please contact us for further details of our retreats programme and 
holiday availability at The Catherdral of The Isles, College Street, 
Millport, Isle of Cumbrae, Scotland KA28 OHE. 

Telephone number: 01475 530353 
or email to: tccumbrae@anglican.org 




o.p.pa bocise 

The Coventry Diocesan Retreat House and 
Conference Centre. 

Offchurch, nr Leamington Spa, CV33 9AS. 

Tel 01926 423309 
E mail: offahouse@btconnect.com 
Web Site: www.offahouseretreat.co.uk 

Offa House is a delightful venue for retreats, 
conferences and quiet days set in the 
Warwickshire countryside 
2004 Programme Jul y to December 

Mon. 28 June. " Making Prayer Real" Workshop with Rev 
Diana Farmer. 

Fri. 30 July - Wed 4 Aug. Individually Guided Retreat 

Rev Andrew De Smet, Tina Lamb, Jessie Spreadbury. 

Thurs. 26 Aug. - Thurs. 2 Sept. Painting and Prayer 
Retreat Tutor Eric Dickins, Chaplain Rev John Hawkins. 

Fri. 17 Sept. "Healing is Your Touch" Quiet and holistic 
therapies with Bernadette Hynes. 

Tues. 28 Sept "Aspects of Self" a workshop with Maureen 
Marston SP. 

Mon. 22 - Fri. 26 Nov Pre-Advent Retreat for those in 
Ministry (Clergy and Readers). "Hope in the Wilderness" 
Canon David Winter 

Sat 27 Nov. "Come to me and I will give you rest" Quiet 
and holistic therapies with Bernadette Hynes SP. 

Mon. 29 Nov Day of Guided Prayer Rev. David Pettifor, 
Rev. Andrew De Smet & Tina Lamb. 

Fri. 3 - Sun 5 Dec. "Time to Prepare": A Retreat for Advent 
Rev. Alison White 

Tues. 7 Dec. "Be a Nurturing Parent to yourself" workshop 
with Maureen Marston SP. 

Also weekday and Sunday afternoon quiet days. 
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compiled by Clare Wenham 

June 2004 



celebrate 60th anniversary of D- 
Day with Sounds of Swing 
Orchestra and female vocalist. St 
Mary’s Church, 7.45pm. Tickets 



The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events 
and is designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send ycur 
events in to the door@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. 
The deadline for the July/ August issue is 10 June 



MAY 

Mon 31 DENHAM Village Fayre 
10.30am-4.30pm, Village Rd. 
Stalls, morris men, etc. in aid of 
j church outreach and fabric. 01895 
832771. 

JUNE 

Sat 5 WING Plant and Cake Sale 
9.30am-3pm in High Street. 

Sat 5 DORCHESTER-on- 
Thames Make a Song and Dance 
with 2 A-Part and Covent Garden 
Minuet Company, The Abbey 
6pm. Watch, listen, join in if you 
like. Tickets inc. supper £15 (or 
£10 bring your own lunch). 
Tickets 01865 343232 or 341437. 
In aid of Dorchester Abbey and St 
Birinus RC Church restoration 
appeals. 

> Thu 10 HAMBLEDEN Liturgical 
performance of Mozart’s ‘ Coron- 
ation ’ Mass for Feast of Corpus 
Christi, St Mary the Virgin 
Church, 8pm. 01491 571588. 

Sat 12 WENDOVER Cello and 
piano concert, St Mary’s Church, 
8pm. Tickets £10 (young £1). 
01296 622805. 

Sat 12 HAMBLEDEN Concert 
of Jane Austen’s Music by 
Windsor Box & Fir Co, St Mary 
the Virgin Church, 7.30pm. 
Tickets 01491 571588 or on door. 
Sat 12 OXFORD Study Day 
‘Pilgrimage’ with Bishop Basil of 
Sergievo, W. Pickering, Santha 
* Bhattacharji. St Theosevia Centre, 
Canterbury Rd, 10.30am-4pm. 
£10 (students with card £2). 
Bookings 01865 310341. 

Sat 12 BANBURY Evening to 



£12 01295 259855. 

Sat 12 DORCHESTER-on- 
Thames London Concert Choir: 
Music of the Italian and Eastern 
Churches, Abbey Church, 7.30pm. 
Tickets £10 01865 341192, 

info@london-concert-choir.org.uk. 
Sat 12 EAST HAGBOURNE St 
Andrew’s ‘Olympics’ Fete, 2.15pm. 
Stalls, sideshows, competitions with 
‘Olympic’ medals. 01235 813314. 
Sat 12 - Sun 13 WOOTTON 
by Woodstock Open Gardens 
and Flower Festival, Sat 1 1 am-6pm, 
Sun 12-5pm. Teas, lakeside walk, 
plants, cakes, village pottery open. 
Songs of Praise Sun 6.15pm. asilver- 
wood@hanborough-manor.sch.uk. 
Sat 12 - Sun 13 ROTHERFIELD 
GREYS A Village Welcome: nine 
gardens open, art exhibition, flower 
festival, cricket, picnic areas. Sat: 
Readings and Music with Friends 
in church; Sun Choral Evensong. 
Accommodation available. Tickets 
01491 573245, <oveyhemes@ 

aol.com> or on day. 

Sun 13 LACEY GREEN Open 
Country Gardens 2-6pm in aid of 
St John’s Lacey Green Church 
Restoration Fund. Cream teas. £3, 
children free. 01494 488353. 

Tue 15 OXFORD Lord Carey, 
former Archishop of Canterbury, lec- 
tures at the Oxford Centre for 
Mission Studies following the publi- 
cation of his autobiography. 7.30pm. 
Sat 19 SHIPPON Midsummer 
Fayre 1 .30-4pm, St Mary Magdalene 
Church. Stalls, sideshows, refresh- 
ments, bouncy castle. 

Sat 19 SIMPSON, Milton 
Keynes Positif Singers: religious, 
folk, light operatic, classical 



music. Simpson Church, 7.30pm, 
in aid of The Medical Foundation 
(victims of torture). Tickets £5 
01908 6703322, 01525 720812, 
01234 360851. 

Sat 19 THE LEE, Great 
Missenden St John the Baptist 
Church Fete 2pm on the Green. 
Refreshments, stalls, live music, 
bouncy castle, etc. 01494 837309. 
Sat 19 - Sun 20 DUCKLINGTON 
Village Open Gardens 1.30-5.30pm. 
Plants, books, teas, etc. Flower 
Festival St Bartholomew’s Church, 
picture exhibition in Baptist Church 
Admission £2.50 (no dogs; children 
under 12 with adults please). 

Sun 20 BRACKNELL Service of 
Thanksgiving for Animals, Holy 
Trinity Church, The Ring, 3pm. 
Bring your pets. 01344 412159. 
Wed 23 LOWER BASILDON St 
Bartholomew’s Church open 
2-4 pm. 

Thu 24 OXFORD Musical 
Evening ‘The Sacred in Music’ host- 
ed by Bishop Kallistos, St Theosevia 
Centre, Canterbury Rd, 8.15pm. 
Cost £2. Bookings 01865 310341, 
email sttheosevia@ onetel.net.uk. 
Fri 25 FINGEST, Hambleden 
Valley near Henley Healing Service 
with laying on of hands and anoint- 
ing at Holy Communion, 10.15am. 
Sat 26 CHALGROVE Open day 
at Chalgrove Manor; rare oppor- 
tunity to visit historical house. 
Family entertainment, plants, 
crafts, cream teas. Gardens open 
1.30-6pm, house open 2-4pm. 
01865 890607 or 890836. 

Sat 26 OXFORD Service of cele- 
bration to mark centenary of 
Guild of Health, with healing 
prayers and music, Christ Church 
Cathedral, 2.30pm. Speaker: Sister 
Frances Dominica. 

Sat 26 THEALE Parish Fete, 



2.30pm Rectory Garden, Englefield 
Rd (Primary School, Church Rd if 
wet). Stalls, games. 0118 930 2759. 

Sat 26 - Sun 27 FREELAND 

Flower Festival ‘Children of the 
Bible’, St Mary the Virgin Church, 
plus Open Gardens. 01993 883600. 
Sat 26 - Sun 27 LITTLE MIS- 
SENDEN Patronal Flower Festival 
(Little Missenden w. Hyde Heath 
8c Little Kingshill) Open gardens 
and scarecrows in three villages. 
Refreshments, stalls Little 
Missenden Church. Sat llam-5pm; 
Sun 12-5 pm. 

Sun 27 CLANFIELD near 
Bampton Gardens Open in aid of 
church 2-6pm, combined ticket £3 
(children free). 01367 810255. 
Sun 27 LOWER BASILDON St 
Bartholomew’s Church open 2-4pm. 
Sun 27 EAST HENDRED 
Celebrating 200 years of the Royal 
Horticultural Society with open gar- 
dens in this prize winning 
Oxfordshire village. Admission £4 
for adults, 1pm to 5pm. 

Wed 30 MILTON KEYNES 
John Battle MP: ‘A City with Soul: 
the role of the faith communities’, 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone 
7.30pm. 

JULY 

Sat 3 EASTHAMPSTEAD St 

Michael’s Church and CE Primary 
School Purple & Gold Fete l-5pm, 
St Michael’s School Field. Art &; 
craft tent, face-painting, refresh- 
ments, inflatable assault course, 
bouncy castle, home-made pro- 
duce, games, stalls, displays, in aid 
of charities. 01344 453607. 

Sat 3 WOUGHTON-on-the- 
Green Strawberry Fayre St 
Mary’s Church 3pm. Teas, stalls, 
entertainment. 01908 665113. 
Sat 3 IVINGHOE Ivinghoe 8c 



Pitstone Summer Fete, ‘A Sporting 
Summer’. Fancy dress parade from 
Pitstone Memorial Hall 1.30pm, 
Fete starts 2pm. Stalls, side shows, 
refreshments, tombola, etc. 01296 
668336. 

Sat 3 WEST HENDRED Holy 
Trinity Church Summer Lunch 
12.30pm, the Mill. Rolls, salads, 
etc. on sale, stalls, sideshows, duck 
race. 01235 833388. 

Sat 4 SHINFIELD Flower Festival 
celebrating nearly 100 years of 
Mothers’ Union, St Mary’s Church. 
Music, refreshments, activities. Sat: 
church open 10.30am-6pm, con- 
cert 7.30pm (tickets on door). Sun: 
matronal festival 10am, church 
open 11.30am-6pm, Songs of 
Praise 6pm. Mon: church open 
10.30am-4.30pm. In aid of MU 
charity and church funds. 0118 988 
3777, 0118 988 3363; omurphy@ 
globalnet.co.uk. 

Sat 10 TETSWORTH Summer 
Concert, St Giles’ Church 7.30pm. 
Light choral, organ, trumpet. £10 
on night (inc. food, wine, raffle). 
01844 281797 or 281117. 

Thu 15 LEWKNOR World of 
Early Music Concert St Margaret’s 
Church 7.30pm. Tickets £7.50 at 
door. 01844 281162. 

During Summer 

The Lee Old Church near 
Great Missenden. Cream teas 
Sundays June, July, August 
3-5pm. Proceeds to church. 

St Mary’s, Kidlington (dating 
from 1220, fine glass, misericords) 
open to visitors under Open 
Churches scheme Wednesdays and 
Sundays 2. 30-5. 30pm. Teas in 
Church Refectory during summer. 
St Mary’s, Wendover Tea and 
home-made cakes Sundays in sum- 
mer 2.30-5pm. 01296 622088. 



Courses 

Diocese of Oxford 

8 June Exploring Anglicanism St 
Mary’s Church Meeting Room, 
Thatcham 7.45-9.30pm £15 
3 July Planning and Leading All-age 
Worship, Diocesan Church House 
10am-4pm, £15 

Sheila Townsend , Diocesan Church 
House, tel. 01865 208277; 

Wycliffe Hall, Oxford 

11-16 July Summer School 
Speakers include Alister McGrath, 
Elaine Storkey, Michael Green, 
Graham Tomlin. 

summerschool@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk ; 
www. wycliffe. ox.ac.uk; tel. 01865 
274212. 

Inspiring Business 

5 June Event to help connect faith 
and work: workshops, interviews. 
Trade fair of local organizations 
and initiatives. Speakers include 
Vinay Samuel, Barbara Hayes, 
Bishop Colin Fletcher. 9am-5pm, 
St Aldate’s Parish Centre, 
Pembroke St, Oxford, £15 inc. 
lunch. 

Barbara Hayes ( Industrial Chaplain 
for Oxford), tel. 01865 245349 ; 
barbara@inspiringhusiness.info. 

Oxford Radcliffe Hospitals 
NHS Trust 

6 July Caring for the Spirit in 
Older People: interdisciplinary 
conference 9.30 am-4.30pm John 
Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford £75 
inc. lunch. 

Revd Corinne Smith, tel. 01865 
226090; corinne. smith 
@orh. nhs.uk 

Notices 

Christian au pair, aged 20, from 
Paraguay wanting to work in 
Christian family from mid June 
to September. Contact 
karen.arguello@hotmail.com or 
call 00 49 42419712222. 




■ jf compiled by Pam Gordon 




Blessed be God who has not 
turned away my prayer ; nor 
his faithful love from me. 
Psalm 66:20 

Let us pray to God our Father 
for: 



TUesday 1 Mursley Deanery. 
Thank God for a growing 
partnership between lay and 
ordained in leadership; for 
committed churchwardens 
with dedication and vision, 
especially those who have 
taken extra responsibility dur- 
ing vacancies. Pray for Mark 
Berry and his cutting edge 
ministry with young people, 
and that the deanery may 
secure funding that it may 
continue and grow. Area dean 
- Catherine Dyer; synod lay 
chairman - Annie Cooper; 
youth worker - Mark Berry; 
ecumenical representative - 
Siv Tunnicliffe. 

Wednesday 2 Cheddington 
with Mentmore and Marsworth: 
clergy — Roger Hale, Marion 
Hance. 

Thursday 3 Brickhills and 
Stoke Hammond: clergy - 
John Waller; licensed lay min- 
ister - Jeremy Hopkinson. 

» Friday 4 Ivinghoe with 
Pitstone and Slapton: clergy - 
Tracey Doyle. 



Saturday 5 Linsdale: clergy 
- Catherine Dyer, Winifred 
Jones; licensed lay minister - 
Russell Stannard. 

TRINITY SUNDAY 
Sunday 6 Those exercising 
responsibility in diocesan 
boards, committees and coun- 
cils. 

Monday 7 Newton Longville 
and Mursley with Swan- 
bourne and Little Horwood: 
clergy - John Kinchin-Smith, 
Lucy Holt. 

Tuesday 8 Stewkley with 
Soulbury and Drayton 
Parslow: clergy - Norman 
Cotton, Peter Lymbery, John 
Hibbard. 

Wednesday 9 Wingrave: 
clergy - Bob Willmott, Siv 
Tunnicliffe. 

Thursday 10 Wing: clergy - 
Bob Willmott, Siv Tunnicliffe. 
Friday 1 1 Vale of the White 
Horse Deanery. Pray for the 
churchwardens and congrega- 
tions of the Uffington bene- 
fice, that they will soon be 
successful in appointing a new 
vicar. We also pray for 
Cherbury with Gainfield, at 
the start of their interregnum. 
We give thanks for the support 
of the non-parish clergy who 
are assisting in maintaining 
regular services in our 27 



churches. We welcome our 
new Vale youth worker, Simon 
Faulks, and his wife Gill. We 
pray for synod lay chairman - 
Jeff Greenhalgh; ecumenical 
representative - E. Boyd. 
Saturday 12 Ashbury, 
Compton Beauchamp and 
Longcot with Fernham: clergy 
- Michael Starr, Ken Weaver; 
licensed lay minister - Rodney 
Elton. 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sunday 1 3 Those exercising 
responsibility for deanery 
groups and activities, synods, 
committees, working parties. 
Monday 14 Cherbury with 
Gainfield: clergy - Joy Hance; 
churchwardens during the 
vacancy. 

Tuesday 15 Great Coxwell 
with Buscot, Coleshill and 
Eaton Hastings: clergy - John 
Noddings. 

Wednesday 1 6 Faringdon 
with Little Coxwell: clergy - 
Charles Draper; licensed lay 
minister - G. Scott-Brown. 
Thursday 1 7 Shrivenham 
and Ashbury: clergy - Richard 
Hancock, Michael Starr; 
licensed lay minister - Rodney 
Elton. 

Friday 18 Stanford-in-the- 
Vale with Goosey and 



Hatford: clergy - Michael 
Wenham, Paul Faint, Charles 
Patterson; licensed lay minis- 
ters - Jill Smith, Peter 
Stallabrass. 

Saturday 19 Uffington, 
Shellingford, Woolstone and 
Baulking: clergy - vacancy; 
honorary assistant priest - Jim 
Payne. 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sunday 20 Those exercising 
responsibility within parishes 
on PCCs, especially secre- 
taries, treasurers and church- 
wardens. 

Monday 21 Witney Deanery. 
For staff changes - welcome to 
Ian Cooper in September, 
guidance in interviews for 
Shill Valley and Broadshire. 
Pray for tourists, that they 
may gain spiritually as well as 
historically. For the housing 
developments in Witney and 
Carterton and the church 
growth started and planned. 
Area dean - Roger Billings; 
synod lay chairman - Lynda 
Blair; ecumenical representa- 
tive - Andrew Tweedy. 
TUesday 22 Bampton with 
Clanfield: clergy - David 
Lloyd; licensed lay minister - 
Arthur Pont. 

Wednesday 23 Burford 



with Fulbrook and Tayntron, 
Asthall with Swinbrook and 
Widford: clergy - Richard 
Coombs, Stuart Allen; 
licensed lay minister - John 
Leach. 

Thursday 24 Brize Norton 
and Carterton: clergy - Roger 
Billings, Roy Turner, Andrew 
Tweedy. 

Friday 25 Cogges and South 
Leigh: clergy - Andrew 

Sweeney, James Howson, 
Penny Joyce, Tim Edge; 
licensed lay ministers - 
Pauline Page, David Page, 
Nick Pike, David Smith, 
Richard Young. 

Saturday 26 Ducklington St 
Bartholomew: clergy - Bob 
Edy; licensed lay ministers„- 
David Adams, Judith Lever- 
more, David Holme. 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sunday 27 Those who are 
representatives or advisers and 
facilitate communication, 
both within the structures for 
different aspects of church life 
and between the church and 
community. 

Monday 28 Lower 
Windrush: clergy - Sarah 
Sharp; licensed lay ministers - 
Ian Blair, Lynda Blair, Renaldo 
Marslin; pastoral assistant - 



Alison Shaw. 

Tuesday 29 Shill Valley and 
Broadshire: clergy - Richard 
Harrison, Elizabeth Johnson, 
Neville Usher-Wilson. 

Minster Lovell: clergy - 

Adrian Gabb-Jones. 
Wednesday 30 Witney 
Team Ministry: clergy - team 
rector vacancy, David Childs, 
John Cook, Clair Titcomb; 
licensed lay ministers - 
Rosemary Peirce, Sally Down. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am 
Matins; 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong 
Weekdays: 7.15am 
Matins; 7.35am Holy 
Communion; 

6pm Evensong 
(Thursdays 5.35pm, Sung 
Eucharist 6pm). 
Wednesdays only: 

1.05pm Holy Communion 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 

95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 

104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6-9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 
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A devilish correspondence: Screwtape writes again! 



Last month we asked readers to write their own modern-day Screwtape letters, little imaginging the quantity or quality of the response we would 
receive. Below we print the winning three letters, in abbreviated form. For the full versions, and more of our entries, see our website www. 
oxford.anglican.org. Each author receives a copy of the two volume set of C S Lewis’ Collected Letters, published by HarperCollins and worth £60. 



My dear Wormwood, 

May I congratulate you on your latest letter. How wittily you 
describe your delicate use of anxiety, jealousy and conceit to manoeu- 
vre your victim, rendered all the more entertaining as suspicion turned 
to certainty in the mind of your reader that you have failed. 

Yes, my dear Wormwood. You may imagine the fury of our 
Majesties Below when I explain to them the reality of the situation. I 
leave you to anticipate the penalties I shall be required to exact. 

Were you so hoodwinked by your initial success that you failed to 
reflect upon the Enemy’s true purpose? You claim to have frustrated 
his intention that your victim play a leading role in his local church. 
You noticed his disaffection with the church committee, which you 
fostered by drawing his attention to certain remarks and idiosyn- 
crasies of his fellow committee members, so that he resigned, giving as 
his reason the demands of his day to day work. And this despite your 
victim’s increased attention to prayer. 

That alone should have warned you. Even though we can never quite 
overhear what the Enemy whispers to his followers, you had a duty to 
pay attention to the reports of increased signals traffic in your locality. 
You even overlooked the reactivation of two veteran prayer warriors. 

I will tell you, Wormwood, what this means. The resistance you 
encountered was so light, because it was a feint. By the time you receive 
this reply you will have noticed certain incidents that have confirmed to 
your victim that the Enemy does indeed wish him to devote his energies 
to subverting the unconscious allegiance of his colleagues at work. By 
your negligence you have released into that hitherto unperturbed 
province - who knows what? A Pastor? Maybe even an Evangelist! 

Your ravening Uncle Screwtape. 

(aka Christopher Hickin, Surrey) 



My dear Wormwood, 

I deeply regret that your patient is considering offering herself for 
ordination. However we can still use this dreadful idea for our 
advantage. At this stage she probably still has in her mind’s eye the 
memory of last Easter, with her vicar dressed in glistening veste- 
ments peaching to a packed congregation and the church decked 
with daffodils and lilies. I’m glad you say his sermon wasn’t very 
effective. Let her think she could have done better (or worse, as far 
as we are concerned). 

In any case, encourage her to go ahead with her ambition. Notice 
I said ‘ambition’. Whatever you do, don’t let her focus on the idea 
of ‘vocation’. Thta’s a word we despise and the Enemy cherishes. 
Make her see herself as helping her present over-stretched (and 
might I add handsome?) vicar and don’t let her think of him as 
about to move to pastures new. 

Again, foster in your patient the idea that, once ordained, a priest 
should have the answer to all problems, psychological as well as 
spiritual, doling out advice to all and sundry, even on the telephone. 
Encourage her to talk rather than listen. When asked for her opin- 
ion, make sure she says ‘The Bible says..’ etc rather than speak from 
a viewpoint derived from prayer and meditation. 

If she hasn’t done so already, get her to adopt a party line in the 
Church and join one of the many labelled groups. This can help 
enormously by widening divisions among the Enemy’s followers. 
Stress the idea of availability in your patient, especially if she aspires 
to be an NSM. As you know, we have broken up not a few clergy 
marriages by priest’s putting ‘The Lord’s work’ before ‘Family time’. 

your affectionate uncle Screwtape 

(aka Revd Paul Rimmer, Oxford) 



My dear Wormwood, 

Your new patient sounds delicious Devil offal! You say 
you are worried he attends a church, but from all you tell 
me he is fast becoming, under your guidance, the kind of 
C... (I can’t bring myself to say that word) the Enemy 
most dislikes. I am delighted to hear you have directed 
him towards a congregation composed largely of self- 
congratulatory cliques, who consider all those outside to 
be lost. Skewed self-righteousness can be particuarly uself 
in tempting not just the patient, but his associates too, 
into our foul dungeons. 

I gather he does a lot of charitable giving but never goes 
without himself (remember the widow’s mite) and indeed 
boasts of his generosity. Play hard on that.The more self- 
important and virtuous he thinks he is and the more he tries 
to impose those pious views on others, the better for us. 

You imply he is using his faith as another means of per- 
sonal insurance, something to be strongly encouraged. The 
Enemy hates being made use of in that way. 

I am thrilled to hear how impatient he is with those 
who don’t share his wishy washy liberal outlook. 
Intolerance is a vice (I salivate as I mention that word!) to 
be vigorously promoted. 

You say too that behind the wheel of a car he becomes a 
changed man. Splendid! Get to work on that. Road rage can 
be a wonderful temptation to commit real old-fashioned sin 
(scrumptious!) and actually inflict deliberate harm on others. 

Your affectionate uncle Screwtape 

(aka Diana Stow, Faringdon) 



Raising a Christian family - win copies 



Daring to 
be Different 







DARING TO BE DIFFERENT 
SARAH JOHNSON 
DARTON, LONGMAN AND TODD 

£9.95 



AS a big fan of the new Bishop of Reading’s book 
Praying through Life , in particular its chapters on 
praying with children, I wasn’t sure what Sarah 
Johnson would have to offer. 

Her book sets out to offer guidance for faith 
families in a secular world - it has suggestions for 
what to do with children of all agents at 
Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter as well as 



sections on bedtime prayers and graces. 

But it is far more than just a book of useful tips 
- it is immensely readable and encouraging for 
parents wondering just how to go about incor- 
porating prayer and praise into daily life. So 
engaged with it was I, that I stayed up until mid- 
night reading it (which as any parent with a tod- 
dler will know, is quite a feat!) 

Rebecca Pave ley 

We have 3 copies of Daring to be Different by 
Sarah Johnson to give away. To win one , send 
your name and address to Daring to be 
Different draw , The Door, Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0x2 ONB. Closing date is 
15 June 2005. Winners names will be published 
in the July/August Door 
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Join us as we celebrate 150 years 
of bringing Healing and Hope 

Biblelantfs Sunday - 4 July 2004 




YES! We would like to join in the celebrations on Bible Lands 
Sunday - 4 July 2004: Please send us a FREE pack of materials. 

Name: 



My Home Church is: 



We will be not only giving thanks 
tor the past, but also for the 
current work of Bib \cJUmds. 

We also look forward to a future 
of continued healing and hope 
in the lands of the Bible for the 
next 150 years! 

Bible Lands currently works 
with more than 50 Christian-led 
Partner Projects in Israel/Palestine, 
Lebanon and Egypt in six' key 
areas of ministry. 



Will your church join us in 
making this a special day of 
great celebration and 
thanksgiving? 

For more information and a 
FREE pack of materials, 
including posters, prayer cards 
and a booklet of hymns, 
readings, suggested themes and 
prayers, please complete the 
tear-off slip, or contact us at 
our offices - address below. 



Address: 



Postcode: 



W 'ill you join us as we celebrate 
1 50 years of bringing 
compassionate care to the 
needy on this first Bibl eLands Sunday? 





Adventure Plus 



( 4 ® 



Adventure Plus, a licensed mobile provider of 
outdoor adventure activities for young people 
and adults, is a Christian Charity based near 
Witney, Oxfordshire. 

Adventure Holidays 

- with a Christian ethos , 
includes: abseiling , archery , 
arts & crafts , canoeing , climbing , 
fencing , drama , kayaking , 
mountain biking ; sports , and so 
much more 



Venues: OYC, Wokingham, Berks 26-30 July (10- 
14 yr olds) Downside School, nr Radstock, Bath 2- 
6 Aug. (9-12 yr olds) and 8-13 Aug. (12-17 yr olds) 

(coach available from Witney) 

Contact: 

01993 703308 

for more information, or email: 
christine@adventurepIus.or.uk 
or visit 

www.adventureplus.org.uk 






Subscribe to The 
Door - and have £5 
sent to your Church! 



WOULD you like the Door 
sent direct to your home 
each month? You can now 
subscribe for just £10 a 
year and have your copy is 
sent direct to your home, on 
time for the month ahead. 

As part of an innovative 
new scheme, The Door will 
donate half of every sub- 
scription received to 
churches. The remaining 
£5 will be used to cover 
postal charges. You can 
nominate the church you 
want your donation sent to 
and even, if you wish, ear- 
mark the money for a par- 



ticular project. We will 
then do the rest and send 
your donation on to the 
nominated church. 

To take up this offer, 
either complete the form 
below and send it with a 
cheque for £10 to Oxford 
Diocesan Publications Ltd, 
Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 
ONB or go to online to 
www.doorsubscription.com 
and pay online using our 
secure payment system. 

Beat the rush each 
Sunday - order your copy 
today! 



Yes! I would like to subscribe to The 
Door at a cost of £10 per year. I have 
enclosed a cheque for this amount. 



I would like my donation to go to 



for 



Church 



(subscribers do not have to nominate a particular project 
but can tick here if they would like their donation to go 
towards the work of The Door) Q 

My address is: 




■ 



The making of a bishop 



(continued from page 1 ) inside 
and out, he told the con- 
gregationthat bishops were 
like scaffolds, bringing with 
them an expectation of 
change. The ‘scaffold min- 
istry’ of bishops acted as a 
‘bridge between the sacred 
and the secular’, he said. ‘We 
should expect to find all peo- 
ple on this bridge... among 
them gay and lesbians and 
people of other faiths.’ 

He called for the destruc- 
tion of ‘every wall that divides 
people and the Church’. 

People queued back through 
the nave to congratulate the 
new bishop and his wife. 
Consecrated alongside Stephen 



was Michael Perham, who 
becomes Bishop of Gloucester. 

The Cottrell family moved 
to Reading at Easter and the 
boys are now settled in at 
schools in the area. 

Bishop Stephen was former- 
ly a canon at Peterborough 
Catheral. He has extensive 
experience in mission, having 
worked for Springboard, the 
evangelical initiative set up by 
the former Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Lord Carey. 

Pictured above: Bishops lay their 
hands on the head of their col- 
league, in the act of consecration 
and right, the new bishop with 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Photos Frank Blackwell 





“DO YOU HAVE 
ANY OF THESE 
WINES FOR 
SAL E?!! 

Red Bordeaux 1990 & older 
Vintage Port 1977 & older 
White Burgundy 1996 & older 
Red Burgundy 1995 & older 

ANY WINES from 

1944/54/64 & 1945/55/65 

(any q uantity . but must be well 
stored please) 

IF YES then please contact: 

RICHARD BRAZIER 
Tel: 01793 731886 
Fax: 01793 731887 



or e-mail on: 

r.brazier@virgin.net 






Quality & Personal Service 
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‘Whatever you have 
said in the dark will 
be heard in the light, 
and what you have 
whispered behind 
closed doors will be 
proclaimed from the 
housetops.’ Luke 12:3 




by David Winter 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



We live in an era of leaks and rev- 
elations. It sometimes seems that 
nothing any longer is ever private 
for long, and secrets exist only in 
order to be revealed. Politicians, 
sports personalities, show-biz 
stars, even church leaders - all 
have fallen foul of the all-seeing 
eye and all-hearing senses of the 
media. Our society seems to have 
lost the will to allow any area of 
life to remain private. ‘Secret’ has 
become a dirty word. 

The striking words of Jesus in 
this verse may well be seen as a 
prophetic warning to this media- 
saturated age. If nothing is pri- 
vate, if no idle word is safe from 
prying recorders or hidden bugs, 
then our only recourse is to live 
lives of transparent honesty. 
Words spoken ‘in the dark’ will 
be rehearsed in the light 
and whispered comments behind 
closed doors will appear on 



the front page of the 
Mirror. If such reve- 
lation is inevitable, 
then dark words and 
whispered opinions 
are out and openness 
is in. 

Of course, Jesus was not refer- 
ring directly to our present obses- 
sion with leaks and revelations. 
He had in mind, I’m sure, a 
greater truth: that everything lies 
open before our Creator - every 
idle word, every secret thought, 
every malicious opinion. For most 
of us, media intrusions and public 
exposure are not the problem, but 
we are all aware of the damage 
and pain caused every day by 
whispers, innuendos and secret 
resentments. 

Followers of Christ are called to 
live transparent lives - to ‘walk in 
the light’, in St John’s phrase. We 
are also to work and pray for a 
society that is open and honest. 
We cannot hide anything from 
God. The difficult lesson to learn 
is that in the last analysis we can’t 
hide it from anybody else either. 

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan 
Director of Evangelism, a broadcaster and 
author of many books 




3 South Parade, Summertown, Oxford 0X2 7JL. 
Telephone 0 1 865 5 1 7200 



‘Come window 
shopping in 
Summertown” 



OXFORD 

DOUBLE GLAZING 



Traditional timber 
doors, bespoke wooden 
windows, authentic sash 
windows and alternatives 
in maintenance free 
aluminium and PVCu, 



i 





The highs and lows of a first year 

in the parish meet our new columnist page 5 




What does a Church School offer 

your child? We find out page 7 
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page 1 0 & 1 1 



Planning your 
wedding? 



Find out about a 
new drive to offer 
'package' Church 
weddings 



Internet Church appoints first ‘web pastor’ 



A LAY minister in the Church of Scotland has 
been appointed as the first pastor of the ground- 
breaking new Internet Church. 

Alyson Leslie is a leading social care expert 
who has chaired national enquiries into cases of 
child abuse. She also has extensive experience of 
using the internet for ministry, having set up 
Scotland’s Web Church. 

I-Church is the first web community to be 
a fully recognised Anglican church. 
Although parishioners from all over the UK 
will take part, the church will be part of the 
Diocese of Oxford and will be overseen by 
the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd Richard 
Harries. 

Alyson, who is based in Dundee, said I-Church 
was a ‘wonderful opportunity’ for ministry. 

‘People at different stages on their spiritual 



journey can come together and feel comfortable 
on the web. Through the internet we have the 
opportunity to reach out to millions of people. 

‘My job will be to help people to build rela- 
tionships - and create space for the Holy Spirit 
to work.’ 

I-Church will seek to build a community 
through prayer and a common commitment to a 
way of life. 

The original idea of communications director, 
the Revd Richard Thomas, thousands of people 
from across the world have already expressed an 
interest in joining I-Church. 

Some of those are already members of a 
parish church, but want something ‘extra’, 
while others are unable or unwilling to attend 
their local Church on Sunday mornings. Others 
are seekers, who are looking to find out more 



about Christianity. 

I-Church is funded by a grant from Cutting 
Edge ministries. 

Richard Thomas said: ‘We are delighted with 
this appointment. Alyson brings long experience 
of working with Christian internet communities, 
having founded Scotland's Web Parish. She 
brings a deep spirituality, together with her expe- 
rience of working with professional organisa- 
tions at a very senior level. She was an outstand- 
ing candidate at interview, and the appointing 
body was unanimous in its decision.’ 

In an exciting new development, the Mission 
for Seafarers is to be a partner in I-Church and 
will develop ‘pastorates’ for seafarers as part of 
the network. 

For more about Alyson and her plans to develop 
I-Church see next month's Door 





A warm welcome 
for Stephen 



STEPHEN Cottrell was consecrated as the 
new Bishop of Reading in a packed service in 
St Paul’s Cathedral in London. 

Bishop Stephen was surrounded by friends, 
family and well-wishers from his previous 
post at Peterborough Cathedral for the emo- 
tional service. Pictured left with his wife, 
Rebecca and their three sons (from left to 
right) Samuel, 8, Joseph, 14 and Ben, 10, he 
said afterwards he ‘wanted people to know 
that the Church is there for everyone, includ- 
ing gay and lesbians’. 

His consecration brings a new Bishop to 
Reading after a gap of 14 months, and brings 
to an end the difficult period following the 
earlier proposed appointment of gay canon 
Jeffrey John. He had been forced to step down 
in the wake of protest from the wider 
Anglican Church. But just days before Bishop 
Stephen’s consecration, Canon John was 



appointed as the new Dean of St Albans - a 
post vacated by Christopher Lewis, who 
moved to Christ Church, Oxford, last autumn. 

Bishop Stephen has been welcomed by 
both liberal and evangelical Christians in 
the Diocese. 

Joy at his consecration could not be damp- 
ened by the heavy rain outside, and hundreds 
queued for seats. He was consecrated in a 
service that, despite its solemnity, was a joyful 
family occasion as Bishop Stephen was sur- 
rounded by his extended family. His wife 
wiped away tears as the new Bishop, handed 
his plain staff, was presented to the people to 
tumultuous applause. 

The sermon was given by Canon Martin 
Warner of St Paul’s. Drawing attention to the 
heavy scaffolding that masked the Cathedral 
(continued on page 20) 

Read Bishop Stephen's message , page 8 
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Deep Christian faith which inspired struggle for Europe 

Tony Dickinson, European contact for the diocese, urges us all to go out and vote on 10 June and remember the vision behind the Union 



WILL you be voting on 10 June? That’s the day 
when across the country there will be elections 
to local authorities and to the European 
Parliament. Rumour has it you won’t. And, if 
past performance is anything to go by, neither 
will a large majority of people in this country. 
Archbishop Rowan Williams recently drew 
attention in a sermon in Cambridge to the 
apparent disconnection of people from what is 
sometimes described as ‘the democratic process’. 
It’s becoming hard enough to get voters to turn 
out at a general election (the 2001 election pro- 
duced the lowest turn-out since the First World 
War), harder to get them to the polling stations 
for local elections, and hardest of all to get them 
to vote in European elections. But these 
European elections will be taking place against a 
highly significant background. On 1 May the 
European Union celebrated its enlargement to 
include ten nations of central and eastern 



Europe, from the Baltic Republics in the north to 
Malta and Cyprus in the south, via Poland, 
Hungary, the Czech Republic, Slovakia and 
Slovenia. In mid-March changes of government 
in Spain and Poland revived active discussion of 
the proposed constitution for this enlarged EU. 

'Europe 7 is not something from 
which we are, or can afford to be 
detached 

On 20 April, the Prime Minister announced to 
Parliament his conversion to the idea of putting 
approval of this constitution, when it reaches its 
final form, to the people of Britain in a referen- 
dum. One of the reasons for our indifference to 
the European Union is the unrelenting barrage of 
anti-European propaganda which comes from 
part of our national press. Another is the appar- 



ent irrelevance of ‘Europe’ to life in the places 
where we live and work - and, of course, to 
British traditions of suspicion of the stranger, 
most sharply expressed in the profoundly un- 
Christian attitudes to refugees and asylum-seek- 
ers in government and the media. However, the 
European Union is a fact of economic and social 
life in our diocese. Many people in these three 
counties are employed by organisations whose 
headquarters are in mainland Europe or work 
for organisations which do significant business 
with the mainland. Probably many more of us 
have been on holiday to at least one of the coun- 
tries of mainland Europe (that includes the 
Balearics, Sicily, Corsica and most of the 
Aegean). And a significant proportion of us has 
other European connections - through family, 
friends, neighbours, or (increasingly) through 
Church contacts. So, ‘Europe’ is not something 
from which we are, or can afford to be, 



detached. Despite the refusal of the commission, 
chaired by former President Valery Giscard 
d’Estaing. to include a reference to God in the 
preamble to the draft constitution, the vision 
which provided the seed from which the EU as 
we know it has grown was a profoundly 
Christian one. Its aim was to promote peace and 
reconciliation between nations which had been 
at war with one another repeatedly during the 
previous centuries - and especially between 
France and Germany. Those who were at the 
heart of this project in its earliest days were men 
of deep Christian faith, such as the first 
Chancellor of West Germany, Konrad Adenauer, 
and the French politician, Robert Schumann. It 
is this, rather than Mrs Thatcher’s insistence on 
Britain’s budget rebate, which makes the struggle 
for Europe worthwhile and which will, I hope, 
encourage people to exercise their vote in the 
elections to the European Parliament. 



Church fights off closure as villagers flock to services 




Methodist minister Graham Tidmarsh and Revd Richard Hancock with Mia Munnelly and Eleanor 
James at St James 7 patronal festival. Photo David Collier 



A CHURCH in the process of being shut down 
has suddenly burst into new life. 

Around 75 people are now attending a 
Saturday service at St James, Bourton each 
month - though just months before the pews 
were deserted. 

The Revd Richard Hancock said that last year 
he despaired of St James’ having a future after 
‘he had tried everything’. It was agreed last win- 
ter that the church would have to be made 
redundant because, with no congregation, the 
Diocese couldn’t afford to keep it open. 

But news of this spurred Bourton resident 
Dennis Offer into action. 

He wrote to every villager in the 200-home 
parish warning them that the church would close 
unless they used it. He also included a standing 
order form asking people to donate towards the 
£6,000 needed to keep the church open. 

When Mr Hancock turned up for his usual 
service at the beginning of January, expecting to 



see the pews empty as usual, he was amazed to 
see more than 30 faces smiling back at him. 

The congregation has now, five months later, 
grown to more than 75 people. 

Mr Hancock said: ‘For the Easter service, 
people had to stand at the back. It was amazing. 
What is so good about it is that it is the villagers 
themselves who have saved the church. They 
haven’t just sat about and waited for the vicar 
to do something; they have done it themselves. 

‘The village have accepted that the church is 
their responsibility and that there just isn’t a 
pot of gold which can be used to keep open all 
these small churches if people don’t use them.’ 
The village has now raised more than £2,000 
through standing orders and it was confirmed 
this week that the redundancy notice on the 
church has been rescinded. 

Sight impaired people can now get a free audio 
version of The DOOR by contacting Graham 
Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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News 



Extending the table 



Rebecca Paveley explores in the growth in the number of churches allowing children to take communion before they are confirmed and below, Colin 
James, assistant curate at Wokingham All Saints, on explains why his Church recently invited children to share at the communion table 



CONFIRMATION services were, it used to be 
said, a passing out parade for youngsters. The 
Church held onto children through Sunday 
school, through confirmation classes, until they 
were judged old enough to make their own dec- 
laration of faith. This done, and the bread and 
the wine finally received after years of curiosi- 
ty, kneeling alongside their parents at the altar, 
the teenagers upped and left. 

Now however, the church doesn’t even hold 
onto them that long. Children in their early 
teens are rare among our congregations. They 
refuse to come when they outgrow Sunday 
school and consequently the number of confir- 
mation services has plummeted. 

There is a growing movement in some 
churches to include children and young people 
in the life of the church, right the way up to the 
communion rail. 

More than 40 churches in the Oxford Diocese 
are now allowing children to take communion. 
The decision is taken only after months of dis- 
cussions and close work with Jenny Hyson, the 
children’s officer. 

She said that while there is still resistance to 
the principle of child communion, many people 
mistakenly think it is a ‘rule’ of the church 



which goes back centuries. 

‘The idea that confirmation was the path to 
communion was actually a nineteenth century 
one,’ she says. 

Allowing children to take communion before 
they are confirmed would restore confirma- 
tion’s importance, she said. 

‘It frees confirmation from being just about 
wanting to take the bread and the wine. 
Confirmation is about confirming our faith, 
moving onto an adult, active life of faith and 
work for the Church. 

'The idea that confirmation was the 
path to communion was actually a 
nineteenth century one 7 



‘Child communion raises questions about 
what is baptism, what is the Eucharist and 
what is confirmation. 

‘People make a big issue of understanding - 
but the disciples didn’t understand what Jesus 
was doing at the Last Supper. It isn’t about 
worthiness either; after all Judas was the first 
person to whom Jesus gave the bread.’ 

She said churches wanting to offer commun- 



Welcoming children, welcoming church 




AT Easter last year we at All Saints, 
Wokingham, had the joy of welcoming about a 
dozen unconfirmed children to receive com- 
munion for the first time. Since then others 
have joined them and become regular commu- 
nicants. Their new status appears to have been 
fully accepted by the congregation. Like other 
churches that have gone down this road, we 
are tempted to ask ‘What was all the fuss 
about?’ It now all seems so natural. 

Nevertheless, this step took placed after 
extensive preparation of the parish as much as 
of the young people themselves. When you 
change the practice of centuries, with which 
everyone has grown up, it is hardly surprising 
if some remain sceptical. For all the careful 
teaching and explanation we offered, it is at 
the level of feelings that many judge whether 
it seems right or not. 

Most of the teaching to prepare children for 
communion takes place within a newly revised 
Junior Church programme. However, there are 
also a few sessions 
with the children 
and the parents 
before the actual 
admission to 



perceptive questions. 

The children have been every bit as reverent 
at the altar as the adults. I have never had a 
moment when, as I placed the host in a child’s 
hands, I have thought ‘this is wrong, I 
shouldn’t be doing this’. On the contrary, I 
have felt I was sharing in the blessing Jesus 
held out to the children, whom the disciples 
tried to turn away, and this is very powerful 
and precious. 



I have never had a moment when, 
as I placed the host in a child's 
hands, I have thought 'this is 
wrong, I shouldn't be doing this' 



There has been no pressure on the children 
or their parents to participate. A few we might 
have expected to accept have chosen not to. 
Some would rather be confirmed and have 
been. We have been eager to accept that the 
choice is theirs. 

In the longer term, we hope that children will 
see a natural progression leading from com- 
munion at a fairly early age to confirmation 
when they are a bit older. But we are in a tran- 
sitional phase in which the old and the new 
arrangements have to co-exist. 

This development has taken place as part of 
a more general re-evaluation of the place of 
children and young families in our wor- 
hip. We still have some way to go, 
but we have the evidence of a num- 
ber of newcomers who tell us they 
feel that ours is a welcoming 
church. We believe that the wel- 
come to our children at the Lord’s 
Table is a vital component in this. 
Our experience is well summed 
up in the title of the excellent 
diocesan handbook - We 
Welcome You. 



Revd Colin James 
Assistant Curate, 
All Saints Wokingham 

41 



communion. At 
these, the children 
have shown a lively 
interest and asked 



ion to youngsters underwent extensive prepara- 
tions with their congregations and with their 
children. 

Though children aren’t offered ‘confirmation 
type’ classes, the priest will often speak to the 
parents or wait for the parents to speak to him 
or her. 

It is all about a child’s ‘readiness’ said Jenny. 
‘If it was about understanding, then some chil- 
dren and adults with learning disabilities could 
never receive.’ 

Diocesan guidance does say children as 
young as 4 should be able to take communion 
if a priest approves, but in practice, the 
child is often 7 or 8 before he or she , 
wants to receive. Baptism is the only cri- J 
teria for children wanting to receive. 

Communion is not a panacea, nor 
should churches expect it to be, 
warned Jenny. 

‘There are no guarantees that 
child communion will keep chil- 
dren in the Church, it isn’t a magic 
solution. That won’t happen 
unless parishes begin to work and 
make relationships with children 
and the young. At the moment chil- 



dren are leaving at the age of 8, 9 10 long 
before they come to confirmation. 

‘But if we really want our kids to have a sense 
of belonging we may need to let them receive at 
the altar.’ 

It is no longer possible for churches 
and priests to simply say they do 
not agree with child communion 
and will not consider it. 

Guidance from the House of 
^ Bishops says that no child who 
has been allowed to receive in one 
L church should be turned away 
l another. With 
an increasingly mobile 
T population, this 
ns all 
churches are going 
\ to have to look at 
their policy on 
children and 
communion. 
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People & places 



Coming to a 
church near you! 

'GOSH, what a good idea; yes, 
we'll have one'. 

'We've got one already - 
copies just fly out of it.' 

'At the very least it has helped 
to tidy up the table at the 
back of the church.' 

Some of the comments we've 
had so far as reaction to the 
Door Display display stands. 
During the month of May, 
members of the Door team 
have been going to as many of 
the Episcopal Visitations as 
they can manage, a total of 1 1 
by the end of the month. Lots 
have people have seen the 
stands, many are thinking of 
having them. If you haven't 
got yours yet and you want to 
join the promotional effort, 
I then e-mail 
penny.stephens 
I @oxford.angli- 
1can.org or call 
Penny on 

01865 208225 
. \ or buy one on 
. \ the website 

\ at www. 
IPt* oxford. 

anglican. 
I org 

Do®' David 

Shepherd 



Door 



Celebrating Community and Countryside 



A CIRCULAR walk from 
Dorchester with prayers in 
Little Wittenham church on the 
way, followed by a 
Rogationtide service, drew 
about 150 people to walk and 
more to crowd the Abbey, to 
praise God for His creation and 
to pray for His blessing. The 
whole event was the idea of 
Mrs Anne Kelaart, this year’s 
High Sheriff of Oxfordshire. 

The Lord Lieutenant, Hugo 
Brunner, said: ‘It is a great to 
be here. This is a wonderful 
idea to promote the rural life 
of Oxfordshire and to revive 



the church’s traditions relating 
to the countryside.’ 

In his introduction the Revd. 
Glyn Evans, the diocesan rural 
officer, said that Rogation has 
a long pre-Christian history 
going back to the Romans, 
who used to ‘spray the fields 
with prayer’ to their goddess in 
an attempt to ward off mildew! 
He said that Rogation is a time 
for us as Christians to pray not 
only for our fields and harvests 
but also for our communities, 
and for the communities them- 
selves to come together in 
prayer. 



This same theme was taken 
up by Revd Anne Hartley, a 
farmer’s wife and Ordained 
Local Minister (OLM) from 
Milton under Wychwood, 
who spoke on the parable of 
the sower and spoke about 
preparing the soil for the seed 
and our lives for the word of 
God. ‘All soil can be improved 
by cultivation and a good dose 
of manure’ she said. ‘And 
prayer is the foundation, the 
ground is made more fruitful 
with the help of God’. She told 
us of the joys of being settled 
in one place and ministering to 




lives. ‘ 

This is one of four events 
which Mrs. Kelaart is initiat- 
ing in her shrieval year, mark- 
ing the four moments when 
the Church pays particular 
attention to agriculture. 

Clemency Fox 



New layout at St Helen’s 



THE first stage of a major 
development plan for St 
Helen’s, Abingdon has been 
completed. Lor the last 6 
months the congregation has 
been worshipping in 
Abingdon School chapel but 
returned on Palm Sunday. The 
work completed includes 
underfloor heating, a new 
nave sanctuary and reinstated 
pews on three sides. 

The church is to be used for 



performance and display, 
including ‘Textiles for Peace’ a 
cross cultural project from 
East Oxford. 

The next phase of the proj- 
ect involves the restoration of 
the organ case and the 
rebuilding and resiting of the 
instrument. A final stage will 
be carried out when there are 
enough funds, to include a 
new entrance, toilets, vestries 
and servery. 



Cornerstone community centre 
opens in Wokingham 



ALL Saints’ Church Wokingham 
held a grand opening of The 
Cornerstone, their new 
Community Hall, last month. 
Spirits were high and banners 
and balloons were adorned over 
the Cornerstone welcoming 
everyone to a day of celebration. 

The hall was opened by Lady 
Elizabeth Godsal, MBE, DL, 
High Steward of Wokingham, 
and one of the patrons of the 
Lundraising Appeal.t 

The Chairman of the 
Wokingham District Council, 
Bob Wyatt presented David 
Hodgson, Rector of All Saints’, 
a cheque for £76,000. This is in 
addition to their earlier contri- 
bution of £100,000. This fan- 
tastic news means the 
Cornerstone is paid for and 
open for use, on the same day. 




David Hodgson, Rector of 
All Saints’ said. ‘I congratulate 
everyone who has worked to 
provide this community facility. 
I hope it will be used to the full 
by a whole range of communi- 
ty purposes.’ 

Anne King, Chairman of the 
Cornerstone Development 
Team said: ‘We can now move 
forward with the real work - of 
bringing the building to life as a 
really lively meeting place for 
everyone in this part of 
Wokingham.’ 

Jane Mel I or 



Rolling Rev in action in 
Oxfordshire villages 



A CAMPER van known as the 
Rolling Rev will be motoring 
around the villages of the 
Ray Valley in Oxfordshire as 
a part of a new project to 
help parishioners stay in 
touch with their clergy. There 
are eight churches in that 
Benefice and some do not 
have a service every week. 

It is planned that the 
Rolling Rev will visit vil- 
lagers regularly, armed with 
refreshment, and will park up 
and invite people to pop in 



and see the vicar. The camper 
van will have a laptop to 
allow clergy to work in quiet 
times. The van will also be 
used to support the youth 
group in the area. 

The Bishop of Dorchester, 
the Rt Revd Colin Lletcher, 
blessed the van in a ceremo- 
ny at Piddington. 

He said: ‘The Rolling Rev is 
a bright new venture. I am 
pleased to endorse a great 
idea which raises the profile 
of the Church in villages.’ 



Prayer of 
dedication for 
home 

THE Bishop of Dorchester 
opened the newly refurbished 
care home, Huntercombe Hall, 
near Nettlebed last month. 
More than £250,000 was spent 
on the refurbishment. 

The home was commis- 
sioned by Lord Nuffield in 
the early part of the last 
century. 

Bishop Colin unveiled a 
plaque to mark his visit and 
offered a prayer of dedication 
before touring the home. 



Scrap metal 
music therapy 

SCRAP metal is the first com- 
munity music therapy of its 
kind. The idea is the brainchild 
of Stuart Wood, a music thera- 
pist in Bucks who works in 
neurological rehabilitation. He 
has been holding workshops in 
St Mary’s Church, Aylesbury 
and will hold a concert on 
Saturday 19 June at 6.30pm. 
A large scale installation by 
local artists Caroline Meynell 
and Liz Meier will highlight 
the project. 



Guild centenary 

The Guild of Health is cele- 
brating its centenary this year 
and there will be a service of 
celebration in Christ Church 
on Saturday 26 June at 
2.30pm. Sister Frances 
Domenica and Canon 
Finnemore, of the chaplaincy 
at the John Radcliffe hospital 
will contribute to the service. 
Soprano Beatrix Stewart will 
sing and Jeremy Boughton 
will play the organ. 

Healing prayers and the lay- 
ing on of hands will be offered 
at the end of the service. 



Women priests traced 

We have been contacted by 
more of the 66 women who 
were the first to be priested in 
the Oxford Diocese in 1994 
(see April Door). Ann 
Mackenzie is current team 
vicar at West Swindon and 
the Lydiards; Margaret 
Saunders is team vicar in 
Grantham, Lincoln Diocese; 
Sylvia Bareham moved to 
Suffolk;and Liz Johnson, who 
was not in the photo of the 
66, is in ministry in the Shill 
valley and Broadshire 
benefice. 



Celebration of Animals 

The first British interfaith 
service in celebration of ani- 
mals, sponsored by the World 
Congress of Faiths, will be 
held at Golders Green 
Unitarian Church, Hoop 
Lane, London at 3pm on 13 
June. Professor Andrew 
Linzey, who holds the world's 
first post in theology and ani- 
mals at Oxford University, 
will give the keynote address. 
He said: T believe that reli- 
gions should speak out on 
behalf of protection of ani- 
mals'. For more information 
email andrewlinzey@aol.com 



Pilgrimage preacher 
is made a peer 

The preacher at the St Birinus 
Pilgrimage 6.30pm Service 
on Sunday, 11 July, Methodist 
minister, Dr Leslie Griffiths, is 
to be made a working peer. A 
patron of the Christian 
Socialists, he will sit on the 
Labour benches of the House 
of Lords where he takes a 
particular interest in three 
areas: international relations, 
education and the role of faith 
in society. Commenting on his 
appointment Leslie says'I feel 
this is the place where I can 
argue about things I feel pas- 
sionately about with decision 
makers, and policy makers'. 
During the mid 1970s Leslie 
was the Methodist minister at 
Caversham. He is well known 
for his broadcasts on Thought 
for the Day on the BBC Radio 
4 Today programme. He will 
take part in the latter part of 
the pilgrimage walk and 
preach in Dorchester Abbey. 
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Interview... 



A year in life of a new curate... 




EMMA Coley decided at the age of 15 that she 
wanted to become a priest. Her ambition was 
grounded very firmly in reality - as her mother, 
Liz Johnson, was one of the first women to be 
priested in 1994, Emma knew exactly what 
was involved. 

Now, still only 27, she is about to take up her 
first post, a curacy in the market town of 
Wendover, Buckinghamshire. She has also been 
set another challenge: to record the experiences 
of her first year for Door readers. 

She said she is ‘thrilled and excited’ by both 
challenges. 

Brought up in a Christian family, she was 
confirmed at 15. It was then that she made her 
decision that she wanted, one day, to seek ordi- 
nation. She went on to study English Literature 
at Exeter University and it was there that she 
met her husband, Lee. They married three years 
later, when Emma had completed her post 
graduate certificate in education, which took 
her into teaching in Dorset. 

But though she began a teaching career, she 
was still firmly on track to fulfil her earliest 
ambition. 

She said: ‘Becoming a teacher for a while was 
a very logical step; I knew that teaching 
requires many of the same skills and I needed 
some experience before going forward to ordi- 
nation, so I thought I would do that for a few 
years. I really loved my time in Dorset. I love 
working with teenagers and am looking for- 



ward to doing that in Wendover. 

‘I moved back to the Oxford Diocese after a 
year to teach at the Marlborough School. My 
husband’s job brought us back here. But after a 
few terms I had a real crisis of confidence in 
teaching and left and worked for the university 
for a year. This experience shattered my confi- 
dence, and I thought maybe if I can’t teach, I 
can’t become a priest either. 

‘But it took God just three months to restore 
my confidence. One morning I woke up and I 
knew I was ready. I went to see the vicar in 
Woodstock, where we were living, Roger 
Humphreys. He was brilliant!. I found myself at 
a selection conference just a few months later and 
then at Wycliffe a couple of months after that, 
which is very speedy for the Church of England!’ 

It seems hard to imagine Em, as she is 
known, being daunted by anything. But she has 
known tragedy and has gone through a period 
of questioning her faith, she says. 

‘My father died six years ago. He knew I 
wanted to be a vicar and thought it was fantas- 
tic, so it is very sad he won’t be there for my 
ordination. 

‘His death prompted a crisis of faith of sorts 
for me. He was young, only 51, and he died 
unexpectedly. Up until then, I had expected 
God to protect me from tragedy and my 
father’s death really impacted on the way I saw 
God. I realised that he was not there to prevent 
bad things from happening to me, not there to 



cocoon me, but that he would be my rock when 
things did happen. I had been quite idealistic in 
my faith - I think that crisis has matured me.’ 

Her mother is very proud of her achieve- 
ments. They are the first mother and daughter 
combination to have trained at Wycliffe Hall- 
and to minister in the diocese. 

Though Em says her mother has given her 
‘every encouragement,’ she is looking forward 
to moving out of the Oxford area. 



‘It will be good to move into a new area, with 
people I don’t know, and start afresh,’ she says. 
‘Though I have loved Wycliffe I am looking for- 
ward to getting out there and starting as a 
curate and working with different people. I 
guess the fact I am so eager to begin is testa- 
ment to Wycliffe’s success!’ 

Emma's first column from Wendover will 
appear in the July Door 



New 'green' car for Bishop 




Bishop Richard and his chaplain with the new car. Photo Frank Blackwell 



THE Bishop of Oxford has 
taken delivery of a new ‘clean’ 
car which will help to save the 
planet from greenhouse gases. 

The Toyota Prius is a hybrid 
car which has an electric 
motor and a petrol engine. 

The car’s electronics auto- 
matically run the petrol engine 
as necessary to keep the bat- 
tery charged. At low speeds, in 
towns and cities, the car is 
powered purely by the electric 
motor. As the speed climbs, 
the petrol engine cuts in. 

Toyota claim it is the most 
eco-friendly mass produced 
car on the planet. 

Bishop Richard said: ’No 
car is eco-friendly, but I am 
glad to be one of a growing 



number for whom environ- 
mental considerations feature 
prominently in their choice of 
car. Roll on the day when our 
public transport systems are 
such that using the car is a less 
attractive option, and roll on 



the technology when vehicles 
across the world do such min- 
imal damage as the natural 
world can comfortably con- 
tain.’ The car is leased for the 
Bishop by the Church 
Commissioners. 



Eco-column 

THE Diocese has undertaken to reduce its 
emissions of carbon dioxide from burning fos- 
sil fuels by 15% by 2010, in line with the 
Kyoto Protocol. The build up of human-gen- 
erated carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is the 
most serious, and most long term problem, 
the planet faces. What can we do to meet the 
Diocesan target? 

Car use accounts for about 15% of the car- 
bon emissions from a typical British house- 
hold. If, like Bishop Richard, you need to 
drive substantial distances as part of your 
work, then it will be more. Short of abandon- 
ing your car altogether - and therefore failing 



to do your job properly - is there anything you I 
can do? 

You will have read above that Bishop * 
Richard has just taken delivery of a new car. * 
It looks like many other smart ‘executive’ 1 
cars. But under the bonnet, it has a special [ 
feature - it is powered by a hybrid petrol/elec- . 
trie system. When it is more efficient, the . 
petrol engine drives the car. But in circum- ■ 
stances where the petrol engine is inefficient, | 
the engine is used to generate electricity, and | 
the electricity drives the car. As a result, the | 
typical petrol consumption is more or less I 
halved, compared to a conventional car of I 
comparable performance. So, congratula- I 
tions, Bishop Richard! At a stroke, you are I 
now halfway to meeting the Diocesan target! • 
I’m sure we will all be on the lookout to 1 
reduce the Bishop’s other carbon emissions! 1 
Ian James 

Diocesan Environment Advisor 
Dr.I.N.James@Btinternet.com g 
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Valuing children, parents 
and faith in our schools 



Finding the right school for your child is one of the most dif- 
ficult choices a parent has to make. Church of England 
schools are enormously popular, and in many areas there are 
several children chasing every place. A quick glance at the 
school league tables gives one indication why - church school 
often rank among the top schools academically. But this isn't 
the only reason so many parents want their children to go to 
church schools. As the new Director of Education for the dio- 
cese, Leslie Stephen, explains, the distinctive ethos which 
church schools offer is one that puts building nurturing and 
loving relationships at the top of the curriculum. 

Interview Rebecca Pave ley, photo Frank Blackwell 




Children from Finchampstead Church of England primary school, 
Oxfordshire. Photo Frank Blackwell 



British culture ‘would 
collapse’ without 
Christians, report warns 



A NEW report blasts local 
authorities for ignoring the 
contributions Christians 
make to the cultural life of 
Britain. 

The study, headed by the 
Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt 
Revd Colin Fletcher, accuses 
local authorities of failing to 
realise that without the devo- 
tion and work of churchgoers 
much of the voluntary sector 
in the UK would collapse. 

Called Faith in Culture, 
the report was drafted by an 
group from the Diocese of 
Oxford. It is in response to 
draft strategies published pre- 
viously by regional groups at 
the behest of the Government, 
which were intended to pro- 
mote and set out a ‘joined up 
approach to culture’. 

These strategies failed to 
credit spirituality, religion or 
Christianity as playing any 
part in Britain’s cultural fab- 
ric, the Church report says. 

Bishop Colin said the 
drafts showed ‘deep confu- 
sion’ about what culture 
actually is. 

He said: ‘Many of us have 
come to realise that, because 
as Churches we have often 
failed to ‘tell our story’ 
beyond our own congrega- 
tions it is not altogether sur- 
prising we were ignored. Yet 
the fact remains that we, as 
faith communities, are the 



largest family of voluntary 
organisations in the Thames 
Valley and our involvement in 
a wide spectrum of cultural 
activities is second to none.’ 

The Very Rev Nicholas 
Coulton, Sub-Dean of Christ 
Church, Oxford, says in the 
report, ‘Any truthful repre- 
sentation of heritage needs to 
acknowledge the role of faith 
in sponsoring and inspiring 
the building of churches and 
cathedrals . . . and its flowing 
out into the community in 
social work, in education 
and in hospitals. 

‘The part played today by a 
great army of volunteers 
deserves to be recognised. A 
disproportionate number of 
them come from the churches. 

‘Though fewer than 10 per 
cent of the population are 
frequent churchgoers, more 
than a million people go 
once a week and these are 
twice as likely to engage in 
voluntary work as those 
who do not regularly go to 
church. Those who go to 
church produce some 30 per 
cent of all the people who 
keep alive the country’s vol- 
untary organisations. With- 
out the contribution of 
Christians much voluntary 
work would face collapse,’ 
he warns. 

The full report is available 
at www. oxford.anglican.org 



YES, the league tables show 
that church schools have an 
excellent record, but I don’t 
want to focus on the league 
tables. They show only one 
aspect of our schools. What 
they can’t show is the value we 
place on every single child, 
every single family, regardless 
of their faith tradition or their 
background. Nor do they show 
the value we place on being a 
central part of the Church’s life. 

We have 278 schools in the 
Diocese. They range from 
small, rural primary schools, 
larger urban primaries, through 
to large secondary schools. 
Unlike many other faith 
schools, most of them do not 
try to limit their intake on the 
basis of the faith of the parents. 
Even our aided schools, where 
the governors set the admis- 
sions policy, try to keep a bal- 
ance between church and com- 
munity intake. Sadly, because 



they are so often oversub- 
scribed, choices need to be 
made. But like the Parish 
Church, our schools are there 
for everyone. That is one of 
the essential facts of Anglican 
mission; we value everyone, 
regardless of race, creed or 
position. That is one of our 
core values, and we try to 
ensure that it is a central part 
of the Christian ethos of our 
schools. 

Our schools are an essential 
part of the ministry of the 
Church. We don’t set out to 
convert people, but we do want 
to set an example of Christian 
living. It is much more than the 
way we teach Religious 
Education: it is expressed as 
much in the playground as it is 
in the classroom. It is about 
valuing each other, about set- 
ting a clear vision matched to 
each child’s ability, and about 
surrounding the whole school 



in love and prayer. The local 
church has a role to play in 
praying for its school, its 
teachers and its students. It 
can bring all kinds of 
resources into play, releasing 
creativity in all sorts of ways. 

Part of my vision is to 
increase the number of Church 
secondary schools in the 
Diocese. There is huge demand 
for places that we cannot cur- 
rently meet, and parents don’t 
want the Christian ethos to dis- 
appear once a child has reached 
eleven and has to change 
schools. We need to do more to 
celebrate the work of our 



schools - the parish school part- 
nership, the work of governing 
bodies and the professionalism 
and commitment of our head- 
teachers and teachers. Many of 
whom are working in areas 
where the school provides just 
about the only framework for 
stability in many young peo- 
ple’s lives. 

We have a great deal to thank 
God for in our schools. Above 
all, let’s pray for them, for their 
children, parents, teachers and 
governors, asking that they can 
bring each child, no matter what 
his or her background, to their 
fullest potential under God. 
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Go on - do nothing! 



The holidays season 
is nearly upon us. 

So, for my editorial, 
a little word in 
praise of doing 
nothing. 

We live in such a 
busy, frantic, 
crowded world. Life 

is ever more pres- 

sured. Everyone 
seems to be expecting instant 
response and instant gratifica- 
tion. A recent survey reported 
that on average most of us get 
two hours less sleep per night 
than we would have done 
thirty years ago. Most of us 
are also working longer and 
longer hours. I'm writing this 
at midnight! 

So here's hoping you will 
have some time off this sum- 
mer, and I do sincerely hope 
you are able to waste some of 
it: that you spend it doing that 
rare and beautiful thing - 
nothing. 

In support of my case I 
quote a wise and venerable 
source: 'What I like doing 
best,' said 
Christopher Robin, 'is 
Nothing. 

'How do you do nothing?’ 
asked Pooh, after he had 
wondered for a long time. 

'Well, it's when people call 
out at you just as you're 
going off to do it, ‘What are 
you going to do, Christopher 
Robin?’ and you say ‘Oh 
nothing,’ and then you go 
and do it.' 

'Oh I see,' said Pooh. 

'It means just going along, 
listening to all the things 
you can't hear, and not 
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bothering.' 

This seems to me 
to be a very good 
way of spending 
time. In fact I think 
the world would be 
wiser and happier if 
we spent more time 
listening to the 
things we cannot 
hear and therefore 
coming closer to the things we 
cannot see. For ‘faith is the 
assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things 
unseen (Hebrews 11: 1)’. Or 
as C.S. Lewis put it: ‘Heaven 
is much too serious a place for 
work. It will be all dance and 
play there.’ 

Often God can best be 
found in the silences between 
the notes; in what is written 
between the lines: not 

through our effort, or hard 
work, or even our goodness, 
but in those moments of for- 
getfulness, of sleeping and 
dreaming, when we are sud- 
denly caught unawares by the 
wild and mysterious beauty 
of the world. 

So switch off the TV; put 
this paper down for a 
minute; shut your eyes; 
breathe deeply; dream; do 
nothing but listen to the 
things you can't hear. 
Nurture your inner slob. 
You might even find you 
begin to pray - not saying a 
lot of stuff to God, but 
enjoying the intimacy of 
God's presence and the frag- 
ile beauty of each passing 
moment. Or put it another 
way: don't just do some- 
thing, sit there! 



June Appointments 

Revd Anthony Ellis, Team Rector, 
Kidlington w. Hampton Poyle, also 
to be Area Dean, Oxford; Revd 
Margot Hodson, Curate, Grove, to 
be Chaplain, Jesus College, 
Oxford; Sister Irene Lees, Church 
Army Sister, Water Eaton, has 
retired; Revd Richard Martin, 
NSM St Thomas & St Frideswide, 
Oxford, is to resign; Revd David 
Michaels, Team Vicar, Wolvercote 



w. Summertown, to be Priest-in- 
charge, Launceston, Diocese of 
Truro; Revd John Tomlinson, 
Team Vicar, Cowley Team 
Ministry, to be Team Rector, Upper 
Wylye Valley Team Ministry, 
Diocese of Salisbury; Revd 
Margaret Whipp, Tutor, Cranmer 
Hall, Diocese of Durham, to be p/t 
Ecumenical Chaplain, Oxford 
Brookes University. 



Happy ethical holidays! 

Brian Woolnough gives advice on making sure your summer holiday is ethical and not exploitative 




The stuff dream holidays are made of: but is it an ethical destination? 



During the summer most of us think of 
holidays. We used to think of holidays to 
Bournemouth, then to Majorca or 
France; increasingly we are thinking of 
even more distant parts - India, Africa or 
South America. Such travel is taking our 
affluence into poorer regions of the 
world, to developing countries. Tourism 
is big business, both in this country and 
abroad. The public in the UK now spend 
something like £20 billion per year on 
international tourism, of which over £2 
billion is spend in developing countries 
(almost half the amount that the UK gov- 
ernment spends on overseas aid!). In fact, 
eleven of the world’s twelve poorest coun- 
tries depend on tourism for a significant 
part of their foreign exchange and 
employment. 

There are many reasons why we go on 
holidays; to get away from the pressures 
at home, to find relaxation and refresh- 
ment, to spend more time with our fami- 
lies and friends, to develop our hobbies, 
to see something more of the beauties of 
the world and to meet its people, to make 
the world a better place - or at least not 
to make it a worse place. For it is likely 
that our overseas holidays will affect not 

There are too many examples of 
horrendous tourism practices, 
for us to be complacent about 
the effects of our holidays on the 
countries we visit 



only our own lives but also the lives of 
those in the countries we visit - for better 
or for worse. Which brings us to ethical 
tourism. 

Does your holiday enhance or exploit 
the local community? Is your hotel for- 
eign owned, using imported food and 
cheap local labour, and taking the profits 
out of the country, or locally owned, 
using local food with responsible working 
conditions, and feeding into the local 
economy? Has your holiday resort been 
built sympathetically with the local envi- 
ronment or has it destroyed and distorted 
the countryside for the benefit of western 
tourists? Is the holiday encouraging and 
building on the local culture or is it 
importing foreign, western ways? 
Ethical tourism or exploitative tourism? 

A couple of examples from recent visits 



to India. Two excellent hotels in Goa; one 
Indian owned, blending in with the 
coastal environment, employing local 
staff and resources, being used by the 
local community for weddings and as a 
training centre for local chefs, the other 
American owned, with a picture of the 
founders of the chain prominent in the 
entrance lounge, built in western style 
and dominating the local headland, with 
imported food and exported profits. 
Two restaurants in Delhi; one, the 
Quality, Indian owned, with excellent 
Indian food and traditional service, the 
other, Pizza Hut, identical in food and 
service to any other Pizza Hut in the 
world and quite foreign to this local cul- 
ture. The former in each case was rein- 
forcing and benefiting the local communi- 
ty, the latter was exploiting it. 

So what? Can we do anything to make 
our holidays both beneficial to ourselves 
and to the local community? Yes, quite a 
lot. Check with your local travel agency 
that your holiday, your hotel, does fit in 
with the principles of ethical tourism - 
many tour operators are aware of these 
issues now and responsive to them. Find 
out all you can about the local situation 
you will be visiting, and respect and 
explore the culture when you get there. 
When abroad be consciously aware of the 
local community, and get to know them. 
‘Look behind the curtains’. Use public 
transport where possible - it is never less 



than ‘interesting’. Shop and eat where the 
locals do. Go to church with the locals, 
you will be inspired as you recognise the 
oneness of the family of God worldwide - 
especially, but not necessarily, if you share 
the same language. Many of the most 
moving services I have enjoyed have been 
in churches in other countries. And, of 
course, seek to leave the environment as 
you found it, if not better. 

And if you find things around your hol- 
iday more exploitative than ethical, do 
not be afraid to register your disapproval 
and, even, campaign with others when 
you return. There are too many examples 
of horrendous tourism practices, from 
lager louts and property developers which 
destroy the environment, through ‘all-in’ 
holiday packages and the watering of golf 
courses which destroy the local farming, 
to sex tourism in Asia which destroys vul- 
nerable lives, for us to be complacent 
about the effects of our holidays on the 
countries we visit. 

But above all, when your turn comes, 
do have a great holiday. May it refresh 
and enhance your lives as it does those in 
the local community. 

Brian Woolnough is a volunteer for 
Tear fund 

If you want to find out more about ethi- 
cal tourism contact the following; 
www.tearfund.org (for A Tearfund guide to 
Tourism ), www.foc-uk.com, www.tourism- 
concern.org.uk. 
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Letters 



to the editor 



PC = Proper Courtesy 



‘What I said was 
racist - but I’m 
not a racist. I am 
an idiot’, so said 
Ron Atkinson in 
an interview with 
New Nation, the 
leading newspa- 
per for the black 
community. The 
interview was, no 
doubt, part of a 
damage-limitation exercise 
necessitated by his use of the 
‘N word’ to refer to Chelsea 
defender Marcel Desailly. 

Two things happened in the 
immediate aftermath of his 
insult. Firstly, there was lots 
of discussion about the fact 
that Atkinson thought that the 
microphone was off. Indeed, 
this seemed to be put forward 
as a mitigating factor. Are we 
to understand, then, that this 
kind of language is used of 
black football players all the 
time in commentary boxes 
off-air - it’s only idiots that 
get caught using it in public? 

Secondly, there was the 
familiar venting of spleens 
by those who feel that any 
restriction on people’s lan- 
guage and vocabulary is an 
assault on ‘free speech’. This 
argument is usually (though 
not exclusively) put forward 
by those who have never 
been subjected to any form of 
institutional discrimination 
(and no, being slightly 
taller/smaller than average or 
having red hair does not 
count, for such discrimina- 
tion is not bred into our soci- 
etal bones in the way that 
racism is). Such people sim- 
ply cannot be bothered to 
‘watch their language’. 
Unlike those who are dis- 
criminated against (eg black 
people, women, people with 
disabilities, lesbian and gay 
people) they are used to hav- 
ing the freedom to behave 
exactly as they wish. Such 



freedom is a privi- 
lege, but to them it 
is experienced sim- 
ply as a natural 
entitlement. Their 
argument is against 
the infringement of 
privileges they 
don’t even recog- 
nise that they have. 
The term ‘Political 
Correctness’ or 
‘PC’ is their invention. To 
accuse someone of being PC 
is to say, ‘Just leave me to 
enjoy my unwarranted privi- 
leges and don’t bother me 
with this stuff’. 

Atkinson asked his inter- 
viewer, ‘so, tell me, do you 
think I’m a racist?’ The reply 
came: ‘I don’t think you are 
a racist, but I do think you 
have a racist element in you 
and I don’t think you are 
aware of what racism is.’ 
What a great answer. No 
white person with the ‘N 
word’ in their vocabulary 
can have learned much 
about the history of slavery 
and worldwide racial 
oppression through which 
the ‘N word’ evolved. 
Neither can they have done 
much self-reflection about 
their own part in it. White 
people can never go the 
whole way with this process, 
but we are called to engage 
with it constantly. 

A priest sharing Big Ron’s 
surname said this to me the 
other day, ‘I’ll tell you what 
PC means to me. It means 
Proper Courtesy. I believe 
members of oppressed groups 
have a right to choose how 
they are described.’ Those of 
us who share in institutionalised 
privilege have two choices: to 
opt for the personal conven- 
ience of doing and speaking 
exactly as we please - or to 
work for the dignity of oth- 
ers, including by minding 
our language. 




On Pilgrimage; Clergy bookshelves; Christ Church cards 



Teenagers on Pilgrimage 

O N April 18 we took a 
group of older teenagers on a 
pilgrimage as the culmination 
of our looking at the story of 
the Exodus. Like the Israelites 
we ate together, packed up 
the leftovers and set off. 

We were thrilled to be greeted, 
prayed with and encouraged 
on our way by George 
Cannon at Brightwell 
Baldwin, who had just 
taken the Family Service 
there. We met welcoming, 
positive people at the other 
churches we visited 
and finished at Dorch- 
ester Abbey where John 
Crowe gathered us up for a 
great tour of the abbey, 
lots of information, a 
‘ghost’ story and final 
prayer. The tea and cake at 
the abbey was like manna 
from heaven. 

The purpose of this letter 
is to express our delight 
and gratitude to the 
church family who made 
this such a memorable day 
for the young people, as 
well as us leaders. The 
heavy, perpetual rain 
made it something of a 
wilderness experience but 
the joy of church life and 
the Spirit working every- 
where we went was a great 
encouragement, which we 
shall all remember. 

Jean Carroll 
Hermione Evans 
Emmer Green, Reading 



Clergy reading? 

ON World Book Day this year 
we heard that clergy as an 
occupational group are at the 
bottom of the league in the 
hours they spend reading for 
pleasure; on average only 2 
hours 40 minutes per week. 
One explanation for this is 
the busy-ness of the clergy 
person's day. How many of 
the clergy read regularly any- 
thing more substantial than 



the constant stream of neces- 
sary, but ephemeral, material 
that flows across our desks 
from the whole range of local 
and national church-related 
organisations? Fewer than 
might be expected, I infer 
from that survey. Unless read- 
ing for spiritual and profes- 
sional development is utterly 
unpleasurable and has been 
excluded from the count, 
which I can't imagine it was, 
then there is at least a hint 
here that clergy generally are 
not reading enough to sustain 
their consistent development. 
And even if the clergy figures 
reflect only relaxed reading 
for pleasure outside of strictly 
religious topics it suggests 
clergy as a group are not as in 
touch with contemporary cul- 
ture as others in their commu- 
nities. Neither of these posi- 
tions is a good one for the lead- 
ers of the church when there is 
so much change in society and 
the church's mission. 

Are there any remedies? I 
agree the demands of the cler- 
gy day appear to leave little 
time for reading. Yet I believe 
limited access to new books, 
and lack of information 
about books is a very impor- 
tant barrier. Many church 
members including clergy will 
have books sitting on their 
shelves at home that others 
would benefit from hearing 
about and borrowing. Might 
it be possible to facilitate the 
sharing of enthusiasm about 
good books, and also the lend- 
ing and borrowing of books, 
using some form of web-based 
information exchange, creat- 
ing a sort of virtual and col- 
lective lending-library? I'd 
love to hear from anyone 
interested in this idea. My 
email address is david@all- 
saintswokingham.org.uk 
Revd David Hodgson 
Wokingham 



All change at Christ Church? 

The May edition of The Door 
has been the most successful 
edition that I can remember, in 
Christ Church at any rate. 
Why? Because all the copies 
available at Christ Church dis- 
appeared long ago and a 
steady stream of people are 
looking for a copy. What has 
caused all this interest? Two 
articles, on membership cards 
and a centre spread looking at 
Christ Church as our 
Cathedral. Herewith I add my 
contribution to the debate. 
Not another flipping card! 

I did a quick check. My wallet 
already contains more than 20 
different cards. Credit and 
Bank cards, Professional 
Society cards, library and 
other membership cards, loy- 
alty cards. Where will it all 
end? Soon I will need to carry 
an index card to find the one I 
want. Now I will need a card 
to get into my Cathedral. 

Don’t get me wrong, I thor- 
oughly support the introduc- 
tion of this card, but I suspect 
it is being introduced for the 
wrong reasons and may be 
symptomatic of the ‘New 
Broom’ currently sweeping 
through Christ Church. 

Why do we need a card? We 
are told it is to make us feel we 
belong and to let us gain easy 
access to Christ Church. 
Access to Christ Church? I 
have never had a problem in 
20 years although I admit 
some people have run the 
gauntlet of the custodians. 
However, will this card help 
address the problems some 
people face? 

As presented, this card will 
make no difference to regular 
congregation members. It may 
make life easier for visitors 
from the rest of the Diocese 
but I am not convinced. 

Probably the bulk of visitors 
are those making specific trips 
to the Cathedral to hear the 
choir or marvel at the build- 



ing. These people often travel 
hundreds, even thousands of 
miles but the card won’t help 
them even if they are members 
of the Church of England. 
Armed with the knowledge 
that access to Christ Church 
depends on a card, access at 
the main gate will become 
more not less difficult without 
a card. 

As I said, I support the con- 
cept of a Membership Card, 
but this should be a Church of 
England card, not one that 
seeks to separate the Oxford 
Diocese from everyone else. 
Also, if the aim is really to 
make people feel that they 
belong, why not link the card 
to tangible benefits. Allow 
people to obtain a discount at 
the shop on production of 
their card. This may really 
stimulate a sense of belonging 
and draw more people to our 
marvellous Cathedral. 

John Weir 
Kennington 

Christ Church cards 

What a couple of very odd 
articles in the May Door about 
the Cathedral. I have known 
the place for over 60 years. 

I have worshipped there in 
high summer with the sun 
shining gloriously through the 
variety of stained glass win- 
dows. I have worshipped there 
in the dark of winter, when the 
friendly shadows enclose me in 
a loving embrace. It is not the 
people who matter there, they 
come and go, but it is the 
peace of God which matters. 
For these people, who cannot 
feel this, I am sorry. Try sitting 
quietly, either during a service 
or just for 10 minutes in 
silence and open your mind to 
what is there. 

Jane Birch 
Oxford 

The Editor reserves the right 
to edit all letters submitted 
for publication in The Door 





Women priests 

A celebration of 



ministry and unity i i 






ST MARY the Virgin in Oxford 
has been the scene for many 
historic sermons and events 
and last month was no excep- 
tion. Campaigners and women 
clergy ordained almost every 
year since April 1994 gathered 
for a panel discussion about 
ten years of women priests in 
the life of the church in 
England and wider afield. 

Anna Thomas Betts and 
Bishop Richard, both of whom 
voted in favour in General 
Synod, were joined by a vicar, 
Janet Russell, Pauline Perry, 
who chaired the review on the 
Crown Appointments system, 
and by Bishop Jane Dixon, the 
recently retired Suffragan 
Bishop from Washington D.C. 
The main focus of the ques- 
tions was about living with 
division and the only area of 
real disagreement came over 
whether to rescind the act of 
Synod. Both Jane Dixon and 
Pauline Perry were strongly for 



the end of it while the others 
were continuing to live with 
the two integrities. 

After lunch we were off to 
the Cathedral for a service of 
celebration and re-dedication, 
and then a cup of tea in the 
Great Hall. 

It was a very moving serv- 
ice. Archdeacon Sheila 
presided and Bishop Jane 
preached. The full sermon is on 
the diocesan website 
(www.oxford.anglican.org) 
but she reminded us that we 
needed to live the inclusive 
Good News that Jesus pro- 
claimed and lived himself. 
Many of the women ordained 
priest in 1994 in the diocese 
returned, robed and processed, 
making a striking centrepiece 
among all three of the bishops, 
archdeacons and the residen- 
tiary Canons. Readings by 
Catherine Ross, and Penny 
Nairne, and intercessions led 
by Rosemary Tucker, all of 



whom had been active sup- 
porters of the ordination of 
women, wove together clergy 
and laity in this celebration. 

Sunday morning saw a 
woman either presiding or 
preaching in most of the 
churches in the diocese and 
Sunday evening brought the 
celebrations to a close with a 
service in each of the churches 
that had witnessed the ordina- 
tions in April 1994: St Mary’s 
in Reading, All Saints in High 
Wycombe, St Mary’s in 
Banbury, St Nicholas in 
Abingdon, St Peter and Paul in 
Buckingham. There were sto- 
ries from women, a ladies’ peal 
of Yorkshire Major at 
Chalfont St. Giles, and in all 
these places a celebration of 
the wholeness which ordina- 
tion of women to the priest- 
hood has brought to the 
ministry of the church. 

Keith Lamdin 
Director of STEM 
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Joy at Banbury 

MORE than 100 people cele- 
brated the 10th anniversary of 
the ordination of women at a 
special service in St Mary’s 
Church, Banbury. Led by the 
Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt 
Revd Colin Fletcher OBE, 
men and women priests from 
Banbury and the surrounding 
area reflected on the changes 
that they have seen in the life 
of the Church of England 
since the original ordination 
service at St Mary’s. Stella 
Fairbairn, associate priest at St 
Mary’s, was ordained at that 
service. She spoke of her joy 
on that day, and of the privi- 
lege since then of being able to 
serve the people of Banbury as 
a priest both at St Mary’s and 
at the Katharine House 
Hospice where she had served 
as a part-time chaplain. 



Procession of the first women to be ordained into Christ Church 

photo Frank Blackwell 



Rt Revd Colin Fletcher and 
Stella Fairburn, associate priest 
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Rhubarb & Strawberry Mousse 

Recipe by cookery writer Ann Way 



TRADITIONALLY, June is one of the 

most favoured months for weddings. 
The chances of mild weather are fairly 
high and it is such a beautiful month in 
the UK. Those long summer days have 
a fresh beauty that gladdens the heart 
and the eyes. Many of us have great 
pleasure in harvesting crops of fruit 
and vegetables locally and strawber- 
ries in particular are very much associ- 
ated with June. I have a special recipe, 
which could be an ideal sweet to grace 
the tables of a wedding reception - but 
I can thoroughly recommend it for any 
other special summer occasion. My 
husband always declared he didn’t like 
rhubarb but when I made up this dish 
he said it was delicious and all our 
family love it! 



Ingredients 

1 lb (500g) rhubarb 

Juice of 1 whole orange plus half and 

orange 

1 pack of orange jelly 
5 fluid oz water 

2 tablespoons caster sugar (approx) 

1 pot (200ml) creme fraiche 

1 heaped tablespoon of thick Greek 
yoghurt 

lib strawberries 

1 small pot of double cream for piping 



Method 

Cook the rhubarb gently with one 
tablespoon of water, the juice of one 
orange and one heaped tablespoon of 
the castor sugar. Grate the zest of the 
orange and add to the rhubarb as it is 
cooking. Cover the pan with a lid to 
avoid too much evaporation but stir fre- 
quently so it doesn’t stick to the base. 

Dissolve the orange jelly in the rest of 
the water (I do this in my microwave as 
it is easier). 

When the rhubarb is tender, liquidize 
it in a blender and add the orange jelly, 
yoghurt and creme fraiche. Keep 
whizzing until it is smooth and well 
blended. Taste to check it is sweet 
enough. It should have a nice acidic 
flavour, but not too sour. Add more 
sugar if required. Turn the mixture into 
a jelly mould and set in the fridge. 

Hull the strawberries and slice any 
large ones so they are roughly all the 
same size. Sprinkle them with the juice 
of the other half orange and the rest of 
the sugar. Turn out the mousse into a 
pretty dish. Whip the double cream to 
piping consistency and decorate the top 
and sides of the mousse wit this and a 
few o f the sliced strawberries - arrang- 
ing around the base of the pudding. 
This is nice served with short bread 
fingers or boudoir biscuits. 



Volcanoes, bananas, beauty and 
poverty in Nicaragua 



ST James the Great, 
Radley, is linked to 
Nicaragua through the 
work of Seed Inter-nation- 
al Fund Trust (SIFT), 
which we support. In addi- 
tion, Margaret Norgett 
and I are trustees of SIFT. 
It was in this connection 
that we visited Nicaragua 
for two weeks in April. 

Now peaceful, Nica- 
ragua is the largest and 
poorest country in Central 
America. It is a land of vol- 
canoes, many of which are 
still active. Fruit abounds 
and, by western standards, 
is incredibly cheap. A 
bunch of 50 delicious 
bananas cost us 60p. It is a 
country of outstanding 
beauty with both a 
Caribbean and a Pacific 
coast, and Lake Nicaragua 
with its tropical islands. But 
is also a country of great 
poverty. On the Caribbean 
Coast, for instance, there is 
98% unemployment. 

SIFT is a small 
Christian aid agency, seek- 



ing to bring help to this 
needy nation. SIFT spon- 
sors children through 
school, whose parents can- 
not afford the small state 
charge. It helps support an 
orphanage of 70 children 
in the capital Managua. 

On the island of 
Ometepe in Lake 
Nicaragua SIFT is building 
seven medical clinics and 
paying for the training of 
nurses to run them. We also 
have a feeding programme 
there for the most malnour- 
ished children, and have a 
scheme of sustainable liveli- 
hoods. In this we lend 
money to individuals to 
start a small enterprise, 
which is repaid in time and 
then lent out again. 

In addition, SIFT has 
taken up the cause of fish- 
ermen who are being 
thrown off their islands in 
Lake Nicaragua where 
they have lived for genera- 
tions, as these islands are 
being sold to rich 
Nicaraguans and out- 




Volcano overlooking Lake Nicaragua photo Tony Rogerson 



siders. We have just pur- 
chased 26 acres of land on 
a peninsula in the lake to 
rehouse these fishermen. 

Let me introduce you to 
three people who we met: 

• Isaac lives on the side of 
an enormous rubbish tip. 
His pathetically small shack 
with leaks in the roof, hous- 
es him, his wife and four 
children in one room. He 
had his foot blown off by a 
mine and SIFT has paid for 
him to have an artificial 
one, but he struggles to feed 
his family. 

• Marie (aged 9) was at 
the twice weekly feeding 
programme. As visitors 
we had given out sweets 
to the 50 children - a rare 



treat. Marie’s brother 
arrived late while a story 
was being told. I saw her 
look at her one precious 
sweet and hand it over to 
her brother. 

• Carlos (aged 10) leads 
his family ox every day 3 
miles there and back to the 
nearest well to fetch water. 
SIFT hopes to put in piped 
water to the 30,000 peo- 
ple on Ometepe. 

If you are interested in 
learning more about the 
work of SIFT, please con- 
tact me for a brochure 
(01235 532860) or look 
at our website: www.seed- 
trust.com 

Revd Tony Rogerson 
Radley 
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A devilish correspondence: Screwtape writes again! 



Last month we asked readers to write their own modern-day Screwtape letters, little imaginging the quantity or quality of the response we would 
receive. Below we print the winning three letters, in abbreviated form. For the full versions, and more of our entries, see our website www. 
oxford.anglican.org. Each author receives a copy of the two volume set of C S Lewis’ Collected Letters, published by HarperCollins and worth £60. 



My dear Wormwood, 

May I congratulate you on your latest letter. How wittily you 
describe your delicate use of anxiety, jealousy and conceit to manoeu- 
vre your victim, rendered all the more entertaining as suspicion turned 
to certainty in the mind of your reader that you have failed. 

Yes, my dear Wormwood. You may imagine the fury of our 
Majesties Below when I explain to them the reality of the situation. I 
leave you to anticipate the penalties I shall be required to exact. 

Were you so hoodwinked by your initial success that you failed to 
reflect upon the Enemy’s true purpose? You claim to have frustrated 
his intention that your victim play a leading role in his local church. 
You noticed his disaffection with the church committee, which you 
fostered by drawing his attention to certain remarks and idiosyn- 
crasies of his fellow committee members, so that he resigned, giving as 
his reason the demands of his day to day work. And this despite your 
victim’s increased attention to prayer. 

That alone should have warned you. Even though we can never quite 
overhear what the Enemy whispers to his followers, you had a duty to 
pay attention to the reports of increased signals traffic in your locality. 
You even overlooked the reactivation of two veteran prayer warriors. 

I will tell you, Wormwood, what this means. The resistance you 
encountered was so light, because it was a feint. By the time you receive 
this reply you will have noticed certain incidents that have confirmed to 
your victim that the Enemy does indeed wish him to devote his energies 
to subverting the unconscious allegiance of his colleagues at work. By 
your negligence you have released into that hitherto unperturbed 
province - who knows what? A Pastor? Maybe even an Evangelist! 

Your ravening Uncle Screwtape. 

(aka Christopher Hickin, Surrey) 



My dear Wormwood, 

I deeply regret that your patient is considering offering herself for 
ordination. However we can still use this dreadful idea for our 
advantage. At this stage she probably still has in her mind’s eye the 
memory of last Easter, with her vicar dressed in glistening veste- 
ments peaching to a packed congregation and the church decked 
with daffodils and lilies. Em glad you say his sermon wasn’t very 
effective. Let her think she could have done better (or worse, as far 
as we are concerned). 

In any case, encourage her to go ahead with her ambition. Notice 
I said ‘ambition’. Whatever you do, don’t let her focus on the idea 
of ‘vocation’. Thta’s a word we despise and the Enemy cherishes. 
Make her see herself as helping her present over-stretched (and 
might I add handsome?) vicar and don’t let her think of him as 
about to move to pastures new. 

Again, foster in your patient the idea that, once ordained, a priest 
should have the answer to all problems, psychological as well as 
spiritual, doling out advice to all and sundry, even on the telephone. 
Encourage her to talk rather than listen. When asked for her opin- 
ion, make sure she says ‘The Bible says..’ etc rather than speak from 
a viewpoint derived from prayer and meditation. 

If she hasn’t done so already, get her to adopt a party line in the 
Church and join one of the many labelled groups. This can help 
enormously by widening divisions among the Enemy’s followers. 
Stress the idea of availability in your patient, especially if she aspires 
to be an NSM. As you know, we have broken up not a few clergy 
marriages by priest’s putting ‘The Lord’s work’ before ‘Family time’. 

your affectionate uncle Screwtape 

(aka Revd Paul Rimmer, Oxford) 



My dear Wormwood, 

Your new patient sounds delicious Devil offal! You say 
you are worried he attends a church, but from all you tell 
me he is fast becoming, under your guidance, the kind of 
C... (I can’t bring myself to say that word) the Enemy 
most dislikes. I am delighted to hear you have directed 
him towards a congregation composed largely of self- 
congratulatory cliques, who consider all those outside to 
be lost. Skewed self-righteousness can be particuarly uself 
in tempting not just the patient, but his associates too, 
into our foul dungeons. 

I gather he does a lot of charitable giving but never goes 
without himself (remember the widow’s mite) and indeed 
boasts of his generosity. Play hard on that.The more self- 
important and virtuous he thinks he is and the more he tries 
to impose those pious views on others, the better for us. 

You imply he is using his faith as another means of per- 
sonal insurance, something to be strongly encouraged. The 
Enemy hates being made use of in that way. 

I am thrilled to hear how impatient he is with those 
who don’t share his wishy washy liberal outlook. 
Intolerance is a vice (I salivate as I mention that word!) to 
be vigorously promoted. 

You say too that behind the wheel of a car he becomes a 
changed man. Splendid! Get to work on that. Road rage can 
be a wonderful temptation to commit real old-fashioned sin 
(scrumptious!) and actually inflict deliberate harm on others. 

Your affectionate uncle Screwtape 

(aka Diana Stow, Faringdon) 



Raising a Christian family - win copies 



Daring to 
be Different 




CUP* 



DARING TO BE DIFFERENT 
SARAH JOHNSON 
DARTON, LONGMAN AND TODD 
£9.95 



AS a big fan of the new Bishop of Reading’s book 
Praying through Life , in particular its chapters on 
praying with children, I wasn’t sure what Sarah 
Johnson (sister of Boris) would have to offer. 

Her book sets out to offer guidance for faith 
families in a secular world - it has suggestions for 
what to do with children of all agents at 
Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter as well as 



sections on bedtime prayers and graces. 

But it is far more than just a book of useful tips 
- it is immensely readable and encouraging for 
parents wondering just how to go about incor- 
porating prayer and praise into daily life. So 
engaged with it was I, that I stayed up until mid- 
night reading it (which as any parent with a tod- 
dler will know, is quite a feat!) 

Rebecca Pave ley 

We have 3 copies of Daring to be Different by 
Sarah Johnson to give away. To win one, send 
your name and address to Daring to be 
Different draw, The Door, Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0x2 ONB. Closing date is 
15 June 2005. Winners names will be published 
in the July/August Door 







